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ABSTRACT	
 
The liturgical calendar is a historic practice of the Christian church which provides a structure 
for worship based on the life and teachings of Jesus. This project will examine the historical 
developments of the use of the liturgical calendar and the value of introducing it to the 
evangelical church setting.  The project will be a case study of several evangelical churches in 
the Southern Maryland area through analysis of a one year sample of song canon. The song 
canons will be analyzed for balance in offices of Christ, story focus, and Trinitarian language. 
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CHAPTER ONE 
 
Introduction 
 
 God is the center of true worship.  God commanded the Israelites to worship and gave 
specific directions for that worship.1  The presence of God appeared in the tent and the people 
worshipped.  Their worship did not cause his appearing, His presence caused the worship.  God's 
presence in the temple was centered on the ark of the covenant.  God was at the center of the 
structure and the focus of worship.  God commands us to worship Him above all else.  
“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And he said to him, “You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 
This is the great and first commandment (Matthew 22:36-38).2 
 
 If we do not put God first in our worship, we are not worshipping in spirit and in truth.  
God must be the center of worship, the beginning and the end.  True worship will focus on God 
and not on self.  This basic tenet of worship is transcultural, not dependent on geographical or 
denominational identity. 
 One way to ensure worship focuses on God’s story of salvation found in Scripture is 
through the use of the liturgical calendar. 
So much of our lives already revolve around us; this is a means of reinforcing the 
primacy of the work of God in Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit.  It is one way to 
announce that Jesus is Lord.  When we let days such as Palm Sunday, Pentecost Day, 
Ash Wednesday, or Holy Saturday receive more attention than Memorial Day, Father’s 
Day, or Boy Scout Sunday, we have succeeded in making a statement – that the 
occasions that most greatly proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ will be the things 
around which we gather and in which we stake our Christian faith.3 
                                                
 1 Andrew E. Hill, Enter His Courts with Praise!: Old Testament Worship for the New 
Testament Church, 2 ed. (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 1997), 30-6. 
 
 2 Unless otherwise noted, all biblical passages referenced are in the English Standard 
Version. 
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 According to a 2008 article in the Washington Post, some evangelical churches are 
beginning to adopt historical practices of the church, including the liturgical calendar.  First 
Baptist Church of the City in Washington, D.C., is one of those. 
"We find that following the seasons of the Christian year adds a lot of richness to our 
experience of worship," said the Rev. James Somerville, the church's pastor, adding: "We 
wouldn't want the Catholics to get all the good stuff."4 
 
The article also points out some resistance in the evangelical community to adopting historical 
Christian practices.  The practices, such as, for example, lighting candles or fasting during Lent, 
are considered by some to be “mystical spirituality,” and not fitting with evangelical Christianity. 
 A factor causing this resistance is the association of historical Christian practices with the 
Roman Catholic Church.  The Roman Catholic Church is not the only church that follows the 
liturgical calendar.  There are many mainline Protestant churches which observe the seasons of 
Advent, Lent, and Epiphany including Methodists, Anglicans, Episcopalians, and Lutherans.  
These denominations do not subscribe to mysticism.  These churches are theologically different 
but share the liturgical calendar because it predates all of them, and thus serves as a foundational 
common denominator. 
 The differences between the worship of traditionally liturgical Protestant churches and 
non-liturgical evangelical churches is more a difference of cultural expression rather than 
                                                
 3 Constance M. Cherry, The Worship Architect: A Blueprint for Designing Culturally 
Relevant and Biblically Faithful Services (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2010), 
213. 
  
 4 Jacqueline Salmon, “Feeling Renewed Ancient Traditions; Evangelicals Putting New 
Twist on Lent, Confession and Communion,” Washington Post, March 8, 2008, accessed August 
1, 2017, http://ezproxy.liberty.edu/login?url=https://search-proquest-
com.ezproxy.liberty.edu/docview/410240660?accountid=12085. 
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theological substance.  Orthodox Protestant churches share many core theological beliefs, 
including those found in the Apostles’ Creed, another foundational commonality. 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.5 
 
 Worship in a liturgical Protestant church is like classical music. Classical music is 
performed according to prescriptive notation, followed note-for-note.  The performance of 
classical music has room for expressive interpretation; the performer can vary tempo and 
dynamics, but the pitches are strictly prescribed.  The players are expected to be familiar with a 
canon of literature.  There is adherence to historically accepted performance practice.  This 
music and the performance of it is highly structured. 
 Worship in a non-liturgical, evangelical church is more like jazz.  The music is 
improvisatory, the notation descriptive. There is also an expectation of familiarity with a canon 
of literature.  There are acceptable performance practices. Players follow patterns which are 
                                                
 5 The United Methodist Hymnal: Book of United Methodist Worship (Nashville, 
Tennessee: United Methodist Publishing House, 1989), 881. 
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expected in the idiom.  But even with the freedom of expression, the music still has an 
underlying structure, a framework. The harmonic underpinning of a song will not change, even 
as the melody is varied. 
 The liturgical calendar is the harmonic underpinning of the song of Christ, the pattern the 
Christian church has followed through history.  The liturgical calendar does not give specific 
directions for the melody we sing, the instruments we use, the improvisations we create, but 
instead shapes the harmonic structure of the season.  Within the framework of the church year, 
liturgical churches choose to follow a prescribed order of worship, and often a prescribed set of 
scripture readings.  Evangelical churches do not follow a formal liturgy, but this does not 
preclude the use of the liturgical calendar.  
Statement of the Problem 
 
 Robert Webber describes his journey from an evangelical church to an Episcopal church 
in his book, Evangelicals on the Canterbury Trail.  One of most important details about worship 
which he found meaningful was the centrality of Christ.  Worship service in evangelical 
churches in his experience were focused on the pastor and on evangelism, with the altar call as 
the pinnacle of the service.  The Episcopal church, in contrast, focused “around an ordered 
experience of Christ not only on a weekly, but on a yearly pattern.”6 
The major issue facing evangelical Christianity, the one from which all other problems 
flow, is a kind of evangelical amnesia.  Evangelicals have forgotten the past. There is a 
need to change what Bernard Ramm calls our “sadly deficient” state of historical 
knowledge.7 
 
                                                
 6 Robert E. Webber and Lester Ruth, Evangelicals on the Canterbury Trail: Why 
Evangelicals Are Attracted to the Liturgical Church, rev. ed. (New York: Morehouse, 2012), 29. 
  
 7 Robert E. Webber, Common Roots: The Original Call to an Ancient-Future Faith 
(Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 2009), 38, Amazon Kindle edition. 
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 Robert Webber wrote about his journey towards liturgical worship in the early 1970s, but 
this is not a phenomenon of the past. Research shows a current trend in Millennials leaving 
evangelical churches and joining liturgical churches. Part of the attraction to these churches is 
the connection to tradition grounded in the historical church. According to a 2014 Barna study 
about Lent, more Millennials were planning to fast than the previous two generations before 
them.8 As society changes faster and faster, Millennials are looking for the stability that comes 
from connecting to the past through liturgical practices. 
Young Christians have come of age in a time when everything feels up in the air; when 
the newest thing is old in just a few days. The ancient practices of the Christian faith may 
hold a counter-cultural appeal to many Christians, including Millennials, as they seek to 
find a sense of rootedness in such a shifting cultural context.9 
 
 When the liturgical year is not observed, the cultural calendar can easily take its place.  
Secular celebrations replace sacred celebrations and remembrances. Holidays replace holy days.  
Jon Tyson, author of Sacred Roots: Why the Church Still Matters, believes that as the church 
becomes more secular, it becomes more entertainment based and driven by consumerism.  In an 
interview with David Kinnaman, Tyman discusses the phenomenon of Christmas and Easter 
attendance. 
The more secular our story gets – the more consumeristic our story gets – the more 
hungry we, as spiritual beings, get for moments of transcendence.  People know 
traditionally the Christian stories of Christmas and Easter, so I think people come to both 
holidays because they provide access points to transcendence – to hope and meaning that 
society is not offering them.10 
                                                
	 8 “Celebrating Lent 2014,” The Barna Group, March 5, 2014, accessed August 1, 2017, 
https://www.barna.com/research/celebrating-lent-2014/.  
 
 9 Ibid. 
	  
	 10 Jon Tyson, “David Kinnaman and Jon Tyson Discuss Millennials, “Nones” and a 
Renewed Vision for Church,” The Barna Group, April 1, 2014,	Accessed August 1, 2017, 
https://www.barna.com/research/david-kinnaman-and-jon-tyson-discuss-millennials-nones-and-
a-renewed-vision-for-church/.	
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 A more comprehensive use of the liturgical calendar would allow for more points of 
entry, more times of mystery and transcendence.  In Advent, for example, we remember God 
coming to us in the cradle at Bethlehem.  We look back to Jesus’ birth, but we also look forward 
to the future time when Jesus will come to us again.  Jesus came to us at Christmas; he will come 
again as the conquering King.  Advent is also a present reality, Jesus comes to us now, residing 
in the cradle of our hearts. 
The church calendar is not about the cycle of life – school or sports or harvest time – but 
about the movement of history towards a glorious goal.  We celebrate the past events of 
salvation history not merely to remember them, but to note how they infuse the present 
with meaning and power, and point us to our future hope.11 
 
 Following the liturgical calendar also ensures a church is telling the whole story of God’s 
plan for our salvation, from the Old Testament prophecies of Messiah, through the birth, life, 
suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  Robbie Castleman explains this in her book, Story 
Shaped Worship.   
The central significance of marking the liturgical year is to help shape the Christocentric 
reality of the church.  Jesus’ story, the foundational story that shapes, tests, and vindicates 
Christian life and faith.  This is the rhythm of Christian faith:  the anticipation of God’s 
visitation, the narrative of Jesus’ birth, life, suffering, death, resurrection and ascension, 
the Spirit’s empowerment of the church’s witness and mission, and the anticipation of 
God’s eternal kingdom.12 
 
 Castleman writes that current evangelical worship has become people-centered, 
concerned with how the congregation member feels and experiences the service rather than being 
God-centered, concerned with pleasing God.13  She uses Psalm 103 to make this point, 
                                                
	 11 Mark Galli, Beyond Smells and Bells: The Wonder and Power of Christian Liturgy 
(Brewster, Mass.: Paraclete Press, 2008), 22. 
  
 12 Robbie Castleman, Story-Shaped Worship: Following Patterns from the Bible and 
History (Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2013), 35-6. 
 
 13 Ibid., 13. 
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rewording it to say: “Bless my soul, O Lord, and all that is within you, bless me and those who 
share my name.”  People-centered worship that is designed to please people, focuses on the lives 
and stories of people, instead of the life and story of Christ. 
Purpose of the Study 
 
 The purpose of this study is to examine the canon of song in evangelical churches which 
do not follow the liturgical year. This study will address the balance of story, God’s Story and 
Our Story. The study will determine the Trinitarian language used in the canon of song.  The 
study will also examine the language used to describe God as it relates to the Offices of Christ, 
Prophet, Priest, and King.  The study will explore ways to integrate the liturgical calendar into 
evangelical settings. 
Three Research Questions 
 
Is the portrayal of God through biblical roles balanced in the canon of song and are these roles 
expressed in terms of God’s story as well as Our Story? 
 
Does the canon of song use a balance of Trinitarian language to name God? 
 
What are the seasons and holy days of the liturgical year which would be most easily adopted in 
a congregation with no prior liturgical knowledge. 
 
 
Significance of the Study 
 
 More and more evangelical churches are adding liturgical elements to their worship.  As 
this trend continues, it is important to understand the theological and cultural issues which may 
arise in this process.  Examining the worship culture of evangelical churches, both liturgical and 
non-liturgical, will allow for smoother transitions in congregations who want to begin adding 
liturgical constructs, such as the church year. 
 Implementing aspects of the liturgical calendar promotes unity in the universal church 
without denying denominational distinctives.   Observing the church year allows for worshipping 
	 13	
in tandem with churches throughout the world and throughout time.  This pattern of worship, the 
story of God, has been used for thousands of years in countries around the world and is still in 
use today.  According to the Nairobi Statement on Worship, there are four ways that worship 
relates to culture.  Worship is transcultural, contextual, counter-cultural, and cross-cultural.14  
The liturgical calendar fulfills all of these qualities. 
 The liturgical calendar is transcultural.  The gospel story is the same substance for 
everyone, everywhere.  It is beyond culture.  The liturgical calendar is contextual, it can vary in 
expression according to the local culture. The seasons of the church year can be expressed in any 
style, language, or format.  The liturgical calendar is counter-cultural.  Culture tells us that our 
days are measured by our work, school, and family schedules.  The church year challenges this 
calendar and gives the church a vehicle to express an expression of time which runs counter to 
the cultural expectations.  The liturgical calendar is cross-cultural.  We can share in traditions, 
music, and art from many cultures expressing God’s story in the language of their local culture.  
 
Definition of Terms 
 
Liturgical church 
 
 For the purposes of this project, the term liturgical will be used to refer to orthodox 
Protestant churches which follow the historical pattern of the Christian year.  These churches 
may or may not use the assigned lectionary readings for a particular Sunday within that liturgical 
year. 
 
 
 
                                                
 14 James R. Krabill, Worship and Mission for the Global Church: An Ethnodoxology 
Handbook (Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library, 2013), 64-71. 
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Evangelical church 
 
 For the purpose of this project, the term will be used to describe orthodox Protestant 
churches which do not follow the historical pattern of the Christian year, with the exception of 
Christmas and Easter.  Evangelical scholars including Melanie Ross15 and Timothy Larsen16 
agree that the best definition of evangelicalism is that of  D. W. Bebbington. 
There are four qualities that have been the special marks of Evangelical religion: 
conversionism, the belief that lives need to be changed; activism, the expression of the 
gospel in effort; Biblicism, a particular regard for the Bible; and what may be called 
crucicentrism, a stress on the sacrifice of Christ on the cross.17 
 
 
Liturgical Calendar 
 
 The liturgical calendar, also called the church year, walks worshippers through the story 
of salvation over the course of one year.  The modern liturgical year can be divided into three 
large seasons, the Time of Christmas, the Time of Easter, and the Time of the Church.18  These 
seasons are divided into smaller segments focused around events in the life of Christ.  The Time 
of Christmas includes Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany.  The Time of Easter includes Lent, 
Easter, and Pentecost.  The Time of the Church, sometimes called ordinary time, takes 
worshippers from Trinity Sunday through the Last Sunday of the Church year, Christ the King 
Sunday, also called the Sunday of the Fulfilment. 
                                                
 15 Melanie C. Ross, Evangelical Versus Liturgical: Defying a Dichotomy, Calvin Institute 
of Christian Worship Liturgical Studies Series (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company, 2014), 11, Amazon Kindle edition. 
 
 16 Timothy Larsen and Daniel J. Treier, eds., The Cambridge Companion to Evangelical 
Theology (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 1, Amazon Kindle edition. 
 
 17 David W Bebbington, Evangelicalism in Modern Britain: A History from the 1730s to 
the 1980s (London: Routledge, 1988), 2-3. 
 
 18 Lutheran Service Book, gift ed. (St. Louis, Mo.: Concordia Publishing House, 2006), x. 
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Advent 
 
 The Time of Christmas begins with the first Sunday of the church year, the first Sunday 
of Advent.  Advent is from the Latin words ad (to, toward) and venire (to come.)  Thus, the 
Advent Season is a celebration of God coming to us. There are four Sundays in Advent, the four 
Sundays before Christmas. 
 
Epiphany 
 
 Epiphany comes from the Greek word epiphaneia (manifestation.)  Epiphany as used in 
the church year refers to the manifestation of Jesus to the Gentiles.  This happens in scripture 
through the visit of the Magi (Matthew 2:1-12.) Epiphany, like Christmas, has a fixed date, 
January 6.  Unlike Christmas, Epiphany is generally celebrated on Sunday even when it does not 
fall on Sunday.  Churches that celebrate Epiphany usually do so on the Sunday closest to January 
6.  The season of Epiphany continues until the beginning of Lent. 
 
Lent 
 Lent begins on Ash Wednesday which falls 40 days before Easter, not including Sundays.  
Ash Wednesday is often celebrated by the imposition of ashes as a reminder of our sinful nature 
and need for repentance. 
 
Holy Week 
 
 The last Sunday in Lent is Palm Sunday.  Palm Sunday begins Holy Week, the 
remembrance of Jesus’ Passion.  The events of Jesus’ last week are celebrated on Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday.  Maundy Thursday is a remembrance of the Last Supper and 
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institution of the Lord’s Supper.  Good Friday is a retelling of the suffering, crucifixion, and 
death of Jesus.  Some traditions also observe Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday. 
 
Pentecost 
 
 Pentecost is celebrated on the fiftieth day of the Easter season.  Pentecost is the 
celebration of the day the Holy Spirit came down upon the apostles, appearing as tongues of 
flames, and causing them to speak in tongues (Acts 2:1-31.)  This is often referred to as the 
birthday of the church. 
 
The Time of the Church 
 
 The Season after Pentecost, the Time of the Church, is the time after Pentecost continuing 
through the end of the church year.  This time of the liturgical year highlights the teachings of 
Jesus.  The lectionary readings include the parables and miracles of Jesus.  This is in contrast to 
the other seasons of the church year which focus on the events of the life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus.19 
Assumptions 
 
 The evangelical church canon of song lacks balance in its portrayal of the biblical roles of 
God, the story of God, and use of Trinitarian language.  This imbalance is related to the lack of 
use of the liturgical calendar and implementation of the liturgical calendar would help correct the 
imbalance. 
 
 
                                                
	 19 The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, “Frequently Asked Questions: Church Year,” 
Accessed August 1, 2017, http://www.lcms.org/faqs/worship#churchyear. 
	 17	
Limitations 
 
 The project will be limited to churches within the geographical area of the Southern 
Maryland area.  Cultural context of the Southern Maryland area may preclude the application of 
results to urban churches or churches in other regions. 
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CHAPTER TWO 
 
 The related literature for my project can be divided into several categories.  I have listed 
some basic resources for liturgical theology with specific reference to the liturgical year.  The 
next category of literature is related to the history of evangelical worship in the United States and 
liturgical practices of evangelical congregations.  Liturgical renewal is another related topic.  
Although many evangelical congregations have traditionally avoided the liturgical year, there is 
a renewed interest in it. 
 Another category of literature covered in this section is how the liturgical year is 
expressed through worship.  The liturgical year can be observed in many ways, through thematic 
scripture readings, use of liturgical colors, and traditions such as the Advent wreath.  One of the 
most memorable for the congregation is the use of music.  The importance of music as a tool for 
conveying doctrine is the last category of literature. 
 
Liturgical Calendar 
 
 One of the great liturgical scholars of the Orthodox Church, Alexander Schmemann, 
gives a detailed explanation of the history and theology of liturgy in his book, Introduction to 
Liturgical Theology.  This book includes information about the development of the liturgical 
year and the differences between Eastern and Western liturgical practices.  Schmemann writes in 
detail about the meaning of the Lenten season in his book, Great Lent:  Journey to Pascha.  This 
book describes the journey through Lent towards Easter. 
As we make the first step into the “bright sadness” of Lent, we see – far, far away – he 
destination.  It is the joy of Easter, it is the entrance into the glory of the Kingdom.  And 
it is this vision, the foretaste of Easter, that makes Lent’s sadness bright and our Lenten 
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effort a “spiritual spring.” The night may be dark and long, but all along the way a 
mysterious and radiant dawn seems to shine on the horizon.20 
 
 Two works that focus specifically on the history of the liturgical year are The Origins of 
the Liturgical Year by Thomas Talley21 and The Liturgical Year: Its History and Its Meaning 
after the Reform of the Liturgy by Adolf Adam.22  These two books are standard texts on the 
theological interpretation of the liturgical year as well as the historical evolution of the calendar.  
Maxwell Johnson’s book, Between Memory and Hope: Readings on the Liturgical Year, contains 
several essays by Talley as well as other liturgical scholars.  These essays cover topics on 
liturgical seasons covering historical developments as well as modern expressions across a 
variety of denominations.23 
We live, this is to say, between memory and hope, between his coming and his coming; 
and the present which is the threshold between these, between memory and hope, 
between past and future, this present is the locus of the presence of him who is at once 
Lord of history and its consummation.24 
 
 Philip Pfatteicher uses the metaphor of a journey to describe the liturgical year.  
Pfatteicher’s book, Journey into the Heart of God: Living the Liturgical Year, describes the 
liturgical year as a pilgrimage. “The metaphor of pilgrimage serves to open and unfold to us the 
nature of the Church as year by year the Christian wayfarers make their way through the cycles 
                                                
 20 Alexander Schmemann, Great Lent, rev. ed. (Crestwood, N.Y.: St. Vladimir, 1969), 
15. 
 
 21 Thomas J. Talley, The Origins of the Liturgical Year, 2nd ed. (Collegeville, Minn: 
Liturgical Press, 1991). 
 
 22 Adolf Adam, The Liturgical Year: Its History and Its Meaning After the Reform of the 
Liturgy (Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 1990). 
 
 23 Maxwell E. Johnson, ed., Between Memory and Hope: Readings on the Liturgical Year 
(Collegeville, Minn.: Liturgical Press, 2000), Amazon kindle edition. 
 
 24 Ibid., location 73. 
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of the seasons, ever constant yet ever-new, retracing yet again the great circle.”25 Pfatteicher 
writes that the liturgical year sanctifies time.  The liturgical calendar is not just a litany of 
historical remembrances, it sanctifies the earthly cycle of days, months, and seasons, “connecting 
it to the life of Christ and his Church.”26 
 Pfatteicher’s book has chapters on each of the seasons within the liturgical year, Advent, 
Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Holy Week, Easter, and Ordinary Time.  He explains the historical 
development of the seasons, specific days of celebration for each season, the modern expressions 
of the season, and associated customs.  Along with the image of a pilgrimage, Pffateicher also 
describes the liturgical year as a distinctive creation of the Church, an art form encompassing all 
other arts created over time and across cultures. “The liturgical year finds its power not only in 
the strength of its doctrine but in its character as a work of art, a compelling creation of the 
imagination.  It is a collective composition, shaped over many centuries, even millennia, by 
diverse hands and many cultures.”27 
 Egeria: Diary of a Pilgrimage is a first-person account of worship practices in 5th 
Century Jerusalem.  Egeria, a nun, travels on four pilgrimages to holy sites in Jerusalem and 
details the various rites she observes and participates in.  The first half of her diary details places, 
holy sites and churches.  The second half details both the daily liturgy and the yearly liturgical 
cycle in Jerusalem.  Her journal covers the time of Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and Pentecost.  In the 
introduction to his translation of the diary, George Gingras writes, “for anyone seeking an overall 
                                                
 25 Philip H. Pfatteicher, Journey into the Heart of God: Living the Liturgical Year 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013). 
	
	 26 Ibid., 16. 
 
 27 Ibid., 7. 
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view of the liturgy celebrated in Jerusalem, and especially for a panorama of the great feasts, her 
desriptions are unique.”28 
 Madeleine L’Engle writes about the liturgical calendar as it intersects with her own 
personal calendar in a journal, The Irrational Season.  In this journal, L’Engle writes about the 
themes of the seasons of the liturgical year as they apply to her life in the form of journal entries. 
There are twelve entries covering the time period of one year, from one Advent to another 
Advent.  She includes some seasons and some specific days of celebration, such as the Feast of 
the Holy Innocents.  In each entry, L’Engle relates liturgical themes to her understanding of the 
world. 
 Although written in the 1970s, L’Engle’s reflections on the meanings of the liturgical 
year are still relevant. In the first entry, “The Night is Far Spent (Advent),” L’Engle writes about 
both beginnings and endings, Emmanuel’s appearance and our expectation of his Second 
Coming.  “In the Christian Church these weeks leading up to Christmas, this dark beginning of 
our new year, is also traditionally the time of thinking of the last things, of the ‘eschaton,’ the 
end. The night is far spent. The day is at hand.”29 
	 Robert Webber’s book, Ancient-Future Time: Forming Spirituality through the Christian 
Year, describes how the liturgical year can shape congregational spirituality.  He describes the 
liturgical year as, “Christian time.” Webber explains, “It is Christ who determines the Christian 
year, and it is through the practice of Christian-year spirituality that Christ is formed within us.”  
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Webber divides the liturgical year into two large categories, the Cycle of Light and the Cycle of 
Life.	
 The Cycle of Light, according to Webber, contains Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany.  
“The primary focus of worship and spirituality during the cycle of light is the incarnation of God 
into our history to rescue creatures and creation.”30 Advent is a time for waiting, to remember 
Israel’s wait for the Messiah and contemplate our wait for the Messiah to return.  Christmas is a 
time to rejoice at the coming of the light and Epiphany is the time to share the light with the 
world.31 
 The Cycle of Life, as described in Ancient-Future Time, focuses on the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. “The emphasis of the cycle of light is on the incarnation, whereas the 
central motif of the cycle of life is the death and resurrection.”32  Lent is a time of repentance and 
preparation for the death of Jesus.  Easter is a celebration of the fulfillment of God’s plan of 
salvation.  Pentecost is a time to remember God’s renewing presence among us.33 
 In his book, A Brief History of Christian Worship, James White describes the liturgical 
year in terms of two cycles, “nativity and paschal, consisting of four seasons: Advent and 
Christmas, Lent and Easter, plus the intervals in between.”34 White’s focus is on the historical 
development of the liturgical year.  He writes about worship in the early centuries of the 
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Christian Church and how the liturgical year is connected to the Jewish festivals of Passover and 
Pentecost.35  White explains the development of the calendar over time and through many 
different regions.  By the fourth century the liturgical calendar had formed into a pattern that is 
still widely in use today. “It is not particularly neat and tidy but it has rung true to the Christian 
experience of the gospel and functioned very well ever since the fourth century.”36 
 
Liturgy in Evangelical Churches 
 
 David Bebbington, Professor of History at the University of Stirling in Scotland, explains 
the history and development of the Baptist Church in his book, Baptists through the Centuries.  
He explains the roots of Baptist theology and ecclesiastical practice from the Reformation 
through the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries.  The author describes the evolution of Baptist 
sacramental theology and practice as it diverged from the Puritans and developed in American 
Baptist churches.  Bebbington details the transition of the American Baptist church into an 
evangelical identity.37 
	 Stephen Cowden, also of Baylor University, explains the process of liturgical 
inculturation in evangelical congregations in his thesis, Liturgical Inculturation of Baptists in the 
United States.  The author explains the history of Baptist liturgical theology and its development 
through the early centuries of American history.  Cowden describes the elements of Baptist 
liturgy and how they are expressed through both historical and contemporary examples.  The 
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author concludes with an argument for the importance of liturgical inculturation: “Baptists need 
to deepen their understanding of liturgical theology and of how their own beliefs are expressed in 
and through worship.”38	
	 The Cambridge Companion to Evangelical Theology is a collection of articles about 
different topics in evangelical doctrine and theology.  In the article “The Church in Evangelical 
Theology and Practice,” Leanne Van Dyk writes that the evangelical church doesn’t have a 
coherent ecclesiology.39  Historically, evangelical churches have eschewed liturgical models, 
“rejecting creeds, forms, and hierarchies.”40  This free church tradition, developed from Pietism 
and the Great Awakenings, is decidedly anti-establishment. “The “tradition” of denying 
traditions has had an impact on evangelicalism’s ecclesiology, giving it a certain ad hoc 
character.”41 
 Van Dyk writes that ecclesiology is not a part of evangelical identity, but there are calls 
for renewal in the evangelical community.42 She quotes several evangelical writers, including 
David Fitch, who believe that the lack of evangelical ecclesiology has led to an accommodation 
of secular culture in place of holding to historical doctrine and practices.  Van Dyk proposes 
developing an evangelical ecclesiology which is incarnational, Trinitarian, sacramental, 
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proclamatory, and eschatological.  Worship is integral to the process of ecclesiology and music is 
a large part of worship. “Music will be selected not for its emotive power but its congruence to 
convey the story of faith and reflect the community’s union with the Father through the Son by 
the Spirit.”43 The words and lyrics are more important than the way they are expressed 
musically. 
	 Karen B. Tucker’s thesis project, Working with the Worship Committee to Deepen the 
Liturgical Life of the Congregation through the Celebration of Advent at the Lexington Avenue 
Baptist Church, describes one of the effects a lack of liturgical understanding can have.  Tucker 
began her project because she saw a need in the worship life of the church.  The author describes 
the congregation as being passive, rather than active participants in worship.  She attributed this 
to a lack of “unifying liturgical ethos” as well as an anti-historical bias.44  The author describes 
the Free Church worship development within the Baptist community and the end result of 
disorganized worship with the main goal of being “happy time” for congregants.45 
 Westerfield Tucker’s project involved educating the congregation about historical liturgy 
and introducing elements of liturgy for the season of Advent, which had previously not been 
observed.  The congregation came to worship primarily to hear what the preacher had to say.46  
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As part of the introduction of Advent liturgical elements, the author invited members of the 
congregation to participate in creating a devotional booklet and participate in decorating the 
sanctuary with liturgical colors of the season.  The worship services for Advent included use of 
an Advent wreath.  The results of the study showed an increased appreciation in the liturgical 
calendar and understanding of the importance of participation in worship.47 
 
Liturgical Renewal 
 
 One of the first voices for liturgical renewal in the evangelical community was that of 
Robert Webber.  In his book, Evangelicals on the Canterbury Trail: Why Evangelicals are 
Attracted to the Liturgical Church, Webber describes his own journey into the liturgical 
traditions of the Episcopalian Church.  Webber was the son of a Baptist minister, a graduate of 
Bob Jones University, and a professor at a mainline evangelical college when he began his 
pilgrimage into liturgical practices.  Webber describes his desire for a return to mystery and an 
experience of worship he was missing.  His own personal spiritual journey is followed by a 
collection of others who walked a similar path. 
 David Dockery’s article, Who Are Southern Baptists: Toward an Intergenerational 
Identity, included in the book, The SBC and the 21st Century, poses several challenges to the 
Southern Baptist Church as it moves into the future.  One of Dockery’s suggestions for the 
church is to become interconnected with other denominations, to “find a way to hold hands with 
other believers who are committed to the Great Commandment and the Great Commission.”48 
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Webber writes about his experience with the liturgical year in those same terms.  “I join together 
with other pilgrims in the faith as together we reenact the significant moments in the life of 
Christ that draw us into unity with him and with his purpose.”49 
 This time of the church we are currently living in faces more and more challenges.  One 
of the current challenges is how to reach the generation of Millennials.  Millennials are currently 
largely young adults and are the age group most likely to be missing from mainline Protestant 
churches in America.  In his book, The Next America, Paul Taylor of the Pew Research Center 
writes about the disconnect between Millennials and the generations that came before them.  One 
of the major differences is their religious affiliations, a large percentage of Millennials self-
define as “Nones.” 
Despite the relative stability in church membership, the number of Americans who do not 
identify in surveys with any religion – the “nones” – has been growing at a dramatic 
pace.  As of 2014, more than one-fifth of the US public – and more than a third of 
Millennials – were religiously unaffiliated, the highest percentage ever in Pew Research 
Center polling.50 
 
 One of the ways that churches have tried to reach the religiously unaffiliated is through 
updating worship to reflect the secular culture. Updating worship music to contemporary styles 
resulted in what many refer to as worship wars. William Fisackerly’s thesis, Worship Wars: 
Minimizing Conflict and Maximizing Unity through Worship, is emblematic of the erroneous 
assumption that worship style, particularly non-liturgical contemporary worship will attract the 
missing eighteen to thirty-five year old age group.  Fisackerly looked at three churches in 
transition, from traditional to contemporary, framing in the worship wars viewpoint.  One of the 
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basic assumptions is flawed, and can be seen from the beginning of the study.  “We did not do 
any specific studies on historical worship liturgy but tried to develop the answers on our own.”51 
 Fisackerly made the assumption that everything in the worship service needed to be 
scrapped and made over in a “new” way.  The author processed this transition with three 
churches, looking for the best ways to create a new worship experience with the goal of 
attracting the desired population.  The paper focused on the process of change, without backing 
up the premise that this specific change was necessary and would have the desired effect. 
 Making worship more like the secular world is not the answer to reaching the religiously 
unaffiliated or Millennials. The Barna group had a recent survey of Millennials.  This survey 
asked questions about what Millennials want out of church.  One of the findings is that 
Millennials want to experience something outside of their normal day to day lives. 
A plurality say they attend church to be closer to God (44%) and more than one-third say 
they go to learn more about God (37%).  Getting outside the humdrum of their everyday 
lives to experience transcendence—in worship, in prayer, in teaching—is a key desire for 
many Millennials when it comes to church.52 
 
 The Barna group had another interesting research survey into the Millennial preferecnes 
for sacred space.  One of the questions asked preferences for altar areas.  Of the four options 
given, 70% of Millenials surveyed chose altars that were overtly Christian and traditional in 
appearance. 
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These patterns illustrate most Millennials’ overall preference for a straightforward, 
overtly Christian style of imagery—as long as it doesn’t look too institutional or 
corporate. Not only do such settings physically direct one’s attention to the divine, they 
also provide a rich context of church history as the backdrop for worship.53 
 
 With the rise of the millennial generation there is a renewed interest in recovering 
authentic practices of the historical church.  Many Millennials are leaving evangelical churches 
and choosing instead churches with worship practices that are liturgical in nature.  Some 
evangelical churches are exploring the liturgical practices which have been historically avoided 
because of their association with the Roman Catholic Church.  One of the liturgical practices 
which was left behind by many evangelical churches is that of the liturgical year. 	
 In his dissertation, A New Conceptual Framework of Christian Education for 
Evangelicals: Reappropriating Historically Orthodox Teachings and Practices of the Early 
Church, Fernando Arzola examines the essential matters of the evangelical church and how they 
compare to basic teachings of the Roman Catholic Church.  Arzola examines many parts of the 
Roman Catholic liturgical framework including liturgical worship patterns, lectionary readings, 
and the liturgical year.  One of the suggestions Arzola makes is to recover and implement the 
liturgical year in evangelical congregations.  He points out that the liturgical year encourages a 
more balanced “Christian-year spirituality” than celebrating only Christmas and Easter.  “The 
liturgical year provides an organized and historically rooted, Christ-centered rhythm which 
recalls the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus on a yearly basis.”54 
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 Melanie Ross writes about the common ground between evangelical and liturgical 
churches in her book, Evangelical Versus Liturgucal: Defying a Dichotomy. Ross argues that 
there is more commonality between evangelical and liturgical traditions than is commonly 
accepted. She writes that the main differences between the two is the, “shape of the ordo.”55 The 
liturgical churches follow what she calls an ecumenical ordo, “a transcultural, 
transdenominational pattern that has endured in Christian worship from the second century to the 
present day.”56 Evangelical churches, on the other hand, are thought to follow a frontier ordo, 
opening songs, sermon, and altar call for new converts.  Ross writes that differences between 
liturgical and evangelical churches are real, but the two are more similar than different. Ross 
believes there is a middle ground, “evangelicals who respect and appreciate other Christian 
traditions that preach from lectionary texts, pray with fixed liturgies, and celebrate a weekly 
Eucharist but have chosen not to adopt these forms for their own worship.”57 
 
Liturgical Year and Worship 
 
 True worship will focus on God and not on self.  Following the pattern of the liturgical 
year can help churches keep the focus on our spiritual lives instead of our secular calendars. 
Constance Cherry writes about this is her book, The Worship Architect. 
Fundamentally, the Christian year marks time based on God’s activity in the world. Just 
as a civil calendar is oriented around a public rhythm of time and includes dates and 
seasons that reflect common civic observances, so the Christian calendar is oriented 
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around a spiritual rhythm of time and includes dates and seasons that reflect Christian 
observances.58 
 
 As Mark Galli explains in his book, Beyond Smells and Bells, the liturgical calendar has 
more meaning than just a remembrance.  We are ruled by what Galli calls the “cosmic 
calendar,”59 experiencing seasons and the reality of the passage of time.  The liturgical calendar 
does not discard the cosmic calendar, it is in fact based on it.  Easter is determined by the timing 
of the first full moon after the spring equinox, not the actual date of the resurrection. 
While both time and eternity must continue to intersect, the meaning of time is 
determined by eternity.  That’s why the meaning of the liturgical year will sometimes 
differ in the Southern Hemisphere, where Lent, for example, occurs in what is its fall 
season.  The season seems to reinforce the sense of Lent’s preoccupation with repentance 
and death of the self.60 
 
 Robbie Castleman explores the importance of worship centered on the story of God’s 
salvation found in her book, Story-Shaped Worship: Following Patterns from the Bible and 
History.  She writes that the style of worship is designed for congregational tastes, but worship is 
not for congregations, rather should be focused solely on God as the only “audience.”61  
Castleman writes about the liturgical pattern of worship as it applies to individual services as 
well as to the arc of the liturgical year.  She explains the importance of the liturgical year in the 
spiritual formation of congregations. 
Using the incarnation, public ministry life, and Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension 
as a rhythm for worship year after year helps to school the congregation’s theological 
balance and helps counter an overemphasis on only part of the story that may lead to a 
truncation of the whole gospel for all of life.62 
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 Robert Webber also writes about the formational aspects of the liturgical year in his 
book, Ancient-Future Time: Forming Spirituality through the Christian Year. Webber describes 
the liturgical year as, “life lived in the pattern of death and resurrection with Christ.”63 Webber 
explores the different seasons of the liturgical year and how each can be used to shape personal 
and congregational spirituality.  He points out that following the liturgical year is not merely a 
repetition of historical events. “The spiritual purpose of celebrating God’s saving events is to be 
formed by Christ, to die with him, to be raised with him, to be born anew, and to live in the hope 
of his resurrection and return.”64 
 Dennis Bratcher of the Christian Resource Institute provides resources and information 
about the liturgical year on his website, CRIVoice.com.  There are articles about the seasons of 
the church year as well as the colors of the church year.  Each season of the church year has a 
section devoted to it.  The website has a page about Advent, Christmas, The Twelve Days of 
Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Holy Week, Easter, Pentecost and Ordinary Time.  Bratcher also 
provides resources for celebrating the seasons of the Christian year such as an Advent calendar 
and an article on the symbolism of Christmas ornaments.65 
 Harold Best’s book, Unceasing Worship: Biblical Perspective on Worship and the Arts, 
is about the author’s view and definition of worship.  Best approaches the subject through the use 
of the arts in evangelical worship.  Best approaches the topics of visual arts as well as music.  
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The book includes a discussion of the importance of liturgy and the liturgical year.  Liturgy is 
defined by Best as the shape and form of worship, not referring to traditional orthodox liturgical 
formats.  Best gives a reasoned argument for the use of liturgical year.66 
I offer the opinion that for all Christians there is something valuable about the theological 
force and architectural completeness of the liturgical year.  The lectionaries that nourish 
it, the prayers that adorn it, the colors and sensory materials that grace it, the temporal 
and procedural rhythms, the confluences, recurrences and particularities made with one 
panoramic vista – these and more, whether partially or fully used can intensify the way a 
local assembly makes its way through the systematic study of truth.67 
 
 
Doctrine in Song 
 
 Harold Best notes the variety of ways in which the liturgical year can be expressed, 
through lectionary readings, prayers, colors, and other traditions.  The focus of this paper is the 
use of music in the framework of a liturgical year. In his book, Engaging With God, David 
Peterson explains the importance of congregational singing as a teaching tool. 
Singing the praises of God and the Lamb is undoubtedly an important Christian activity.  
It is a way of affirming fundamental gospel truths together and of acknowledging God’s 
powerful but gracious rule over nature and history.  Together with teaching and various 
forms of exhortation, it can strengthen Christians to maintain their confidence in God and 
in the outworking of His purposes in a world devoted to idolatry and every kind of God-
rejecting activity.68 
 
 Singing is a way of affirming fundamental gospel truths.  It is also a way of teaching 
fundamental gospel truths and imbedding fundamental gospel truths deep in the minds, hearts, 
and memory of the worshipping congregation. 
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Singing has always been an important part of evangelical worship in America.  In his 
book, Jubilate II, Donald Hustad explains that singing was an important vehicle for the 
transmission of the gospel as well as the development of bonds within the community of 
believers. 
In historic evangelism, congregational singing was considered to be very important in 
laying a theological foundation for the proclaiming of the Word of God, as well as in 
uniting the congregation in corporate expression of their faith, their personal religious 
experience, and their oneness in Christ.69 
 
 Constance Cherry also writes about the functions of music in a service in The Worship 
Architect.  Songs have important and specific purpose in the service.  Songs provide, “the words 
of the conversation between God and people.”70  Some songs proclaim the gospel.  Some songs 
are prayers.  Some songs are praise.  Some songs provide encouragement or exhortation to the 
congregation.  All songs in worship should glorify God.71 
The music of worship serves a purpose beyond itself.  We must never engage in music 
for music’s sake.  All music, including congregational song, is “functional art”; its 
purpose is to tell the story of God and to facilitate the dialogue of worship.  In this way, 
all music will glorify God.72 
 
 Cherry writes specifically about the importance of music within the worship setting in 
The Music Architect. She explains the importance of focusing on God in song, the use of short 
and long songs, flow of music within a worship service, and creating a canon of song.  Cherry 
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writes about the importance of discovering a congregation’s “worship voice.”  Evaluating 
worship music and creating a balanced canon of song.73 
 J. Michael Walters book, Can’t Wait for Sunday, explains how the music we sing as part 
of worship is extremely important.  The lyrics of congregational worship songs will stick with 
the people.  No one ever leaves the sanctuary humming the sermon. They leave worship 
humming the melodies and singing the words inside their heads. 
Church music has long been used to convey information through a text.  Most of us who 
were raised in the church have hymn lyrics buried deep in our memories, phrases of 
theology and doxology that were planted there by singing the words over and over 
again.74 
 
 A study of J. G. Tonsing’s thesis, Searching for the "Good Song" Determining the 
Quality of Christian Songs within the Polarities of Worship, reveals the importance of evaluating 
music for use in worship.  He uses both musical qualities of a song as well as liturgical uses of 
song.  Tonsing evaluates specific hymns and songs for lyrical and musical qualities.  The music 
of Paul Gerhardt, Charles Wesley, Graham Kendrick, and Noel Richards are examined.  Tonsing 
uses criteria based on text, tune, text-tune match, and balance of polarities.  Balance of polarities 
refers to the balance of topics covered within each text.75 
 The Oxford History of Christian Worship, edited by Wainwright and Westerfield Tucker, 
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describes the importance of singing as a vehicle for storytelling. 
Singing is at home in the liturgy because worship bears, in Christianity as in other 
religions, the character of drōmenon, a complex “drama” of words and actions in which 
music may help to bring mental and physical activity together in unity or counterpoint.76 
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CHAPTER THREE 
 
Introduction 
 
 When Martin Luther nailed his Ninety-Five Theses to the door of the Wittenburg castle 
church in 151777, he didn’t intend to start a Reformation or create an entirely new denomination.  
Martin Luther saw the problems in the church and wanted to bring attention to them for the 
purpose of reforming the Roman Catholic Church from within.  The church had become a large 
bureaucracy, selling forgiveness and placing priests between man and God. 
 Liturgical practices in the Roman Catholic Church became more and more elaborate and 
the God-centeredness of worship had, for the laity, become obscured by the time of the 
Reformation. In the local church, the priest had become the agent through whom the people 
could approach God. With the priests acting on behalf of the believer, the congregation were 
spectators rather than participants. Returning God to the center and focus of worship was one the 
primary goals of the Reformers; the other goal was to allow lay participation in the liturgy, 
especially the singing of the Psalms and Propers, the latter now renamed the Choral by Luther. 
This congregational singing enabled the laity to offer praise directly to God.78 
 Martin Luther was not the first to take a stand against the corrupt practices of the church.  
John Wyclif and John Huss paved the way, both martyred for their efforts.79  Luther was not the 
only Reformer of his time, there were several different branches.  Two of the other most notable 
Reformers were John Calvin and Ulrich Zwingli.  Although the Reformers were united in their 
                                                
 77 Nathan D. Mitchell, “Reforms, Protestant and Catholic,” in The Oxford History of 
Christian Worship, ed. Geoffrey Wainwright and Karen B. Westerfield Tucker, (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2006), 311. 
 
78 Hustad, 184-6. 
 
 79 Ibid. 
	 38	
complaints against the Roman Catholic Church, they were not all in agreement among 
themselves.  Luther retained much of the structure of Roman Catholic worship, Zwingli rejected 
Roman Catholic worship practices entirely, and John Calvin fell somewhere in the middle.80 
 Martin Luther was a lover of music.  Luther championed congregational singing, writing 
many Chorales himself.  Hustad writes that Luther had three purposes in mind for hymnody: 
theological, liturgical, and pedagogical.81  The theological hymns were solid statements of 
Lutheran doctrine and theology.  The liturgical hymns had place and purpose in the worship 
service derived from their origins in medieval liturgy.  Most importantly, Luther used the hymns 
to teach doctrine, advising the congregation members to memorize them and sing them at home 
as well as in worship. 
 Zwingli developed worship services that were entirely different from Luther’s.  Zwingli 
did away with all liturgy, typically having scripture readings, prayer, and a long sermon.82  
Although Zwingli was himself a musician, he did not allow any music at all in the worship 
services, only responsive readings.  Zwingli also limited the celebration of the Lord’s Supper to 
four times a year, not weekly as in the Lutheran tradition.  Although Luther did not believe in the 
doctrine of transubstantiation, he did maintain that Christ is truly present in the meal.  Zwingli, 
however, determined that the Lord’s Supper was only a confession of faith.  This is the seed of 
the idea that communion is an ordinance rather than a sacrament.83 
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 According to Elwell, the word ordinance refers to the ordaining authority of Christ. 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are both called ordinances in evangelical churches and are 
considered symbolic representations of a spiritual reality.84 When the word sacrament is used to 
describe Baptism and Lord’s Supper, there is an understanding that the rites are means of grace.  
The Book of Common Prayer defines a sacrament as an, “outward sign of an inward and invisible 
grace.”85 
 Calvin followed Zwingli as the leader of the Reformed church in Switzerland.  Calvin 
reintroduced music to the worship services, although only in the form of metrical versifications 
of the Psalms and certain canticles, including the Ten Commandments.  Calvin was much more 
restrictive of instrumental music as well, removing organs from worship spaces and doing away 
with choirs as well.  Calvin thought that the only words worth singing in praise of God were 
God’s words found in scripture.86  Calvin did believe the Lord’s Supper to be a sacrament, but 
was unable to break the practice of celebrating it only four times a year.87 
 The Reformation in England did not happen for spiritual reasons, but for political ones.  
Henry VII broke with the Roman Catholic Church, set himself as the head of the church, and yet 
retained the Latin mass with some changes made for congregational accessibility and 
understanding.88  The Anglican Church developed its own rite of worship after the death of the 
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king in 1547.  This was the first reformed English liturgy.89   The Anglican Church returned to 
using choirs, leading congregational singing as well as providing choral anthems.  Anglicans 
developed the idea of a choral anthem.90 
 Under the rule of Mary Tudor (1553-1558) the Roman Catholic faith was brought back to 
England and many Protestant leaders were martyred. Some who were not martyred fled to other 
European Protestant centers such as Geneva and were influenced by both John Calvin and John 
Knox. After the death of Queen Mary, Queen Elizabeth allowed Protestants to return. The 
influence of Swiss Reformers helped to encourage the growth of Puritanism. The Puritans of 
England, and later early America, believed in scriptural simplicity.  The worship of these groups 
had no choral music and limited congregational music.   There were no physical symbols such as 
vestments.91 
 During this volatile time in England, the Book of Common Prayer went through many 
changes.  The first edition (1549) was closest to the Roman rite, some sacramental language was 
changed to reflect doctrinal differences and some additional prayers were added.  Changes were 
made again in 1552 such as the exclusion of vestments and replacing altars with communion 
tables.  During the reign of Mary Tudor, the Book of Common Prayer was revised in 1559 to a 
version closer to the earlier 1549 form.  After the Protestant return, the Puritan movement in the 
Church of England led to a 1644 version of the Prayer Book entitled, Directory for the Public 
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Worship of God in the Three Kingdoms.  This was renamed Book of Common Prayer and revised 
again in 1662, returning to the 1552 rite.92 
 Though the Reformers and those that followed were diverse in their ideas about the 
particulars of worship, they were united in their desire to return to biblical ideals of worship.93  
The Reformers wanted to restore the principles of worship from the early church.  The 
Reformers desired greater participation and understanding of laypersons, “the mass was to be 
transformed, and this transformation was to take shape as ritual intelligibility, as cognitive access 
to the meaning(s) of the Church’s services.”94 Each had differing opinions as to what that meant.  
These differences remain today. 
 There are Protestant churches that do not use any music, there are churches that allow 
singing but not instrumental music, and there are churches that allow both.  Sacramental 
theology is still markedly different in the various branches of Protestantism.  There are churches 
that teach the Real Presence of Christ as well as those that teach communion is only an 
ordinance.  All of these churches aim to be true to the biblical principles of worship as they see 
them. 
 As the worship formats changed, so did the use of the liturgical year framework.  
Churches who abandoned the liturgical form of worship also abandoned the Christian year.  
Beggington in, Baptists Through the Centuries, “Baptists were the people who took Reformation 
principles to their ultimate conclusion.”95  This desire to distance themselves from the Catholic 
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church drove them to separate from the Puritans in ecclesiastical, biblical, and liturgical 
practices.96 
Liturgical Year 
 
 The liturgical calendar, also called the church year, walks worshippers through the story 
of salvation through the course of one year.  This year is not aligned with the standard calendar 
year.  The beginning of the church year is not January 1.  The church year begins with the first 
Sunday of Advent, when the church begins to prepare for the arrival of Christ.  This date does 
not align with any secular date or holiday, not the beginning of the school year, not Labor Day, 
not the beginning of any of the four seasons.  This date aligns with Christmas, the day God 
stepped down from His throne and put on human flesh.  The central focus of the church year is 
the life, death, and resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
Advent begins the church year because the church year begins where Jesus' earthly life 
began — in the Old Testament prophecies of his incarnation. After Advent comes 
Christmas, which is about his birth; then Epiphany, about his miracles and ministry; then 
Lent, about his Calvary-bound mission; then Easter, about his resurrection and the 
sending of the apostles; and then Ascension (40 days after Easter) and Pentecost, with the 
sending of the Holy Spirit.97 
 
 The first historical document detailing the Christian year was developed in the first 
centuries after Constantine.  This calendar, known as the Chronograph of 354, was, “almanac of 
civic and religious feasts together with lists of bishops and consuls.”98  Within the list of martyrs 
is the first mention of Christmas being celebrated on December 25, VIII Kalends of January.  
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The Roman calendar focused around monthly celebrations, Kalends being the first day of the 
month.  So, VII Kalends meant seven days before the first day (Kalends) of January.  Another 
document from this time-period which details a Christian calendar is the Old Armenian 
Lectionary.  This calendar was central to the life of the church in Jerusalem in the late fourth and 
early fifth centuries.  The Jerusalem church celebrated Christ’s birth on Epiphany, January 6, and 
was slow to accept the change to December 25 as celebrated in the Western church.99 
 The Armenian Lectionary of the Jerusalem church contained major feast days and 
seasons such as Epiphany, Lent, Holy Week, and Easter.  It also contained dates for 
remembrance of local martyrs, Old Testament prophets, the apostles, and the dedication of holy 
places.  This lectionary is a good example of how feasts and events evolved through time.  “A 
Christian reshaping of time and space enabled people throughout the empire to orient themselves 
to a new religious imagination, one that was very much geared to each particular culture, its 
martyrs and local history, as well as the broader drama of Christian salvation.”100 
 The liturgical year of the United Methodist Church (UMC) is divided into six periods.  
According to their denominational website, the first section is Advent, which begins four 
Sundays before Christmas.  The second period is The Time of Christmas, the twelve days from 
sunset of Christmas Eve through sunset of Epiphany, January 6.  Next the season of Epiphany 
from January 7 until Ash Wednesday.  Ash Wednesday is the end of Epiphany and the beginning 
of Lent which lasts until Easter.  The Easter season begins Easter Sunday and continues until the 
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day of Pentecost, 50 days after Easter.  The last season is the season after Pentecost, or Ordinary 
Time, which lasts until the beginning of Advent.101 
 The Episcopal Book of Common Prayer (1978) divides the church year into seven 
seasons.  Advent is the four Sundays before Christmas.  The season of Christmas includes 
Christmas Day and the Sundays after Christmas which fall before Epiphany.  The season of 
Epiphany begins on January 6 and continues through Ash Wednesday.  Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday and includes the five Sundays before Easter.  The Episcopal calendar separates Holy 
Week as its own season, a Holy Day celebrated every day of that week: Palm Sunday, Monday 
in Holy Week, Tuesday in Holy Week, Wednesday in Holy Week, Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday, and Holy Saturday.  The Season of Easter begins Easter Eve and continues through 
Pentecost, also called Whitsunday.  The last season of the Episcopal Church year is the Season 
after Pentecost which continues until Advent begins.102 
 According to the Presbyterian Handbook, there are seven seasons in the liturgical year.  
As with the previous traditions, Advent is the first season and consists of the four Sundays before 
Christmas.  Christmas in the Presbyterian calendar lasts 12 days, from Christmas Day through 
January 5.  Epiphany is celebrated on January 6 and begins the season of Epiphany which lasts 
through Transfiguration Sunday.  Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent which continues 
through the Saturday before Easter.  The Presbyterian calendar gives special consideration to the 
Three Days (Triduum).  This time of the calendar begins the evening of Maundy Thursday, 
continues through Good Friday, and Easter Vigil, and concludes the evening of Easter Sunday.  
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The season of Easter begins Easter Sunday and lasts for 50 days until Pentecost.  The last season 
of the church year, and the longest, is the Time after Pentecost.103 
 There are as many variations of the liturgical year as there are Christian denominations. 
Most traditions have liturgical calendars which are very similar in form with the exception of 
Orthodox traditions.  Orthodox churches determine the date of Easter using the Julian calendar 
so it falls on a different date than Western churches which use the Gregorian calendar.  The 
Orthodox church also celebrates Christmas on January 7 for the same reason.  The liturgical 
church examined for this project is Lutheran (Missouri Synod.) For the purposes of this paper, 
the liturgical calendar of this tradition will be followed. 
 The modern liturgical year as found in the Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod) is divided 
into three large seasons, the Time of Christmas, the Time of Easter, and the Time of the 
Church.104 These seasons are divided into smaller segments focused around events in the life of 
Christ.  The Time of Christmas includes Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany.  The Time of Easter 
includes Lent, Easter, and Pentecost.  The Time of the Church, also Ordinary Time or Pentecost, 
takes worshippers from Trinity Sunday through the Last Sunday of the Church year, Christ the 
King Sunday, also called the Sunday of the Fulfilment.  Through the celebration of the church 
year we remember, retell, and relive the story of salvation. 
 The Time of Christmas begins with the first Sunday of the church year, the first Sunday 
of Advent.  Advent is from the Latin words ad (to, toward) and venire (to come.)  Thus, the 
Advent Season is a celebration of God coming to us.  During this season we consider not just the 
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gift of Jesus, Emmanuel, coming to us at Christmas, but also the fact that Jesus is still coming 
toward us as we look forward to His Second Coming.  There are four Sundays in Advent, the 
four Sundays before Christmas.  The Christmas season begins with Christmas Eve in many 
traditions and continues through Christmas Day and the First and Second Sundays after 
Christmas. 
 After the Advent and Christmas seasons we enter the season of Epiphany.  Epiphany 
comes from the Greek word epiphaneia (manifestation.)  Epiphany as used in the church year 
refers to the manifestation of Jesus to the Gentiles.  This happens in scripture through the visit of 
the Magi (Matthew 2:1-12.) Epiphany, like Christmas, has a fixed date, January 6.  Unlike 
Christmas, Epiphany is generally celebrated on Sunday even when it does not fall on Sunday.  
Churches that celebrate Epiphany usually do so on the Sunday closest to January 6.  The season 
of Epiphany continues until the beginning of Lent.  Since Lent is linked to Easter and Easter is a 
movable date, the length of Epiphany varies year to year. 
The Time of Easter 
 The Time of Easter begins with Ash Wednesday.  Lent always begins on a Wednesday 
because it begins forty days before Easter, not including Sundays.  Ash Wednesday is often 
celebrated by the imposition of ashes as a reminder of our sinful nature and need for repentance.  
“The observance of Lent has varied widely in Christian history and so has its definition.”105  
There are conflicting ideas about the origin of Lent; some traditions consider it a time of fasting 
in preparation for baptism and others link it to the forty days of Jesus’ temptation in the desert 
(Matthew 4:1-11, Luke 4:1-13, Mark 1:12-13.)  Lent is observed in the modern church as a time 
of fasting, repentance, and preparation for Easter.  Some Christians may choose to observe Lent 
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by fasting or symbolically giving something up in remembrance of Christ’s suffering and 
sacrifice.  In Protestant churches this is a matter of choice, not a requirement. 
From the perspective of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, "giving something up for 
Lent" is entirely a matter of Christian freedom. It would be wrong, from our perspective, 
for the church to make some sort of "law" requiring its members to "give something up 
for Lent," since the Scriptures themselves do not require this. If, on the other hand, a 
Christian wants to give something up for Lent as a way of remembering and 
personalizing the great sacrifice that Christ made on the cross for our sins, then that 
Christian is certainly free to do so — as long as he or she does not "judge" or "look down 
on" other Christians who do not choose to do this.106 
 
 The last Sunday in Lent is Palm Sunday.  Palm Sunday begins the remembrance of Jesus’ 
Passion, Holy Week.  Palm Sunday begins with a remembrance of Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem on a donkey.  It usually ends on a more somber note, heading into the last week of 
Jesus’ life.  The events of Jesus’ last week are celebrated on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.  
Maundy Thursday is a remembrance of the Last Supper and institution of the Lord’s Supper.  
Good Friday is a retelling of the suffering, crucifixion, and death of Jesus.  It is often a somber 
service which may end in silence.  Some traditions also observe Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday. 
 Easter is the most important observance in the Christian year.  Researchers who have 
studied paschal traditions believe the celebration of Easter could go back to apostolic times.107  
Easter is always celebrated on a Sunday, although the specific date moves based on the lunar 
calendar in relation to the spring equinox.  “The Council of Nicaea (325) decreed that Easter 
would be observed on the first Sunday following the first full moon of spring (northern 
hemisphere).”108  The Easter season doesn’t end with Easter Sunday.  Easter is celebrated for the 
six Sundays after Easter.  The Easter season ends with the celebration of Pentecost. 
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 Pentecost is celebrated on the fiftieth day of the Easter season.  Pentecost is the 
celebration of the day the Holy Spirit came down upon the apostles, appearing as tongues of 
flames, and causing them to speak in tongues (Acts 2:1-31.)  This is often referred to as the 
birthday of the church.  The season of Easter ends with the celebration of Pentecost.  After 
Pentecost the “ordinary time” of the church begins. 
 The Season after Pentecost, the Time of the Church, is the time after Pentecost continuing 
through the end of the church year.  This time of the liturgical year highlights the teachings of 
Jesus.  The lectionary readings include the parables and miracles of Jesus.  This is in contrast to 
the other seasons of the church year which focus on the events of the life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus.109 
 
The Time of Christmas 
 
 The time of Christmas includes Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany.  Advent is a 
remembrance of Jesus’ birth and fulfilment of prophecy as well as a time to look forward to His 
return.  Christmas is an extended celebration of Jesus’ birth and the events surrounding it.  
Epiphany marks the beginning of Jesus’ ministry while here on earth. 
 There are four Sundays in Advent.  These Sundays focus on Old Testament prophecies 
about the coming Messiah as well as New Testament preparations for His birth such as The 
Annunciation, Mary and Joseph’s travel to Bethlehem, and the prophetic voice of John the 
Baptist.110  As Constance Cherry explains in her book, The Worship Architect, Advent is a time 
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of recognizing the three comings of Christ, Christ incarnate at Bethlehem, Christ who comes to 
us and is with us now, and Christ who will come again.111 
 The first Sunday in Advent usually focuses on the theme of hope.  The readings for this 
Sunday from lectionary Year B include; Isaiah 64:1-9, 1 Corinthians 1:3-9, and Mark 13:24-
37.112  Isaiah is about the hope that the promised Messiah would come.  The 1 Corinthians 
passage speaks about the hope we have in Christ.  The Mark passage speaks of the future hope 
we have in his promised return. 
 The second Sunday of Advent usually focuses on the theme of peace.  The readings for 
this Sunday include; Isaiah 40:1-11, 2 Peter 3:8-14, and Mark 1:1-8.113  This passage from Isaiah 
speaks of the peace found in the comfort of God’s arms, He comforts His people and gathers 
them in His arms.  The 2 Peter passage is about the peace we have in the sure knowledge and 
understanding that Jesus will return.  In Mark, John the Baptist quotes the Isaiah passage, 
showing the connection between Old Testament prophecy and the coming of Jesus. 
 The third Sunday of Advent usually focuses on the theme of joy.  The readings for this 
Sunday include; Isaiah 61:1-11, 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24, and John 1:6-8, 19-28.114  This passage 
from Isaiah speaks of rejoicing in the Lord because He has granted me salvation.  The passage 
from 1 Thessalonians reminds us to rejoice always and remember that promise of the Lord’s 
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return.  The passage from John again quotes Isaiah and gives John’s testimony as he proclaims 
the coming of the Messiah. 
 The fourth Sunday of Advent usually focuses on the theme of love.  The readings for this 
Sunday include; 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16, Romans 16:25-27, and Luke 1:26-38.115  The passage from 
Samuel describes the Lord’s covenant with David and His promise to make a home for him and 
his people.  Romans explains the revelation of Jesus as fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy.   
The Luke passage details the Annunciation. 
 There are three threads throughout all of these Sundays.  The first is the Old Testament 
prophecy and its fulfillment in Jesus.  The second is the fulfillment of prophecy through Jesus 
and the third is the promise of His return.  Advent is about the Christ prophesied in the Old 
Testament, Emmanuel of the New Testament, and Christ the King who will return again in His 
Second Advent. 
 Christmas is one of the two major festival days which is regularly celebrated in churches 
who don’t observe the liturgical year.  It is not, however, often celebrated on Christmas Day 
itself.  Often Christmas is remembered either on Christmas Eve or on the Sunday before 
Christmas.  The liturgical calendar has an extended time for Christmas celebration, beginning 
with Christmas Eve.  There are traditionally services on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and 
either one or two Sundays after Christmas depending on when Easter falls that particular year.   
 Christmas is a time which is easily lost in the cultural consumerism which surrounds it.  
Worship has always been affected by culture.  In his article on world Christianity and culture, 
Bryan Spinks writes about the influence culture has on the worship practices of a community.  
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He explains that the problem lies in determining what is human and what is divine, what is 
negotiable and what is non-negotiable.116 
 We often consider this idea when talking about worship in other cultures, not in our own 
culture.  We may wonder how the local culture or indigenous religion affect the way worship is 
expressed as new Christian communities are developed.  Spinks, however, points out that we 
face similar questions in Western liturgies.  I believe that “consumerist” Christmas fits into this 
category.  Not just the incessant drive to purchase just the right gift, but also the unsettling trend 
not to have worship on Christmas or Christmas Eve at all.  “We don’t go to church on Christmas, 
that is a day for families to be together.”  Can’t families be together at church on Christmas 
morning?  Is this truly God-focused thinking or is it what Spinks refers to as, “American civic 
religion?”117  Explaining the liturgical calendar as found in the denomination book of the 
Disciples of Christ, he writes: 
There a bare traditional calendar of the church seasons is overwhelmed by days marking 
the American secular calendar.  We might like to think this was reclaiming the secular for 
the gospel, but actually it probably illustrates the synthesis of American civic religion.118 
 
 The season after Christmas is Epiphany.  Epiphany refers to both one particular day as 
well as a season.  The specific day of Epiphany celebrates the visit of the Magi.  The day of 
Epiphany is recognition of God’s revelation of Jesus’ divinity to the Gentiles. 
The feast of the Epiphany, which originated in the East and was adopted in Rome toward 
the end of the fourth century, focused on the visit of the Magi in Matthew’s Gospel.  It is 
probable that the baptism of Christ, the original focus of this Incarnation feast in some 
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Eastern churches, was not accepted in Rome because of the Trinitarian and Christological 
questions concerning the person of Christ that arose precisely at this time.119  
 
 Epiphany is officially celebrated on January 6.  This is a fixed date, like Christmas.  
However, generally Epiphany is recognized in worship on the Sunday closest to January 6.  The 
length of the season of Epiphany varies because it ends on Ash Wednesday, which is determined 
by the date of Easter.  On Epiphany Sunday the visit of the Magi is remembered.  The second 
Sunday of Epiphany is often the remembrance of Jesus’ baptism.  Both of these events, the visit 
of the Magi and the baptism of Jesus, are part of the revelation of Jesus to the Gentiles. 
 The revelation of Jesus as Messiah and His revelation to the world, including the 
Gentiles, is one of the main themes of the season of Epiphany.  Other major themes covered 
during this season are Jesus’ first miracle and his earthly ministry of teaching, preaching, and 
healing.  The last Sunday of Epiphany is Transfiguration Sunday.  On Transfiguration Sunday 
the mountaintop experience of Jesus with Moses and Elijah is retold.  It is on this occasion that 
Jesus is transfigured and revealed in His true form to Peter, James, and John. 
 
The Time of Easter 
 
The Time of Easter begins with Ash Wednesday which marks the beginning of Lent.   
Lent continues through Passion Week.  Easter is the most important celebration of the liturgical 
calendar and continues for six weeks after the day of resurrection is remembered.  The season of 
Easter ends with the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. 
There is some debate about the development of the liturgical calendar as dating from the 
time of Constantine and being a change in the way worship had been expressed in the early 
church.  In his book Introduction to Liturgical Theology, Alexander Schmemann states that the 
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development of the church year can actually be traced back to apostolic times because of the 
roots of Easter and Pentecost.   
Finally, we must also trace the basic principle of the Church year back to the apostolic 
beginnings of the Church.  We see this basic principle in the preservation by the early 
Christian lex orandi of Passover and Pentecost.  The Church’s adoption of these two 
basic Hebrew festivals is evidenced not only by the New Testament epistles but also by 
other early Christian writings.120 
 
 Schmemann explains that Christ died as “our Passover” and the Holy Spirit was given to 
the church on the last and greatest day of the Jewish festival of Pentecost.  He writes that the 
early church retained these feast days because they represented the biblical backbone of our 
faith.  The early church maintained these two festival days as yearly remembrances of 
Redemption and Salvation and they shaped the liturgical life of the Church.121 
 The first formalized description of Lent that resembles the modern celebration of Lent is 
found in the fifth century Wurzburg epistle and gospel list of readings for the Easter season.  
Lent began with Ash Wednesday and continues for six weeks until the celebration of Easter.  
These six weeks contained forty fast days, excluding Sundays.  This time of fasting was most 
likely a preparation for Easter and was an extension of what had previously been a three week 
time of fasting in preparation for baptism and joining the church on Easter Sunday.122  
 The celebration of Lent in most churches today is a time to focus on the suffering of 
Jesus, a remembrance of His forty days of temptation in the wilderness (Luke 4:1-13.)  Lent 
begins on Ash Wednesday, often with a service of imposition of ashes.  The ashes are a sign of 
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our mortality and sinfulness.123  This is a season of confession and repentance and recognition of 
our unworthiness in comparison to Jesus’ perfection.124 
 Ash Wednesday is 40 days before Easter, not counting Sundays.  It is the 7th Wednesday 
before Easter and does not have a fixed date because of that.  The Sunday after Ash Wednesday 
is the First Sunday in Lent.  The Sundays before Lent continue in countdown fashion until the 
Sunday before Easter, Palm Sunday. 
 One of the main themes of Lent is a remembrance of Jesus’ temptation, suffering, and 
death.  Lent also is a time to contemplate our own responsibilities as disciples of Christ in light 
of the sacrifice He has made for us.  Spiritual disciplines are also emphasized during Lent. 
 Palm Sunday is a remembrance of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem on a donkey.  
Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week, or Passion Week.  From Advent to Palm 
Sunday, liturgical time has been compressed.  Jesus is prophesied in the Old Testament, born in 
Bethlehem, and nearly completed His time of ministry on earth.  The liturgical calendar covers 
nearly 33 years in just a few months, from Christmas to Palm Sunday. 
 Palm Sunday begins triumphantly, and ends on a somber tone, looking towards the 
remainder of Holy Week.  On Maundy Thursday, the institution of the Lord’s Supper is 
remembered.  Maundy comes from the Latin word mandatum, a command.  Jesus gives a new 
commandment.  “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have 
loved you, you also are to love one another (John 13:34).”  Maundy Thursday is a remembrance 
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of the Passover meal Jesus shared with His disciples, the washing of the disciples feet, the 
Gethsemane prayer, and His betrayal and arrest.125 
 Good Friday is the second of the three days of the Great Triduum.  On Good Friday the 
trial, suffering, and death of Jesus are remembered and retold.  This service is often somber and 
ends in silence.  Traditionally there is no benediction at the end of this service as it is continued 
on Holy Saturday.  Holy Saturday is a time of the Easter Vigil.  Churches who practice the Easter 
Vigil may have an open time for prayer in the sanctuary that allows people to come and go 
throughout the day.   
 During Holy Week, liturgical time slows down to actual time.  Churches who follow the 
liturgical calendar take a full week to remember and retell the last week of Christ’s life, his 
death, and burial.  Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem happens one week before His triumphal 
return as the Resurrected Savior.  The final three days of Holy Week are referred to as the Great 
Triduum.  This encompasses Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday.  These three 
days are often considered one continuous worship service.126 
 Easter is the most important festival day of the liturgical calendar.  The word Easter 
comes from the name of an Anglo-Saxon goddess, Eastre, who was celebrated on the spring 
equinox.  The early Christians preferred the word pascha, which was associated with the new 
Passover.127  We get the term paschal from this, for example the Paschal Candle which is a 
representation of the light of Christ in the world. 
 Easter is a more than just Resurrection Sunday, it encompasses a season of the church 
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year that extends from Easter Sunday through Pentecost.  The main themes of the Easter season 
include resurrection, new life, freedom in Christ, and light shining in a dark world.  The events 
covered in the lectionary readings include the post-resurrection appearances of Jesus, His 
teachings, and His Ascension. 
 Ascension is officially celebrated on the 40th day after Easter, always on a Thursday 
although the date is variable because it is tied to Easter.  Many churches celebrate Ascension on 
the Sunday after its actual date, the seventh Sunday after Easter.  Ascension is not a commonly 
observed festival although it is certainly an important event in the life of Jesus and the story of 
salvation. 
No matter what the original liturgical expression of Pentecost may have been, its 
preservation in the Church – as the fifty day period following Easter – points once again 
to the Christian “adoption” of a definite understanding of the year, or time, of the natural 
cycles, as having a relation to the eschatological reality of the Kingdom.128 
 
 On the 50th day after Easter, Pentecost is celebrated.  Pentecost always falls on a Sunday, 
but again has a variable date due to its dependence on the date of Easter.  Pentecost, the birthday 
of the church, is a celebration of the gift of the Holy Spirit.  On Pentecost, and the Sundays after 
Pentecost, the church rejoices in God’s power and the spiritual power given to the church.  
Pentecost is also the beginning of the “ordinary” time of the church, the time in which the church 
is expected to minister and care for each other and the world.  Ordinary time is the time of now. 
God’s people use the Church Year calendar to help them in their worship life.  The 
Church Year calendar has two halves.  The festival half, extending from Advent through 
the Day of Pentecost, centers on the life of Christ, reminding us of what God has done 
and continues to do for us through His Son.  The non-festival half, extending from Trinity 
Sunday through the Last Sunday of the Church Year, focuses on the life of the Church as 
it is strengthened daily by God’s Word.129 
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The Time of the Church 
 
The Time of the Church, also called Ordinary Time, begins after Pentecost with Trinity 
Sunday and continues through the end of the liturgical year, Christ the King Sunday.  During this 
season after Pentecost the events and teachings of Jesus’ earthly ministry are remembered and 
retold. 
“Ordinary” refers to the ongoing work of the church to spread the message of Jesus 
Christ – His teaching, healing, restoration, reconciliation, forgiveness, etc. – the ordinary 
work and ministry expected of Christ’s followers.130 
 So although this time between Pentecost and Advent is sometimes called “ordinary” time, 
it is not ordinary in the sense of the word as we usually use it.  This time of the church is 
bookended by two festival Sundays which are not as important as Christmas, Easter, and 
Pentecost, but are worth noting.  The beginning of Ordinary time is Trinity Sunday and the 
ending is Christ the King Sunday.  Trinity Sunday is always the Sunday right after Pentecost.  
Both Trinity Sunday and Christ the King Sunday have variable dates because they are tied to 
Easter and Advent. 
 The readings for Trinity Sunday in the Year B Lectionary are Isaiah 6:1-8, Acts 2:14a, 
22-36, and John 3:1-17.131  The Isaiah 6 reading is very often used to demonstrate an outline for 
worship, God’s revelation and our response.  This passage also includes a reference to the 
persons of God, “And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go 
for us? (Isaiah 6:8a)”  The passage in Acts 2 references all the persons of the Trinity as Paul 
explains that Jesus was raised up, exalted, and received the promise of the Holy Spirit from God 
the Father (Acts 2:32-33).  The passage from John 3 contains the well-loved verse John 3:16 as 
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well as an explanation of being born again through the Spirit.  Any of these passages, or any 
other which mentions all three persons of the Trinity, helps to focus this particular Sunday on the 
complete revelation of God. 
 The theme of Kingdom gained some popularity during the early 1900s with the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America.  This group was founded in 1908 and a variety of 
Protestant churches made up its membership including Episcopalians, Baptists, Lutherans, 
Methodists, Moravians, and other Reformed churches as well.  In 1932 the Council published 
The Christian Year, which was meant to introduce the liturgical calendar to churches not using it 
and revitalize it for those that already were.  The Council added a new season between Pentecost 
and Advent, calling it Kingdomtide. 
For the period between Pentecost and Advent a new season is introduced, known as 
Kingdomtide, paralleling the recognized seasons like Advent and Eastertide.  During 
Kingdomtide the center of interest is the bringing of the message and influence of Christ 
to bear upon the contemporary life of the world.132 
 
 This idea of Kingdomtide was popular especially with the Methodists who only officially 
stopped using the designation during the 1980s.  It still appears in some worship bulletins of 
Methodist congregations today.133  Kingdomtide may not have stuck, but the word does 
encapsulate what this season of the year is about.  The prominent themes during this season have 
to do with the celebration and expansion of the Church as well as the mission of the Church in 
the world. 
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 Some of the other festival Sundays that happen during Ordinary time include 
Reformation Sunday and All Saints Sunday.  Reformation Day is October 31.  This is the date 
that Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses to the door at Wittenburg Castle.  This event is 
remembered in Lutheran churches on the last Sunday of October.  The connection to Halloween 
is not accidental.  Halloween has nothing to do with Martin Luther, but rather the date, October 
31, was All Hallows’ Eve, the night before All Hallows Day, more commonly referred to as All 
Saints Day.  All Hallows Eve was celebrated in the way that Christmas Eve is celebrated as a 
precursor to Christmas Day. 
 All Saints’ Day falls on November 1.  This day is usually remembered on the first 
Sunday in November.  All Saints’ Day is a remembrance of those who have died in the faith.  In 
the Roman Catholic Church this is specifically for martyrs.  Protestant churches consider all 
Christians who have died in the faith to be saints, so this day has become a remembrance of the 
dead in some Protestant churches, especially Lutheran and Methodist denominations. 
All Saints Day, November 1, recognizes Christians of all times and places as one large 
community of faith – past, present, and future.  Christ the King Sunday is celebrated at 
the end of the season of Pentecost on the Sunday before Advent begins.  It brings the 
celebration of Jesus full circle from incarnation to final Lordship when Christ will rule in 
glory.134 
 
 Christ the King Sunday comes at the end of the Time of the Church, it is the last Sunday 
of the church year.  The readings for Christ the King Sunday in the Year B Lectionary are Isaiah 
51:4-6, Jude 20-25, and Mark 13:24-37.135  The Mark passage is about Jesus glorious return.  
Both the Isaiah and Jude passages speak of God’s authority and dominion over all the earth.  On 
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this Sunday Christ is celebrated as the ruling King and we rejoice in anticipation of His return.  
This Sunday is sometimes also called the Sunday of the Fulfillment. 
Following the liturgical calendar is important because through the course of the year the 
church retells the story of Christ’s birth, ministry, death, and resurrection.  This continual 
retelling serves as a reminder for mature believers and as a place of learning for new believers.   
Jesus Christ came to transform all people and all cultures, and calls us not to conform to 
the world, but to be transformed with it (Romans 12:2). In the mystery of his passage 
from death to eternal life is the model for transformation, and thus for the counter-
cultural nature of Christian worship.136  
 
 
Offices of Christ 
 
 One of the earliest catechisms of the Reformation was the Heidelberg Catechism.  In this 
catechism, Christ is described as having a threefold office, munus triplex Christi.  This threefold 
office includes the roles of Prophet, Priest, and King.  According to Walter Elwell, “Theologians 
refer to these three offices of Christ, with all the other christological designations such as apostle, 
shepherd, counselor, intercessor, and head of the church being subsumed under one of these 
three general offices.”137 
 The Heidelberg Catechism explains the threefold office. 
 Question 31. Why is he called “Christ”, that is anointed? 
Answer. Because he is ordained of God the Father, and anointed with the Holy Ghost, to 
be our chief Prophet and Teacher, who has fully revealed to us the secret counsel and will 
of God concerning our redemption; and to be our only High Priest, who by the one 
sacrifice of his body has redeemed us, and makes continual intercession with the Father 
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for us; and also to be our eternal King, who governs us by his word and Spirit, and who 
defends and preserves us in that salvation he has purchased for us.138 
  
 The role of Prophet and Teacher is one of revelation, both present, past and future.  Jesus 
reveals himself and Jesus is the revelation. As Prophet God revealed himself to humanity 
through Scripture, reveals himself to individuals through faith in Jesus Christ, and will continue 
to reveal himself until the last day when Jesus returns in glory.  In the role of High Priest, Jesus 
is both victim and priest.  Jesus is the ultimate sacrifice and also the priest who intercedes for us 
through the sacrifice. As the eternal King, Jesus governs us.  At the same time, we join with Him 
as heirs of the kingdom. 
Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but 
in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all 
things, through whom also he created the world (Hebrews 1:1-2.)  
 
 In the New Testament introduction of the Scofield Reference Bible (1917), Scofield 
writes about the threefold offices of Christ.  Jesus as Prophet is God’s representative with the 
people.  The Prophet role is that of messenger of God.  The Prophet calls people back to truth 
and also explains things that will happen in the future.  Jesus reveals himself as the Son of God 
and the source of salvation.139  The role of Prophet is expressed throughout the liturgical year, 
but especially in the time of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany.  In Advent, the focus is on both 
the fulfilment of Old Testament messianic prophecies as well as his future triumphant return.  In 
Christmas God is revealed to us through the birth of Christ.  In Epiphany, Jesus is revealed to the 
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Gentiles not just through the visit of the Magi, but also through Jesus’ baptism, teaching, and 
miracles. 
The prophet in any dispensation is God’s messenger to His people, first to establish truth, 
and secondly, when they are in declension and apostasy to call them back to truth.  His 
message, therefore, is, usually, one of rebuke and appeal.140 
 
 God as Prophet is the ultimate judge who can separate the true from the false.  He alone 
can decide who is worthy, who deserves punishment, who deserves reward.141  In the Old 
Testament, the role of God as Judge is very clear in the laws He puts in place for His people.  
The laws are to be followed by faith and give a clear picture of what a holy people should look 
like.  The Ten Commandments given at Mt. Sinai set the standard for righteous living.  In the 
New Testament all authority is given to Jesus as the judge (John 5:22).  And Jesus will be the 
judge at the end of days (Revelation 19:11).  The Hebrew word used in the Old Testament for 
judge can mean to rule, judge, execute judgment, vindicate, punish, and govern.142  The Greek 
word used in the New Testament for judge can mean to distinguish, decide, try, condemn, and 
punish.143 
 Worship of God as Judge will emphasize the importance of obedience. When 
worshipping God as Judge, we can use legal terms to describe things such as sin.  In the view of 
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God’s judgment, sin is lawlessness.144  Advent, when we are preparing for Christ’s birth as well 
as looking forward to His return, is a time when we can focus on repentance and turning back to 
God, away from lawlessness.  Advent is also a time to remember that though we justly deserve 
God’s present and eternal punishment, God has sent Jesus to bear the guilt of all our sins. 
For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, 
separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. He has no need, like those high 
priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the people, 
since he did this once for all when he offered up himself (Hebrews 7:26-27.) 
 
 According to Scofield, the role of Priest complements the role of Prophet.  Where the 
prophet represents God to the people, the Priest is the people’s representative with God.  Jesus is 
the Lamb of God, innocent and holy.  He was the sacrifice and he made the sacrifice as our High 
Priest.  Christ offered Himself up for the sins of the entire world, and He intercedes for all people 
before God.145 The role of the Priest can be seen very clearly in the liturgical seasons of Lent and 
Easter. Lent is about the suffering and sacrifice of Jesus, Easter is the fulfilment of that sacrifice. 
Another name that is used for the Priest role is that of Redeemer. 
 In the Old Testament, God as Redeemer refers to the idea of kinsman redeemer.  If 
someone was experiencing a time of trouble, the person most closely related to them would be 
expected to come to their aid.146  Isaiah calls God the Redeemer as He is our ultimate rescuer and 
the One who we can count on in our deepest times of trouble (Isaiah 54:8).  In the New 
Testament, Jesus comes as the Redeemer to free us from our bondage to slavery and death.  He 
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pays the ultimate price for our redemption, His own death on the cross.147  The Hebrew word 
used in the Old Testament for Redeemer can mean to redeem, to be the next of kin, an avenger 
and a redeemer.148  The Greek word used in the New Testament for redeemed or redemption can 
mean ransom, redeem, deliverance, and redemption.149 
 In worship the name of God as Redeemer is appropriate for any time of the year, but 
especially the time of Easter when Christ’s redemptive work was completed.  Scripture passages 
including Psalm 19:14, Isaiah 54:5, Luke 21:28, and Ephesians 1:7 all speak of the Redeemer 
and our redemption in Christ.  The church itself has been redeemed and exists as a body of 
redeemed believers, a community of believes with a common bond.150 
Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my 
servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my 
kingdom is not from the world (John 18:36.)” 
 
 In his introduction to the New Testament, Scofield explains that the title of King is not an 
earthly title, but instead a divine title. Christ is the eternal King and the church reigns with him.  
Christ the King rules over all creation, protects his Church on earth, and leads its members to the 
Church in heaven.  
 God is named King throughout the Bible in both the Old and New Testaments.  In 
Hebrew151 and in Greek, the words used for king would have been clear to the peoples of the 
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time and both meant king, royal, sovereign, and ruler.152  In the Song of Moses, just after the 
Israelites have seen God lead them out of bondage and destroy the Egyptians, Moses and the 
people sing of God’s majesty and his reign over them (Exodus 15:18).  In Revelation, John 
writes of the eternal God seated on the throne and worshipped day and night (Rev 4:8).  God is 
the King of Israel from the beginning and is also the King of everything in Revelation at the 
end.153 Another name of God found in scripture that fit into the King role is Creator.  
 God the Creator is the beginning of all things.  He has made everything that exists, all the 
world, everything in nature, and all of mankind.154  One of the Hebrew words for Creator used in 
the Old Testament (Isaiah 40:28) means to create.155  Another Hebrew word for Creator used in 
the Old Testament (Isaiah 27:11) means to mold, as a potter.156  In the New Testament (Romans 
1:25) the Greek word for Creator comes from a word which means to fabricate, make, and 
create.157  It can also refer to a founder or creator (1 Peter 4:19).158  God the Creator is like a 
potter, but is not a potter.  God does not mold clay; He creates the clay.  God does not found 
creation, He is creation.  God the Creator made all things from nothing. 
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 In his book Portraits of God, Allan Coppedge explains that understanding the fullness of 
how God is presented in Scripture helps to shape both personal knowledge of God and ministry.  
“Yet, for teaching, preaching and discipling purposes today, the entire biblical picture must be 
taken into account if the church is going to call men and women to properly understand God and 
adequately respond to him.”159 One of the ways the Church can teach the entire biblical picture 
of God is to sing songs with lyrics that describe the three offices of Christ, Prophet, Priest, and 
King. 
God’s Story and Our Story 
 
 God appears in many roles throughout scripture.  How God’s roles are portrayed in song 
is important, but it is not the only factor to analyze when looking at a church’s songs.  In, The 
Music Architect, Constance Cherry writes about assessing the canon of music for a church.  She 
suggests analyzing a year’s worth of music that was used for congregational singing.  She lists 
many categories to assess for balance such as Revelation/Response, Vertical/Horizontal, 
Corporate/Personal, Eternal/Temporal, and God’s Story/Our Story.160 
 All of the offices of Christ can be summed up in the category of God’s Story and Our 
Story.  God’s Story songs are about what God has done; Our Story songs are about what that 
means to us.  Both types of songs can portray God in any of the offices of Christ.  God’s Story 
songs are the revelation of that role, Our Story songs are our response to that revelation.  God’s 
Story songs describe the eternal characteristics of God, Our Story songs express the temporal 
effect these characteristics have on our lives as believers. 
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 The Heidelberg catechism explains the connection between the offices of Christ and our 
lives as believers. 
Question 32. But why art thou called a Christian? 
Answer. Because I am a member of Christ by faith, and thus am partaker of his anointing; 
that so I may confess his name, and present myself a living sacrifice of thankfulness to 
him: and also that with a free and good conscience I may fight against sin and Satan in 
this life and afterwards I reign with him eternally, over all creatures. 
 
 As Christians we participate in the anointing of Christ.  We confess His name, through 
worship and evangelism, and in this way we are revealing Jesus to the world. This relates to the 
office of Prophet.  We present ourselves as living sacrifices, take up our crosses and follow him, 
and in this way participate in his priestly role.  We, as heirs of the kingdom and children of God, 
reign with him eternally.  In this way we participate in the kingly role.  The songs whose lyrics 
focus on Our Story help to explain our participation in the offices of Christ and how this affects 
our lives as believers. 
 In my analysis of the hymn/song canons I found the following categories for God’s Story 
songs: Creation, Birth, Crucifixion, Atonement, Resurrection, Second Coming, Eternal Reign, 
and Characteristics. The categories for Our Story songs are: Church, Salvation, Sanctification, 
Worship/Eternal Worship, Provision, Guidance, and Evangelism. 
 
Trinity 
 
 We worship one God in three persons.  A balanced song canon should have equal 
representation of all three persons of the Trinity.  Following the liturgical year allows for 
emphasis of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  The Father is represented in times like Advent when 
the focus is on the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies.  The Son is represented in the 
liturgical year during many festival seasons such as Christmas, Easter, and Ascension.  The Holy 
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Spirit is represented throughout the liturgical year with special emphasis in the season of 
Pentecost. 
 The three persons of the Trinity are equal in importance and should be equally 
represented in worship.  The Athanasian Creed written at the end of the fifth century expresses 
the importance of the Triune God. 
And the catholic faith is this, that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, 
neither confusing the persons nor dividing the substance. For the Father is one person, the 
Son is another, and the Holy Spirit is another. But the Godhead of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit is one: the glory equal, the majesty coeternal.161 
 
 The Creed continues, explaining at length the relationship between the three persons of 
the Trinity.  They are all uncreated, infinite, eternal, almighty, God, and Lord.  Even so, after 
affirming the importance of the Trinity, the importance of Jesus is clearly explained. “But it is 
also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully believe the incarnation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”  Jesus is the center of our worship, without his suffering death and resurrection we 
would be lost.  But Jesus is a part of the Trinity and, “in this Trinity none is before or after 
another; none is greater or less than another; but the whole three persons are coeternal with each 
other and coequal.”162 
 The importance of the Trinity can be seen in how God is named in the canon of church 
song.  Some songs use God, Lord, or King. Other songs make reference to God by capitalizing 
pronouns such as He and You.  Some songs name the Trinity explicitly, others have only Jesus. 
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 As I examined the canon of song from the three churches, I looked for the office of Christ 
portrayed in the song, whether the song portrayed God’s story or our story, and how God was 
named in the lyrics.  Chapter four examines my findings.  
	 70	
CHAPTER FOUR 
 
 
Overview 
 
 Chesapeake Church (CC) is a non-denominational church located in Calvert County, 
Maryland.  Although non-denominational, the church describes their theology as Reformed and 
professes the Westminster Confession of Faith as basis for their theology. The mission of the 
church is. “To reach unchurched people and help them grow into fully devoted followers of Jesus 
Christ.” The music used in worship at CC is primarily contemporary and their main source of 
music is Christian Copyright Licensing International (CCLI.)163  I was given access to their 
CCLI account to gather information about their services. 
 During the time-period examined, September 4, 2016 to September 24, 2017, Chesapeake 
Church used a total of 135 songs in their worship services.  King was the most commonly used 
office of Christ, found in almost half of the canon (Table 1).  The most common category of 
God’s Story was Atonement, and the most common category for Our Story was Worship (Tables 
2 and 3).  Almost all the songs referred to God as either Jesus/Christ/Savior or Lord/God/King 
(Table 4). 
 Grace Brethren Church of Calvert County (GBC) is a member of the Fellowship of Grace 
Brethren Churches.  Their mission statement is, “We want everyone to come to know Jesus, 
grow in Jesus, serve for Jesus and go share Jesus with the world!”  The music used at GBC is a 
mixture of hymns and contemporary songs.  The hymnal used by the congregation is The 
Hymnal for Worship and Celebration published by Word Music in 1986.164  GBC also uses 
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CCLI for contemporary songs.  I was given paper copies of the bulletins to gather information 
about the services. 
 During the time-period examined, GBC used a total of 95 hymns/songs.  As with CC, 
King was the most commonly used office of Christ (Table 1).  The Story categories also mirror 
those of CC, with Atonement and Worship being the most commonly used (Tables 2 and 3).  
Jesus/Christ/Savior and Lord/God/King were the largest categories for Trinitarian language 
(Table 4). 
 First Baptist Church of Calvert County (FBC) is an independent Baptist congregation.  
Their mission statement is, “We exist as a church to glorify God by making disciples of all 
people; disciples who manifest their maturity by exalting God in worship, by edifying and 
equipping believers for service, and by evangelizing nonbelievers.”  The music used for worship 
at FBC is traditional hymnody.  The hymnal the congregation uses is Majesty Hymns published 
by Majesty Music in 1997.165  I was given digital copies of the bulletins to gather information 
about the services. 
 During the time-period examined, FBC used a total of 123 hymns.  Again, King was the 
most common office of Christ represented in the lyrics (Table 1).  The most common category 
for God’s Story was Atonement, and the most common for Our Story was Provision (Tables 2 
and 3).  The first two churches, CC and GBC, had the categories of Jesus/Christ/Savior and 
Lord/God/King fairly equally represented.  FBC hymns used Jesus/Christ/Savior more than twice 
as many times as Lord/God/King (Table 4). 
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 First Lutheran Church (FLC) is also in Calvert County and is in the denomination 
Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod (LCMS.)  The mission statement of FLC is, “Joyfully 
proclaim God’s Word and enthusiastically share Christ’s love.”  FLC has two services, one 
traditional and one contemporary.  I have chosen to use the data from the traditional services for 
the purposes of this project.  The hymnal used by the FLC congregation is The Lutheran Service 
Book published by Concordia Publishing House in 2006.  I was given digital copies of the 
bulletins to gather information about the services. 
 During the time-period examined, FLC used a total of 180 hymns.  King was the most 
common occurrence in the category of the offices of Christ.  Priest, Prophet, and the combination 
of Prophet/Priest/King were almost evenly represented (Table 1).  Atonement was the most 
common category for God’s Story and Worship for Our Story (Tables 2 and 3).  
Jesus/Christ/Savior was the most common use of Trinitarian language with the Trinity and 
Lord/God/King being the second most common categories (Table 4). 
 All four of these churches believe the Bible to be the inspired, inerrant Word of God.  
There are denominational differences, most notably around the practice of Baptism and 
Communion.  Grace Brethren and First Baptist refer to Baptism and Communion as ordinances 
and both of these churches practice immersion Baptism of adults.  Chesapeake Church and First 
Lutheran refer to Baptism and Communion as sacraments.  Both of these churches practice 
Baptism by sprinkling, infants as well as adults. 
 First Lutheran church follows the liturgical year complete with lectionary readings and 
hymns for the particular season.  Grace Brethren Church observes Christmas and Easter as well 
as briefly touching on Advent and Holy Week.  Chesapeake Church and First Baptist Church 
only observe the holy days of Christmas and Easter. 
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Advent 
 
 The Sundays in Advent for the time-period covered in this project are November 27, 
2016, December 4, 2016, December 11, 2016, and December 18, 2016. Each of the four 
churches had at least one song which fit the Advent theme.  All the churches had Christmas-
themed hymns/songs.  First Lutheran used more Advent hymns than any other type of hymn 
during these four Sundays. 
 Chesapeake Church used the hymn “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”166 on the Second 
Sunday of Advent.  CCLI does have a section for Advent-themed songs.  However, when Advent 
is searched, the majority of the songs that appear are Christmas themed. The first Sunday in 
Advent was also Thanksgiving weekend and Chesapeake Church worship revolved around that 
theme with such songs as “10,000 Reasons” (“Bless the Lord”).167 The other Sundays in worship 
during Advent all revolved around worship and a general sense of joy, for example, the song 
“Glory in the Highest.” Although the theme of joy and words “bright and morning star” hint of 
the Advent of Jesus, it is not directly addressed. 
You are the first.  You go before.  You are the last.  Lord, You’re the encore. 
Your name’s in lights for all to see, the starry host declare Your glory. 
 
Apart from You there is no God, Light of the world, the bright and morning star. 
Your name will shine for all to see. You are the one. You are my glory. 
 
All the earth will sing Your praise, the moon and stars, the sun and rain. 
Ev’ry nation will proclaim that You are God and You will reign. 
Glory in the highest.168 
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 Grace Brethren used the hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”169 on the fourth Sunday 
of Advent.  The hymnal used by Grace Brethren has an Advent section with six hymns available. 
The bulletins of GBC did mention Advent on the second and fourth Sundays during this time 
period.  The fourth Sunday of Advent was a Christmas musical and the congregation sang the 
hymn “The First Noel.”170  The hymns sung during this time made connections between Jesus’ 
birth and death on the cross. For example, the last verse of “The First Noel”: 
Then let us all with one accord 
Sing praise to our heav’nly Lord, 
That hath made heav’n and earth of naught 
And with His blood mankind hath bought. 
 
 First Baptist used the hymn “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne”171 on the Third Sunday of 
Advent.  This hymn is the closest to an Advent theme even though it is technically a Christmas 
hymn.  The First Baptist hymnal does not have an Advent section, only Christmas.  The hymns 
on the first Sunday of Advent at First Baptist were all related to Thanksgiving as it was also 
Thanksgiving weekend.  The Sundays of Advent in December were all Christmas themed, 
beginning with a Christmas Cantata on December 4.  The Christmas hymns all reflect joy at the 
birth of the Savior and many have lyrics about salvation.  For example, the refrain of “Thou 
Didst Leave Thy Throne,” “O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, there is room in my heart for Thee.” 
 First Lutheran Church used Advent hymns exclusively for the first three Sundays in 
Advent.  There were a total of ten Advent hymns sung on those days.  The hymnal used by FLC 
has twenty-seven hymns in the Advent section.  The fourth Sunday of Advent at First Lutheran 
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was a Children’s Christmas program and contained all Christmas hymns.  The Advent hymns 
used at FLC have lyrics about Emmanuel arriving in human form as a fulfilment of prophecy.  
Many of the hymns also connect the cradle in the manger to the cradle in our hearts. The first and 
fourth verses of “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”172 are an example of this. 
1. Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! Behold the King of glory waits, 
The King of Kings is drawing near; The Savior of the world is here. 
Life and salvation He doth bring; Therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 
To God the Father raise your joyful songs of praise. 
 
4. Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple set apart 
From earthly use for heaven’s employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
So shall your Sov’reign enter in and new and nobler life begin. 
To God alone be praise for word and deed and grace! 
 
 Another hymn that relates Christmas to the heart of the believer is “Go Tell It on the 
Mountain.”  In the First Baptist Hymnal Majesty Hymns the last verse of “Go Tell It on the 
Mountain” is different than the versions in the other hymnals I examined.  In Majesty Hymns, the 
last verse reads, “He came to die for sinners, to take away our sin, that we may know salvation, 
and be complete in Him.”173  Jesus enters the heart of the believer through the decision to follow 
Christ linked to Christmas in the other verses.  This is a different take on the hymn than in the 
two other hymnals and the first five listings of the hymn on CCLI.  All other versions of the 
hymn use this as the last verse: “Down in a lowly manger, the humble Christ was born; and God 
sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.”174 
                                                
 172 Lutheran Service Book, 340. 
 
 173 Majesty Hymns, 212. 
 
 174 The Hymnal for Worship and Celebration, 138. 
	 76	
 Many of the Advent hymns used at FLC also compare Bethlehem to the second Advent 
when Jesus comes again in glory.  “The King Shall Come when Morning Dawns”175 is entirely 
about the Second Coming. 
The King shall come when morning dawns and light triumphant breaks, 
When beauty gilds the eastern hills and life to joy awakes. 
 
Not as of old a little child, to bear and fight and die, 
But crowned with glory like the sun that lights the morning sky. 
 
Oh, brighter than the rising morn shall dawn upon our race 
The day when Christ in splendor comes and we shall see His face. 
 
The King shall come when morning dawns and light and beauty brings, 
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: Come quickly, King of Kings! 
 
 
Christmas and Epiphany 
 
 For the purposes of this project, I will be examining the music from December 24 and 25, 
2016, January 1, 8, and 15, 2017.  This covers Christmas Eve through the beginning of the 
Epiphany season.  Christmas in 2016 was unusual because it fell on a Sunday, as did New Year’s 
Day on the following week.  All four of the churches used songs with Christmas lyrics on 
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day.  First Lutheran was the only church of the four to use songs 
with lyrics specifically about Epiphany on the Sundays in January. 
 Chesapeake Church was the only church of the four examined for this project which did 
not have services on either Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.  Chesapeake did have a 
Christmas Eve service with songs about the Birth of Christ.  CCLI has a searchable Epiphany 
theme with 32 songs; the Advent theme has 1,326 songs. There were no Epiphany themed songs 
used during the Sundays in January at CC.  One song from January 8th with lyrics about God 
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being revealed is “Spirit of the Living God.”176  This song is not about God revealing Himself to 
the world, but rather the person singing asking for God to reveal Himself. 
Spirit of the Living God we only want to hear your voice, 
We’re hanging on ev’ry word. Come and speak to us, O Lord. 
‘Cause when You speak and when You move 
When You do what only You can do, it changes us. 
It changes what we see and what we seek. 
  
 Grace Brethren Church had a Christmas Day service but did not have a Christmas Eve 
service.  The service on New Year’s Day at GB continued the Christmas theme. Both of these 
services used songs and hymns with lyrics about the Birth of Christ.  January 8th, Epiphany 
Sunday, the service was canceled because of snow.  There is an Epiphany section with eight 
hymns listed in GBC’s hymnal. The hymns used on January 15th were neither Christmas nor 
Epiphany themed.  The hymns used that Sunday were all in the Our Story category, two about 
sanctification and the third about worship.  The opening hymn for January 15th, “Another Year 
is Dawning,”177 recognized New Year’s Day. 
Another year is dawning: Dear Father let it be, 
In working or in waiting, another year with Thee; 
Another year of progress, another year of praise,  
Another year of proving Thy presence all the days. 
 
Another year of mercies, of faithfulness and grace; 
Another year of gladness in the shining of Thy face; 
Another year of leaning upon Thy loving breast; 
Another year of trusting, of quiet, happy rest. 
 
Another year of service, of witness for Thy love; 
Another year of training for holier work above. 
Another year is dawning: Dear Father let it be, 
On earth or else in heaven, another year for Thee. 
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 First Baptist Church, like Grace Brethren, did not have a Christmas Eve service.  FBC did 
have a Christmas Day service with two hymns about the Birth of Christ.  The hymnal Majesty 
Hymns does not have an Epiphany section. During the two Epiphany Sundays, this church used 
several songs about God being revealed to the believer, “It’s Just Like His Great Love”178 and 
“No One Ever Cared for Me Like Jesus.”179  Both of these hymns make reference to God’s 
revelation in the person of Jesus. 
“It’s Just Like His Great Love” 
Sometimes when clouds of trouble blot out the sky above, 
I cannot see my Savior’s face, I doubt His wondrous love; 
But He, from heaven’s mercy seat, beholding my despair, 
In love removes the clouds between, and shows me He is there. 
 
“No One Ever Cared for Me Like Jesus” 
All my life was full of sin when Jesus found me, 
All my heart was full of misery and woe; 
Jesus placed His strong and loving arms around me, 
And He led me in the way I ought to go. 
 
 First Lutheran Church had both Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services. As with the 
other churches, the hymns used for these two services were about the Birth of Christ. The service 
on the first Sunday in January had a mixture of Christmas hymns and hymns about the beginning 
of a New Year.  “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”180 is in the Christmas section of the hymnal, 
but also references the fulfilment of prophecy, “This is He whom seers in old time chanted of 
with one accord, whom the voices of the prophets promised in their faithful word.”  Unlike the 
other churches, First Lutheran’s hymns for January 8th and 15th were specifically about 
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scriptural occurrences of Epiphany.  “The Star Proclaims the King is Here”181 is a good example 
of this. 
The star proclaims the King is here; but Herod, why this senseless fear? 
For He who offers heav’nly birth seeks not the kingdoms of this earth. 
 
The eastern sages saw from far and followed on His guiding star; 
And, led by light, to light they trod and by their gifts confessed their God. 
 
Within the Jordan’s sacred flood the heav’nly Lamb in meekness stood 
That He, of whom no sin was known, might cleanse His people from their own. 
 
And oh, what miracle divine, when water reddened into wine! 
He spoke the word, and forth it flowed in streams that nature ne’er bestowed. 
 
For this His glad epiphany all glory, Jesus, be to Thee, 
Whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Spirit evermore. 
 
 
Lent 
 
 There are five Sundays in Lent, for this project those dates are March 5, 12, 19, 26, and 
April 2, 2016.  During these five Sundays the three non-liturgical churches used congregational 
songs with a variety of subjects of which three were Worship, Resurrection, and the Crucifixion.  
The liturgical church used more hymns about the Crucifixion and Atonement.  I did not include 
Ash Wednesday services because only First Lutheran Church observed Ash Wednesday. 
 During the five Sundays of Lent examined for this project, Chesapeake Church had 
congregational songs on a variety of topics.  There were many songs which had lyrics about 
Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, but none about the suffering He endured. CCLI does have a Lent 
section in its themes, but it only contains 163 songs. Two-thirds of the songs used in worship 
during this time period were Our Story songs.  The ones which were God’s Story songs were 
about the Resurrection and God’s Eternal Reign.  Of the songs CC used which did make mention 
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of the Cross, most were focused on Salvation and the Resurrection.  An example of this type of 
lyric can be seen in the song “Stronger”: 
There is Love that came for us, humbled to a sinner’s cross 
You broke my shame and sinfulness, You rose again victorious 
You are stronger, You are stronger, Sin is broken, You have saved me 
It is written, Christ is risen, Jesus You are Lord of all.182 
  
 Grace Brethren Church also used songs with lyrics on a variety of topics during Lent.  
The majority of the songs used during this time period at GB were in the category of Our Story.  
The hymnal used at GBC has fifty-six hymns listed under the category of “CHRIST – 
Atonement, Crucifixion, Suffering and Death.”  None of the hymns from this section were sung 
during the five Sundays of Lent.  The songs and hymns which were used did not mention Jesus’ 
suffering and death on the cross.  Only one song used during this time-period contained lyrics 
about the cross, “At the Cross.”183 This song was used on the first Sunday in Lent.  “At the 
Cross” is a song about God’s love and faithfulness.  The verses talk about God surrounding, 
protecting and upholding the believer.  The chorus contains lyrics about the Cross. Although it is 
clear to a believer who this song is about, Jesus is not named. 
At the cross I bow my knee, where Your blood was shed for me 
There’s no greater love than this, You have overcome the grave 
Your glory fills the highest place, what can separate me now. 
  
 First Baptist Church was the only non-liturgical church in this study which used a hymn 
with lyrics about the Crucifixion. The hymnal First Baptist uses has a section entitled “The 
Cross” with twenty-seven hymns listed.  None of the hymns listed in this section were used 
during the five Sundays in Lent.  One hymn, “Nothing But the Blood,”184 sung on the last 
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Sunday in Lent referenced the Blood of Jesus, but did not mention the Cross.  Another hymn 
from the same Sunday, “Praise Him! Praise Him!,”185 has one verse about the crucifixion. 
Praise Him! Praise Him! Jesus, our blessed Redeemer! 
For our sins he suffered, and bled and died; 
He our Rock, our hope of eternal salvation, 
Hail Him! Hail Him! Jesus the Crucified. 
Sound His praises! Jesus who bore our sorrows, 
Love unbounded, wonderful, deep and strong: 
 
 First Lutheran Church used twelve hymns during the season of Lent and of those, seven 
were about Crucifixion and Atonement.  The hymns about Crucifixion and Atonement are all in 
the God’s Story categories and describe in detail the suffering experienced by Jesus on the cross.  
An example of this can be seen in the second verse of “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou 
Broken.”186 
They crown Thy head with thorns, they smite, the scourge Thee; 
With cruel mockings to the cross they urge Thee; 
They give Thee gall to drink, they still decry Thee; 
They crucify Thee. 
 
 In the hymnal used by First Lutheran there is a Lent section with twenty-three hymns.  
Not all of the Lenten hymns focus on Crucifixion.  “O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days,”187 
for example, is about Jesus’ temptation. 
O Lord, throughout these forty days You prayed and kept the fast; 
Inspire repentance for our sin, and free us from our past. 
 
You strove with Satan, and You won; Your faithfulness endured; 
Lend us Your nerve, Your skill and trust in God’s eternal Word. 
 
                                                
 184 Majesty Hymns, 254. 
 
 185 Ibid., 20. 
  
 186 Lutheran Service Book, 439. 
 
 187 Ibid., 418. 
	 82	
Though parched and hungry, yet You prayed and fixed Your mind above; 
So teach us to deny ourselves, since we have known God’s love. 
 
Be with us through this season, Lord, and all our earthly days, 
That when the final Easter dawns, we join in heaven’s praise. 
 
 
Holy Week and Easter  
 
 Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday and ends with Easter Sunday.  For this project 
those dates include April 9, 13, 14, 16, 23, and 30.  The Triduum of Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday, and Holy Saturday was not observed completely by any of the churches in the study.  
First Lutheran had both Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.  Chesapeake Church had a Lenten 
Cantata on Good Friday.  Chesapeake Church and First Baptist did not have any special services 
for Holy Week.  Easter Sunday was on April 16th, the 23rd and 30th are a continuation of the 
Easter season. 
 From April 9th through April 30th, Chesapeake Church did not sing any songs with lyrics 
that either specifically mentioned or indirectly refer to the Resurrection.  The songs used on Palm 
Sunday at CC did not refer to Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem and none contained the 
word “Hosanna.” CC did not have services on Maundy Thursday or Good Friday. On Easter 
Sunday, CC sang songs about the sacrifice Jesus made on the Cross.  Five of the six songs used 
Easter Sunday had references to Jesus’ suffering, or Crucifixion, or Blood.  An example of this 
type of lyric can be seen in the song “Sings My Soul”:  
O the love of my Saviour, O the love of my King 
Pierced for my transgressions, broken for my sins 
My punishment was upon You, You wore the crown of my shame 
And You bought me life eternal with the last breath You gave 
 
Sings my soul, sings my soul 
The song from my heart overflows 
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Sings my soul, sings my soul to Thee188 
 
 Grace Brethren Church used three songs during the Easter season with lyrics about the 
Resurrection.  One, “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us,”189 was sung at the Good Friday 
service.  On Palm Sunday GBC sang a hymn about Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, “All Glory, 
Laud, and Honor.”190  GBC did not have a Maundy Thursday service.  Good Friday was 
celebrated with a Lenten cantata, “Song of the Shadows.” On Easter Sunday the service at GBC 
had two Resurrection hymns, “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”191 and “He Lives,”192 and one 
song about Jesus’ suffering and death, “Child of God.”193 
 Throughout the time-period examined, First Baptist Church used five hymns about the 
Resurrection. On Palm Sunday the hymns used at FBC did not contain the traditional Hosanna 
refrain or mention Jesus’ palm-strewn entry into Jerusalem.  FBC did not have services on 
Maundy Thursday or Good Friday. On Easter Sunday, FBC used one hymn about the suffering 
and death of Jesus, “Hallelujah! What a Savior.”194 First Baptist also used two of the same 
hymns as Grace Brethren Church, “He Lives”195 and “Christ the Lord is Risen Today.”196 
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Christ the Lord is ris’n today, Alleluia! 
Sons of men and angels say: Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
Song, ye heav’ns and earth reply: Alleluia!  
 
 From April 9th through April 30th, First Lutheran Church used ten hymns with lyrics 
about the Resurrection.  On Palm Sunday at FLC, three of the four hymns sung referred to Jesus’ 
entry into Jerusalem. FLC had both Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services.  Hymns on 
Maundy Thursday had communion themes, one such hymn was “Draw Near and Take the Body 
of the Lord.”197  Good Friday hymns at FLC such as “Go to Dark Gethsemane”198 and “Jesus, I 
Will Ponder Now”199 focused on Jesus’ suffering and death. 
 Easter Sunday, First Lutheran Church used two hymns similar to the hymns sung at 
Grace Brethren and First Baptist. “Christ the Lord is Risen Today, Alleluia”200 has a different 
tune than “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” and, other than the title, the lyrics are different.  
“Jesus Christ is Risen Today”201 is sung to the same tune as Christ the Lord is Risen Today but 
has different verses. 
Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! 
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 
 Although all four churches celebrated Easter Sunday, not all celebrated the main event, as 
we say at Christmas, the “reason for the season.” Easter is a celebration of the Resurrection of 
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Jesus. Hymns and songs about the suffering of Jesus do not fit with the joyful Alleluia of Easter.  
Observing the liturgical year helps organize hymns/songs to avoid conflict of meaning in the 
observance of God’s Story. 
God’s Story by Season 
 
 One of the benefits of following the liturgical year is telling the entire story of God.  
Throughout the year different aspects of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus are focused on.  
As churches tell God’s story, Our Story is also important.  In worship there is a pattern of 
revelation and response, God’s Story is revealed and Our Story is a response to that revelation. In 
some seasons of the liturgical year, God’s Story is more prominent.  Even churches that do not 
observe the liturgical year celebrate Christmas and Easter and these are times that God’s Story is 
more prominent in the lyrics of congregational song. 
 The four churches examined for this project had varying levels of God’s Story during the 
four seasons studied (Table 5).  Three of the four churches in the study had more hymns/songs 
which fell into the God’s Story category.  Grace Brethren Church had an equal amount of God’s 
Story and Our Story songs.  Most of the God’s Story songs for this time-period were about Jesus’ 
Birth. Three of the four Sundays in Advent fell in December, which is the time the secular 
culture is celebrating Christmas.  The Lutheran church also had songs about Jesus’ Birth which 
were reserved for the last Sunday in December, a children’s Christmas celebration. 
 The services from Christmas Eve through the beginning of Epiphany had a mixed 
balance of Story. Chesapeake Church used an almost equal amount of God’s Story and Our Story 
songs.  The three songs about Jesus’ Birth were all used on Christmas Eve and after that CC 
returned to using God’s Story songs which focused on Atonement.  Grace Brethren Church had 
more God’s Story songs than Our Story during this time, and all of them were about Jesus’ Birth.  
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First Baptist Church had only five hymns in the God’s Story category, two of those were about 
Jesus’ Birth and the others were about the Crucifixion and Creation.  First Lutheran had the 
largest group of hymns in the God’s Story category with the most variety of topics including 
Jesus’ Birth, Baptism, revelation to the Magi, Epiphany, and His first miracle. 
 During the five Sundays in Lent examined for this project, the three non-liturgical 
churches each had more than half of their songs/hymns in the Our Story category.  Of the God’s 
Story songs, Chesapeake Church used three songs about the Resurrection and four about God’s 
Eternal Reign.  Grace Brethren Church used two hymns about God’s Eternal Reign and one song 
about Atonement. First Baptist Church used ten hymns in the God’s Story category. Their topics 
were Atonement, Crucifixion, Resurrection, Second Coming, and Eternal Reign.  First Lutheran 
was the only one of the four churches to use more hymns in the God’s Story category than in the 
Our Story category.  Seven of the eight God’s Story hymns used by FLC during this time were 
about the Crucifixion. 
 For the Easter season, I included Holy Week and several Sundays after Easter.  Of the 
four churches examined, FLC was the only church to use more God’s Story hymns than Our 
Story hymns.  Five of the seven God’s Story songs used by Chesapeake Church were sung on 
Easter Sunday.  These five songs were all about the atoning death of Jesus on the Cross.  None of 
the songs used during this time-period at CC referenced the Resurrection.  Grace Brethren 
Church had a balanced representation of Story during this time.  Hymns and songs from the 
God’s Story category at GBC had topics of Palm Sunday, Atonement, Resurrection, and Second 
Coming.  Five of the nine God’s Story hymns used by First Baptist during the Easter season were 
about the Resurrection.  First Lutheran used sixteen hymns in the God’s Story category, ten of 
those mentioned the Resurrection. 
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Trinitarian Language by Season 
 
 The use of Trinitarian language to name God varied from church to church and from 
season to season (Table 6).  During Advent the two most popular ways to name God in the lyrics 
of hymns and songs were “Jesus/Christ/Savior” and “Lord/God/King.”  I will refer to the first 
category as “Jesus” and the second as “Lord.”  Chesapeake Church used “Jesus” to name God in 
ten of the seventeen songs sung during Advent.  Grace Brethren used “Jesus” in three hymns and 
“Lord” in three hymns during this time.  First Baptist had eight hymns during Advent which 
named God as “Jesus,” as did First Lutheran. 
 During the Christmas and Epiphany seasons, the same two categories were the most 
popular.  Chesapeake Church had eight songs with “Jesus” and five with “Lord.”  Grace 
Brethren used six hymns with “Jesus” and two with “Lord.”  First Baptist used hymns naming 
God as “Jesus” twelve times, and “Lord” three times.  “Jesus” occurred nine times in First 
Lutheran’s hymns, seven for “Lord,” and five for “Trinity.” 
 The Trinitarian language used to name God was more varied between the four churches 
during the season of Lent.  Chesapeake Church used “Jesus” nine times, “Lord” eight times, and 
“You” four times.  Grace Brethren was the only church of the four with a preference for “Lord” 
during this season, using it six times out of the thirteen hymns with “Jesus” showing up only four 
times.  First Baptist continued to follow the pattern of “Jesus” being used most often, sixteen 
times, followed by “Lord” used seven times.  First Lutheran’s hymns during Lent used “Jesus” 
almost exclusively, ten out of the twelve hymns. 
 Easter followed a similar pattern to the prior seasons examined.  “Jesus” was the most 
often used name of God in the hymns and songs of three of the four churches; CC, FBC, and 
FLC.  Grace Brethren was the only church of the four to use names from the “Lord” category 
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more often than names from the “Jesus” category. Of the four churches, Chesapeake Church was 
the most likely to use “You” as the name for God in their songs. 
 Overall the data shows that King is the most commonly used Office of Christ, followed 
by Priest.  God’s Story is most commonly expressed through songs and hymns about Jesus’ Birth 
and Atonement.  The categories of Our Story which are most common are Sanctification and 
Worship.  God is most commonly named as Jesus or Lord in the canon of songs examined for 
this project.  Chapter Five will examine what is missing and explore ideas for implementing a 
more diverse representation of God. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
 
Canon as Catechism 
 
 The Didache, one of the earliest extra-biblical sources for the rites of Christian 
initiation,202 is an instruction manual for initiation into the Church.  It distills the basics of the 
Christian faith of the early church and is thought to have been used as a teaching tool for new 
Christians.  The Didache contained lessons for Christian living as well as instructions around the 
rites of baptism and communion.203  According to Walter Elwell, the process of catechizing 
initiates fell out of practice during the Medieval era and became popular again in the 
Reformation.204 
 During the Reformation, catechisms developed into manuals of instruction for Christian 
beliefs written in question and answer form.205  Many of these catechisms are still in use today.  
Some of the most well-known catechisms are Luther’s Small Catechism (1529), the Genevan 
Catechism (1541), the Heidelberg Catechism (1563), and the Westminster Catechism (1647.)  
This is just a sample from early Protestantism of the many catechisms in use in many different 
denominations; Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Orthodox. 
 The function of a catechism is to give new believers a basic knowledge of the doctrine of 
the church.  Topics covered include the Ten Commandments, The Lord’s Prayer, the Apostle’s 
Creed, Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and other topics of faith. In mainline liturgical Protestant 
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churches, children are trained in catechism classes.  In the Lutheran church, for example, 
children memorize the Apostle’s Creed and parts of the Small Catechism as a precursor to 
receiving communion and becoming members of the church. 
 Evangelical churches do not have a formal catechism process. Discipleship happens in 
Bible studies, Sunday school classes, and during worship services.  The churches examined for 
this project did not use any formal liturgy such as the Apostles’ Creed or the Lord’s Prayer.  
Lectionary readings were done rarely; if done at all, it was in conjunction with the sermon, and 
usually read by the preacher.  A great deal of teaching happens during sermons, but what the 
congregation remembers the best is not the sermon, it’s the songs.  After all, no one ever walked 
out of a sanctuary humming the sermon. 
 In evangelical churches, the canon of song functions as catechism.  Words set to music 
and repeated over time become long-term memories. We don’t completely understand why 
music has this affect, lodging itself in our brains, sometimes for days, in the form of an annoying 
“earworm.”  In his book, This is Your Brain On Music, Daniel Levitin explores the connection 
between music and our minds.  Levitin is a neuroscientist who runs the Laboratory for Musical 
Perception, Cognition, and Expertise at McGill University.206  He does research on music and the 
brain in both musicians and non-musicians attempting to locate the regions in the brain which 
process rhythm, pitch, and musical expression. 
The common neural mechanisms that underlie perception of music and memory for 
music help to explain how it is that songs get stuck in our heads. Scientists call these ear 
worms, from the German Ohrwurm, or simply the stuck song syndrome.  There has been 
relatively little scientific work done on the topic.207 
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 This makes the music we sing as part of worship extremely important.  The lyrics as well 
as melodies of our congregational worship songs will abide in the collective memory of the 
people.  They will leave worship humming the melodies and singing the words inside their 
heads. 
Music clearly has a teaching, even a discipling, function to it.  Church music has long 
been used to convey information through a text.  Most of us who were raised in the 
church have hymn lyrics buried deep in our memories, phrases of theology and doxology 
that were planted there by singing the words over and over again.  Indeed part of the 
genius of early hymn writers, such as Isaac Watts and especially the Wesley brothers, 
was the ability to embed theological content into the minds of people who were unable to 
read.208 
 
 Given the power of music to ingrain itself into the human mind, and its role in conveying 
theology and doctrine, the lyrics of congregational song should be reflective of, and balanced in 
proportion to, the catechism, or beliefs, of the singing congregation.  The song canons of the 
evangelical churches in this project were not balanced. The Offices of Christ, God’s Story vs. 
Our Story, and Trinitarian language categories all showed strong preferences for limited topics. 
 
Balance of Offices 
 
 The Offices of Christ as Prophet, Priest and King were unevenly represented in the song 
canons of the three evangelical churches.  All three showed a strong preference for lyrics which 
expressed God as King.  Priest was a close second and Prophet only appeared a few times in 
each of the canons.  King was also the most often represented Office of Christ in the liturgical 
church, but the other roles were more evenly represented.  Also, the liturgical church had many 
songs which expressed Christ as all three, Prophet, Priest, and King. 
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 The role of Christ as Prophet is minimally represented in the song canons of the 
evangelical churches in this study. Seasons of the liturgical year which emphasize Christ as 
Prophet include Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany.  The season of Christmas was celebrated in 
all three churches, Advent in only one of the three, and Epiphany not at all.  The role of Prophet 
during Advent is two-fold, both the historical expectation of Jesus fulfilling Messianic 
prophecies, and the present expectation of His return.  The role of Prophet during Epiphany is 
one of revelation.  Jesus is revealed in many ways.  His revelation is both historically to the Jews 
and the Gentiles and also a present revelation to the world of today. The addition of songs with 
lyrics using Advent and Epiphany themes would help to fill the gap in this category. 
 
Balance of Story 
 
 The balance of God’s Story and Our Story in the lyrics of the evangelical song canons 
was slanted toward the side of Our Story.  Sixty percent of the songs used in all three evangelical 
song canons were Our Story songs and hymns.  As part of Our Story, the categories of Worship, 
Provision, Salvation, and Sanctification were evenly represented. Forty percent of the songs of 
the three evangelical song canons were God’s Story songs or hymns. 
 The topics covered in the God’s Story category of the evangelical song canons were 
limited.  Chesapeake Church had Atonement and Eternal Reign as the top two categories.  The 
top two for Grace Brethren were Atonement and Birth.  First Baptist had Atonement as the top 
category with Birth and Crucifixion tied for second.  Chesapeake Church and Grace Brethren 
only had a few songs about crucifixion in their song canons. 
 In contrast, the liturgical church had an almost even split between God’s Story and Our 
Story songs.  The Our Story song topics covered were almost the same as the evangelical church 
topics; Worship, Provision, Salvation, Sanctification, and Guidance.  The God’s Story song was 
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both larger in size for First Lutheran, and also more diverse in topics covered. Atonement and 
Birth came in as second and third largest topics.  The largest topic for God’s Story at First 
Lutheran was Other.  This category includes topics not covered in the lyrics of any of the 
evangelical churches.  Some of the Other topics include; Transfiguration, Epiphany, Advent, 
Baptism of Jesus, Doubting Thomas, Palm Sunday, and Communion. 
 Following the liturgical year would help bring more variety to the God’s Story songs and 
hymns in the evangelical churches canons. Lyrics that give a wider picture of the story of 
salvation found in Scripture would bring theological depth to the worship experiences.  There is 
more to God’s story than He was born and He died.  The story that came before He was born, the 
story of His life here on earth, and the story that has yet to unfold in the future is missing from 
the songs of the evangelical churches. 
 In her book Story-Shaped Worship, Robbie Castleman explains the importance of 
retelling God’s story through worship.  Congregational singing carries doctrine into the minds 
and hearts of the people.  When we leave out important parts of the story it can unintentionally 
create an inaccurate picture of God and the story of salvation. 
Hymn and song lyrics should be thoughtfully examined for objective content that recalls 
and celebrates God’s great story. More than a few hymn and song lyrics could be 
affirmed by first-century Docetists, fourth-century Gnostics or nineteenth-century 
Protestant liberals.  The latter neglected or denied the particularity of the incarnation, and 
such spirit-only faith is notable in many hymns written during the Enlightenment.  
Evangelicals often sing contemporary songs and choruses that celebrate the love of God 
but without reference to how God has shown this love in time and space.209 
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Balance of Trinity 
 
 The use Trinitarian language in the song canons of the evangelical churches was 
unbalanced.  The largest category for Chesapeake Church was Lord/God/King.  Almost half of 
their songs used these names for God.  Jesus/Christ/Savior was used at Chesapeake Church in 
thirty-nine percent of the songs. Jesus/Christ/Savior was the largest category for Grace Brethren 
Church, forty-one percent, and Lord/God/King was a close second at thirty-seven percent.  Fifty-
nine percent of the hymns at First Baptist were in the Jesus/Christ/Savior category and twenty-
eight percent were Lord/God/King. 
 Adding together the two categories, Jesus and Lord, gives a stark picture of what is 
missing.  Chesapeake Church used Jesus or Lord eighty-eight percent of the time, Grace 
Brethren used the two in seventy-eight percent of the songs, and First Baptist eighty-seven 
percent. What is lacking in these churches is the representation of God as Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit; that is, the Holy Trinity. The complete Trinity was present in only four to six percent of 
the evangelical song canons. One exception to this is Grace Brethren Church.  The Trinity was 
not present in the hymns, but Grace Brethren Church did sing the “doxology” at nearly half of 
the services in this survey. By contrast, the liturgical church named God as the complete Trinity 
in twenty-six percent of its hymns. 
 The Trinitarian nature of God is a basic tenet of Christian theology and this doctrine is 
missing from the song canons of the evangelical churches evaluated in this project. Use of the 
liturgical year as a formational guide for worship would help to ensure the Trinity is better 
represented in hymnody and contemporary-praise song. 
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Implementation of Liturgical Year 
 
 Theology and doctrine have been removed from our musical language in favor of lyrics 
that emphasize the love and mercy of God. This problem is substantiated statistically by the 
trends in scriptural illiteracy.  The Barna Group released statistics about the Bible in America in 
June of 2016.  According to the report, 25% of Americans never read the Bible outside of a 
church service or church event.210  Scriptural literacy is falling.  The same report predicts a fall in 
reading frequency in coming years as Millennials continue to become a larger share of the total 
population.  Only one-quarter of Millennials read the Bible at least once a week. 
We worship not just with our heart and soul but also with our minds (Matthew 22:37).  
Worshipping with our minds includes growing in the knowledge and understanding of the nature 
of God. Following the liturgical calendar is helpful because through the course of the year the 
church retells the story of Christ’s birth, ministry, death, and resurrection.  This continual 
retelling serves as a reminder for mature believers and as a place of learning for new believers.   
Jesus Christ came to transform all people and all cultures, and calls us not to conform to 
the world, but to be transformed with it (Romans 12:2). In the mystery of his passage 
from death to eternal life is the model for transformation, and thus for the counter-
cultural nature of Christian worship.211 
 
 In my experience, many evangelical church members consider anything related to the 
liturgical year to be Roman Catholic.  When the early Protestant Reformers broke from the 
Roman Catholic Church they took with them varying amounts of the liturgical calendar. Some of 
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the Reformers only retained Christmas and Easter as seasonal observances and that practice has 
continued today in the evangelical church community. 
  The two anchoring festivals are Christmas and Easter. One way to implement more 
aspects of the liturgical calendar would be to build around the celebration of Christmas and 
Easter by adding in the times of preparation, Advent and Lent. Pentecost is another time that can 
be easily to the calendar.  In Advent, the office of Christ as Prophet can be added.  In Lent, more 
of God’s Story can be used. During Pentecost, God as Holy Spirit is prominent. 
 Advent is not just a time for counting down to Christmas.  Counting down to Christmas is 
part of the cosmic calendar. Advent is not about buying each other gifts, baking cookies, or 
decorating the tree. During Advent churches focus their attention on the prophecies of the 
Messiah coming to us and the prophecies of His Second Coming.  It would be revolutionary to 
avert our eyes from the tinsel and refocus our attention on the cradle?  Not just the cradle at 
Bethlehem, but also the cradle in our hearts.  This is not an easy task.  Tinsel is shiny and we are 
drawn to it.  The world throws tinsel at us on TV, on the radio, in the stores, everywhere we go 
during December.  
 There are many online resources to aid in preparation for observing Advent.  The four 
weeks of Advent are sometimes celebrated with an emphasis on Love, Peace, Faith, and Hope, 
concluding with Joy on Christmas Eve and/or Christmas Day.   In churches with established 
liturgical calendars, these four weeks of Advent are often symbolized with an Advent wreath.  
There are four candles in a circle around a large white candle.  Each week a candle is lit.  On the 
first week, one candle is lit.  On the second week, two candles are lit, and so on.  The middle 
candle represents Christ.  This Christ candle is often lit on Christmas Eve, although some will 
not light it until Christmas morning or after midnight on Christmas Eve.  Many churches have 
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families light the candle at the beginning of the service; often there is a scripture reading or song 
accompanying the candle-lighting. 
 The Advent wreath is a very traditional way to observe Advent, but should anyone in a 
local congregation perceive the candles or wreath as “Catholic,” or simply too formal, there are 
certainly many other creative ways to participate in the Advent season without candles and 
wreaths.  One example of this is the Advent Conspiracy.  The Advent Conspiracy is an online 
resource available to churches.  This movement was started in 2006 by three non-denominational 
churches, The Crossing in St. Louis, Imago Dei in Portland, and Ecclesia in Houston. 
 The Advent Conspiracy organization labels the four weeks of Advent as Worship Fully, 
Spend Less, Give More, and Love All.  These four themes are not related to the traditional 
understanding of Advent.  Worship Fully is about living a lifestyle of worship and that God has 
invited us to come and worship Him.  Spend Less focuses on the idea that loving people and 
helping others is more valuable than any other gift.  Give More means that we should give to 
others the way Jesus gives to us, with His presence.  Love All is about how when we love others 
we give them a glimpse of how Jesus loves us and who He is.212 
 The Advent Conspiracy website, adventconspiracy.org, has free resources available for 
churches.  The free resources include a promotional video for use in worship services, a four-
week Sunday School curriculum, a four-week Family Guide, presentation resources, message 
resources, and links to homemade gift ideas on Pinterest. 
 As Advent is the time of preparation for Christmas, so Lent has historically been a time 
of preparation, prayer, and fasting to get ready for Easter.  Churches not currently observing 
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Lent may consider adding one or more of the Holy Week celebrations such as Palm Sunday or 
Good Friday.  Palm Sunday is more celebratory in tone, sometimes churches hand out palm 
fronds to the congregation as a visual reminder of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.  Songs and 
hymns using the word “hosanna” are sung.  The service itself often ends with a hymn or song 
which looks towards Jesus suffering and death later in the week. 
 Good Friday is a celebration of God who knows our suffering.  Our God is not a God 
who sits on high and watches us.  Our God stepped down from his throne, wrapped Himself in 
human flesh, and experienced our suffering.  Jesus knows our suffering.  He was despised, 
rejected, spat upon, tortured, and humiliated.  He knows our pain.  This is what Good Friday 
helps us experience, a personal God who sacrificed Himself for us. 
 Churches that practice the liturgical year as part of their regular practice have many 
different ways of celebrating Good Friday.  One of the traditional ways to worship on Good 
Friday is a Tenebrae service.  This involves reading the seven last words of Christ, signing 
hymns and extinguishing a candle after each reading.  At the end of the service the congregation 
may leave in silence.  Good Friday worship doesn’t have to be starkly liturgical like this.  One of 
the most meaningful Good Friday worship services I have attended was non-traditional. 
 A good example is a church that decided to have a funeral service for Jesus on Good 
Friday.  The pastor put a notice in the paper, with a description of the life and death of Jesus, 
written as if Jesus had lived and died in the community.  The pastor arranged to borrow a casket 
from a local funeral home.  The service was planned and as if it were a funeral, with the casket 
at the front of the sanctuary.  The sermon was a eulogy for Jesus.  On Easter morning, the same 
casket was in the sanctuary, open and empty.  Members of the congregation played out a 
“women at the tomb” drama, using the casket as the empty tomb. 
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 Pentecost is both a season and a holy day.  The day of Pentecost falls on a Sunday, fifty 
days after Easter, from the Greek pente which means five.  The season of Pentecost extends past 
the Sunday of Pentecost and continues until Advent begins.  The day of Pentecost is celebrated 
as a remembrance of the birthday of the Church.  Hymns and songs focused on the Holy Spirit 
are often used.  This day can also have a missional emphasis.  Pentecost has several symbols 
associated with it, including the flame and the dove.  Both flame and dove represent the Holy 
Spirit in scripture and can be used as visual reminders of the Pentecost story. The dove is 
present in all four Gospels at the baptism of Jesus (Matthew 3, Mark 1, Luke 3, John 1) and the 
Holy Spirit comes as tongues of flame on the first Pentecost (Acts 2). 
 Following the liturgical year does not have to be candles and incense, traditional hymns 
and clerical robes.  The liturgical calendar is descriptive, not prescriptive.  Telling the story is 
more important than how the story is told. 
 
Areas for Further Inquiry 
 
 There are many issues surrounding the liturgical year and its use in the evangelical 
church.  One area for further inquiry is the reason for not following the church year.  It would be 
instructive to know if churches avoid the liturgical calendar because of its association with the 
Roman Catholic Church, because of a desire to not be constrained by liturgy, or simply because 
of a lack of knowledge. 
 If evangelical churches are open to adding seasons or celebrations from the liturgical 
calendar, there is also an issue with finding appropriate songs or hymnody.  For a liturgical 
church, this is not a problem.  The Lutheran Service Book, for example, is organized around the 
liturgical year with a section for each season in order from Advent through Pentecost.  The 
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difficulty of finding hymns and songs with seasonal lyrics for an evangelical differs from church 
to church. 
 Grace Brethren Church has the most liturgical music readily available in their hymnal.  
The Hymnal for Worship and Celebration has sections under the heading CHRIST for Advent, 
Lent, Christmas, Epiphany, and Resurrection.  Any church using this hymnal would not have a 
difficult time adding liturgical hymnody to the services. 
 First Baptist church has a much more limited selection of seasonal hymns.  The index in 
Majesty Hymns has sections for Christmas, Christ’s Blood, and Christ’s Resurrection. This 
church would have a more difficult time finding hymnody for other seasons.  There are a few 
Advent and Epiphany hymns listed within the Christmas section, but there are only three hymns 
in the entire hymnal under the Holy Spirit heading. 
 Chesapeake Church has the most access to the largest variety of songs and hymns as it is 
not tied to a particular hymnal for its worship services.  Hymns and contemporary songs are both 
available through CCLI.  The limiting factor for Chesapeake Church, and churches like it, is the 
decision to use popular songs.  The songs chosen by Chesapeake Church are for the most part 
songs with a lack of specificity in the lyrics.  This can result in, for example, celebrating Easter 
without even one song about the Resurrection. 
 Another area of inquiry for further consideration is examining how the songs and hymns 
are selected.  Does it make a difference if the song selection is done by the pastor, the music 
director, or a group of people?  Is there a process to evaluate song choices other than ensuring 
the same songs are used too often?  Perhaps a tool for evaluating the canon of song over the 
course of a one-year period can be developed. 
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Conclusion 
 
 We live in a world where our lives are controlled by the schedules imposed on us by our 
families, our school lives, our work realities.  But we know that this world is not our home.  The 
liturgical calendar transcends the perfunctory and fleeting calendar that controls this world and 
our lives in it.  The liturgical calendar reminds us that we are part of a larger story, God’s story, 
and God’s story lives outside of time, past, present, and future existing together at once. 
And so Christmas is not just about the coming of Christ to Bethlehem, but about the 
coming of Christ to me, and about my going out to others.  And Easter is not about the 
empty tomb in Jerusalem some 2,000 years ago, but about the reawakening here and now 
of my baptismal death and resurrection in Christ.213 
 
 The liturgical year helps us live into the rhythm of Christian faith.  We wait for Jesus’ 
appearance among us.  We walk along as He is born, lives, suffers, dies, is resurrected, and 
ascends to sit at the right hand of God the Father.  We witness the birth of the church with the 
power of the Holy Spirit and we await His triumphant return as King.  Observing the liturgical 
year ensures we are telling the entire story of God’s plan for our salvation.  The liturgical 
calendar is not limited by form, style, language, or denomination.  It outlines the basic and 
timeless story of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, without any expression of those doctrinal 
issues which separate us. 
 The liturgical calendar also provides a rich panorama of church history as the backdrop 
for worship.  The liturgical calendar connects us to Christian communities across culture, race, 
language, and time.  The liturgical calendar tells the story of salvation and offers an experience 
of time that transcends that of the world and calls us to see the deeper meaning of our lives lived 
out through the Word. 
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Celebrating different events in Christianity at regular times helps the worshippers retain 
the major events of the faith most vividly and develops a sense of continuity with 
worshippers of all times and places.  A calendar reflects the belief that God created time 
for his plans, that Christ came in the fullness of time, and that worshippers have always 
set apart times for worship.214 
 
 The truth, however, is that Jesus is our worship leader and God is ultimately in control.  
There is no perfect song or song canon, all songs are imperfect reflections of God’s glory written 
by imperfect humans. We do not control God’s movement among the people by our song 
choices.  Harold Best puts it very well in his book, Music Through the Eyes of Faith. 
Bach’s Mass in B Minor, in all of its magnificence, beauty, and power, has no more 
earning power before God than garbage collecting.  Even though some would agree that 
garbage collectors are more socially necessary than musicians, this does not mean that 
collecting garbage brings one nearer God than singing Bach does.  There is a profound 
difference between great musicians activating our spirit and our truly being in the Spirit.  
It is in this sense that Christian musicians must be particularly cautious.  They can create 
the impression that God is more present when music is being made than when it is not; 
that worship is more possible with music than without it; and that God might possibly 
depend on its presence before appearing.215 
 
 God doesn’t need our help and we can’t make worship perfect. But we can strive to 
worship through God’s Story with less emphasis on Our Story.  We can attempt to worship the 
complete God, not just pieces of Him.  We can try to tell the whole story, not just the parts we 
like.  The liturgical calendar helps churches to ensure they are telling the whole story. 
Keeping God’s story central in worship is no small challenge in a culture that invites and 
encourages individuals to post, tweet, blog, IM and constantly update even the most 
mundane episodes of our daily stories.  Biblically shaped worship is a powerful way to 
remind ourselves that although we are beloved by God, we’re not really the star of our 
own story.216 
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 Worshipping in the context of the liturgical year isn’t a constraint, it’s a framework.  The 
story of the Bible is vast.  Using the liturgical year as a guide can help churches navigate the 
expansive story of Salvation as we attempt to comprehend the length, height, and depth of the 
love of Christ (Ephesians 3:18.) As the hymn writer Jaroslav Vadja writes, there is so much to 
sing about. Walking through the yearly cycle of liturgical calendar in worship services ensures a 
more comprehensive retelling of God’s Story. 
 
So Much to Sing About 
 
So much to sing about, so much to praise you for, 
So much I cannot live without and so much more: 
At which display of majesty the very stones are moved to shout. 
 
So much to sing about: once orphaned and alone, 
how could I dare believe the news that you would come 
to live and die, for me, for me! and so make sure my welcome home. 
 
So much to sing about: your wisdom and your love, 
That even three-score years and ten are not enough 
To count your gifts and search beneath the surface of your treasure-trove. 
 
So much to sing about: all I have seen and heard, 
your glory in my talents’ use my best reward: 
that others see what I have seen and sing with me:  “It is the Lord!”217 
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Appendix A:  Chesapeake Church 
 
Chart of Song Usage by Sunday 
 
Date Hymns Scripture Sermon Seasonal/Special 
Emphasis 
9/4/16 Beautiful One 
(3915912) 
Relentless (6428743) 
How Deep the 
Father’s Love for Us 
(1558110) 
You Are My King 
(Amazing Love) 
(2456623) 
*Romans 
8:31-38 
To Know Him: God 
is Love 
 
9/11/16 Salvation’s Tide 
(7054546) 
Good to Me (313480) 
Blessed Assurance 
(22324) 
The Church 
(5713181) 
 
 
The More We 
Change…. 
The More We 
Grow… 
Communion 
9/18/16 A New Hallelujah 
(5285860) 
Forever Reign 
(5639997) 
Hallelujah What a 
Savior (4897022)  
All Arise (7019321) 
All the Poor and 
Powerless (5881130) 
*Luke 19:10 The More We 
Change… 
The More We 
Reach…. 
 
9/25/16 Lay Me Down 
(6223577) 
The Church 
(5713181) 
I Surrender All 
(23189) 
Oceans (Where Feet 
May Fail) (6428767) 
The Stand (4705248) 
*Luke 9:23 The More We 
Change… 
The More We 
Follow…. 
 
 
10/2/16 Psalm 134 (Bless the 
Lord) (7062186)  
Nothing But the 
Blood (4179513) 
Mighty to Save 
(4591782) 
*Acts 10:34-
36 
The More We 
Change… 
The More People 
Matter 
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I Exalt Thee (17803) 
There is a Redeemer 
(11483) 
Savior King 
(4785897) 
10/9/16 Holy is the Lord 
(4158039) 
Endless Praise 
(6621430) 
All to Thee (145926) 
You Won’t Relent 
(5370823) 
*Philippians 
3:7-10 
The More We 
Change… 
The More We 
Devote… 
Communion 
10/16/16 Unchanging 
(4016669) 
This is Amazing 
Grace (6333821) 
Holy, Holy, Holy! 
(1156) 
Sanctuary (24140) 
*Colossians 
3:23 
The More We 
Change… 
The More We 
Honor… 
 
10/23/16 Ancient of Days 
(798108) 
I Have Decided to 
Follow Jesus (24494) 
Our God (5677416) 
Cornerstone 
(6158927) 
 To Get There: 
Repenting 
Profession of 
Faith Baptisms 
10/30/16 Let Your Glory Shine 
(5200852) 
Touch the Sky 
(7033417) 
The Wonderful Cross 
(3148435) 
Stronger (5060810) 
 To Get There: 
Separating 
Halloween 
Explained 
(Pumpkin Patch 
Party) 
11/6/16 Everybody Praise the 
Lord (2844637) 
In the Secret 
(1810119) 
Take My Life (And 
Let It Be) (4162843) 
Beautiful Things 
(5665521) 
 To Get There: 
Knowing 
Membership 
New Members 
11/13/16 Every Move I Make 
(1595726) 
Trust and Obey 
(22094) 
Rooftops (5875153) 
 To Get There: 
Serving 
Communion 
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The One That Really 
Matters (Chaotic 
Love) (6290304) 
11/20/16 Oh How I Need You 
(Find You) (6369101) 
Song of Hope 
(Heaven Came Down) 
(5111477) 
You Are God Alone 
(Not a God) 
(4243463) 
It is Well with My 
Soul (4460208) 
*Romans 5:1-
5 
To Get There: 
Enduring 
Safe Nights 
11/27/16 Sing, Sing, Sing 
(5114065) 
Alive (6605212) 
10,000 Reasons 
(Bless the Lord) 
(6016351) 
I Love to Tell the 
Story (29413) 
Good to Me (313480) 
 To Get There: 
Responding 
Thanksgiving 
12/4/16 Joy to the World 
(Unspeakable Joy) 
(5607039) 
Come, Thou Long 
Expected (3606551) 
We Adore You 
(4773122) 
Glory in the Highest 
(4822451) 
O Come, Let Us 
Adore Him (4568832) 
 To Get There: 
Comforting 
Christmas focus 
12/11/16 Light of the Stable 
(1914616) 
Shout for Joy 
(5808429) 
In Christ Alone 
(3350395) 
All Arise (7019321) 
 To Get There: 
Multiplying 
Christmas focus 
Communion 
12/18/16 Go Tell It on the 
Mountain (29080) 
How Deep the 
Father’s Love for Us 
(1558110) 
Agnus Dei (626713) 
 The Joy of Together Christmas focus 
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12/24/16 The Promise 
(5051922) 
O Come, Let Us 
Adore Him (4568832) 
Joy to the World 
(7040795) 
Silent Night 
(1746276) 
 The Best of the Story Christmas Eve 
12/25/16 No services    
1/1/17 No services    
1/8/17 Let it Rise (2240585) 
I Have Decided to 
Follow Jesus (24494) 
Hallelujah What a 
Savior (4897022) 
The Heart of Worship 
(2296522) 
Spirit of the Living 
God (7035191) 
Take the World but 
Give Me Jesus 
(144491) 
 Stand Alone 
Message: It’s Your 
Call 
Communion 
1/15/17 Psalm 134 (Bless the 
Lord) (7062186) 
This is Amazing 
Grace (6333821) 
Your Love Never 
Fails (5337172) 
Jesus Paid It All 
(4689508) 
The Stand (4705248) 
Psalm 134 
*Matthew 
18:23-27 
One Another: 
Forgive one Another 
(Part One) 
 
1/22/17 Rise (5112438) 
Hosanna (Praise is 
Rising) (4662491) 
Christ Be All Around 
Me (7016414) 
Great is Thy 
Faithfulness (18723) 
Give Us Clean Hands 
(2060208) 
James 1:17 
(offering 
scripture) 
*Matthew 
18:28-35 
One Another: 
Forgive One Another 
(Part Two) 
New Years 
Resolutions 
1/22/17 Endless Praise 
(6621430) 
Good Good Father 
(7036612) 
Great Are You Lord 
(6460220) 
 Vision, Mission, 
Core Values 
2017 Arts 
Worship Night 
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Oceans (Where Feet 
May Fail) (6428767) 
Break Every Chain 
(5910977) 
Cornerstone 
(6158927) 
1/29/17 Salvation’s Tide 
(7054546) 
Good Good Father 
(7036612) 
You Are My King 
(Amazing Love) 
(2456623) 
The One That Really 
Matters (Chaotic 
Love) (6290304) 
Be Thou My Vision 
(30639) 
John 15:5 
(offering 
scripture) 
*Matthew 
18:21-23 
One Another: 
Forgive One Another 
(Part Three) 
 
2/5/17 Sing, Sing, Sing 
(5114065) 
Relentless (6428743) 
How Deep the 
Father’s Love for Us 
(1558110) 
O Come to the Altar 
(7051511) 
Awakening 
(5677399) 
The Steadfast Love 
(21590) 
Ephesians 2:1-
5 
1 Chronicles 
29:14 
(offering 
scripture) 
*Luke 10:25-
37 
One Another: Love 
One Another (Part 
One) 
 
2/12/17 There is Power 
(4437334) 
Forever Reign 
(5639997) 
Oh the Blood 
(5783630) 
All the Poor and 
Powerless (5881130) 
Doxology (19935) 
Matthew 6:33 
(offering 
scripture) 
*Luke 10:25-
37 
One Another: Love 
One Another (Part 
Two) 
Communion 
2/19/17 Let Your Glory Shine 
(5200852) 
Endless Praise 
(6621430) 
Take My Life (And 
Let It Be) (4162843) 
Psalm 84:2 
(offering 
scripture) 
*Luke 10:25-
37 
One Another: Love 
One Another (Part 
Three) 
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O Come to the Altar 
(7051511) 
2/26/17 Lay Me Down 
(6223577) 
You Make Me Brave 
(7003306) 
I Surrender All 
(23189) 
Break Every Chain 
(5910977) 
No Sacrifice 
(3556986) 
Deuteronomy 
7:9 (offering 
scripture) 
Psalm 107 
*Malachi 
3:13-17 
One Another: Serve 
One Another (Part 
One) 
 
3/5/17 My Redeemer Lives 
(2397964) 
King of Glory (Paul 
Meany) 
I Give You My Heart 
(1866132) 
Blessed Assurance 
(22324) 
Priceless Treasure 
(4100812) 
*Malachi 3:12 One Another: Serve 
One Another (Part 
Two) 
 
3/12/17 Everybody Praise the 
Lord (2844637) 
Alive (6605212) 
Waiting Here for You 
(5925663) 
Holy, Holy, Holy! 
(1156) 
Habakkuk 1:5 
(offering 
scripture) 
*Malachi 3:11 
One Another: Serve 
One Another (Part 
Three) 
Communion 
3/19/17 Blessed Be Your 
Name (3798438) 
Beautiful Things 
(5665521) 
Stronger (5060810) 
Revelation Song 
(4447960) 
Galatians 5:13 
(offering 
scripture) 
*Malachi 3:10 
One Another: Serve 
One Another (Part 
Four) 
Profession of 
Faith Baptisms 
3/26/17 This is Amazing 
Grace (6333821) 
Come, Thou Fount of 
Every Blessing 
(3630228) 
10,000 Reasons 
(Bless the Lord) 
(6016351) 
*John 11:17-
37 
Raising Questions: A 
Question of Comfort 
Profession of 
Faith and 
Covenant 
Baptisms 
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Future/Past (7016287) 
How Great is Our 
God (4348399) 
4/2/17 I Am Free (4220974) 
Touch the Sky 
(7033417) 
Forever Reign 
(5639997) 
Because He Lives 
(16880) 
Great Are You Lord 
(6460220) 
2 Samuel 7:22 
(offering 
scripture) 
*John 11:38-
44 
Raising Questions: A 
Teaching Question 
 
4/9/17 In the River 
(7054537) 
O For a Thousand 
Tongues to Sing 
(2762496) 
Sings My Soul 
(7050280) 
Made Me Glad 
(3290709) 
Psalm 18:2 
(offering 
scripture) 
*John 11:45-
53 
Raising Questions: A 
reaching Question 
Communion 
4/13/17 No services    
4/14/17 No services    
4/16/17 The Blood of Jesus 
(Myron Butler) 
Let Your Glory Shine 
(5200852) 
The Wonderful Cross 
(3148435) 
Hosanna (What the 
Lord Has Done in 
Me) (2582803) 
How Great Thou Art 
(14181) 
Sings My Soul 
(7050280) 
 The Answer Easter 
4/23/17 Lay Me Down 
(6223577) 
Rooftops (5875153) 
You Are My King 
(Amazing Love) 
(2456623) 
I Love to Tell the 
Story (29413) 
 What Jesus Had to 
Say: About 
Hypocrisy in the 
Church 
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Holy Spirit (6087919) 
4/30/17 Let God Arise 
(4822413) 
Christ Be All Around 
Me (7016414) 
I Have Decided to 
Follow Jesus (24494) 
Break Every Chain 
(5910977) 
Amazing Grace (My 
Chains Are Gone) 
(4768151) 
 What Jesus Had to 
Say: About Satan 
 
5/7/17 Hosanna (Praise is 
Rising) (4662491) 
Forever Reign 
(5639997) 
Our God Reigns 
(chorus) (4615709) 
Praise to the Lord the 
Almighty (4345378) 
 What Jesus Had to 
Say: About The 
Government 
 
5/14/17 You Make Me Brave 
(7003306) 
Unchanging 
(4016669) 
Oceans (Where Feet 
May Fail) (6428767) 
I Need Thee Every 
Hour (78811) 
O Come to the Altar 
(7051511) 
 Four Moms Mother’s Day 
5/21/17 I Have Decided to 
Follow Jesus (24494) 
Cornerstone 
(6158927) 
Take the World but 
Give Me Jesus 
(144491) 
You Are My King 
(Amazing Love) 
(2456623) 
Lamb of God (16787) 
 What Jesus Had to 
Say: About Rejection 
Communion 
5/28/17 Your Love Never 
Fails (5337172) 
Touch the Sky 
(7033417) 
Holy Spirit (6087919) 
 What Jesus Had to 
Say: About Hell 
Memorial Day 
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There is a Redeemer 
(11483) 
6/4/17 When We All Get to 
Heaven (3273771) 
Your Grace is Enough 
(4477026) 
Spirit Break Out 
(6058450) 
Spirit of the Living 
God (191468) 
 What Jesus Had to 
Say: About Heaven 
 
6/11/17 There is Power in the 
Blood (4437334) 
10,000 Reasons 
(Bless the Lord) 
(6016351) 
The Heart of Worship 
(2296522) 
Jesus What a Friend 
for Sinners (6252593) 
 What Jesus Had to 
Say: About 
Friendship 
Communion 
6/18/17 Head to the Heart 
(7047283) 
Psalm 134 (Bless the 
Lord) (7062186) 
Your Love, Oh Lord 
(1894255) 
Spirit of the Living 
God (7035191) 
‘Tis So Sweet to Trust 
in Jesus (22609) 
 What Jesus Had to 
Say: About Power 
 
6/25/17 Amazing Grace (My 
Chains are Gone) 
(4768151) 
I Stand Amazed 
(4674207) 
Cornerstone 
(6158927) 
How Great Thou Art 
(14181) 
 What Jesus Had to 
Say: About Himself 
 
7/2/17 Song of Hope 
(Heaven Came Down) 
(5111477) 
Salvation’s Tide 
(7054546) 
God Who Moves the 
Mountains (7052972) 
 Summer 
Blockbusters: The 
Great Escape – The 
Story of Exodus 
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How Great is Our 
God (4348399) 
7/9/17 Our God (5677416) 
Did You Feel the 
Mountains Tremble 
(1097028) 
You Are God Alone 
(Not a God) 
(4243463) 
Holy, Holy, Holy! 
(1156) 
 Summer 
Blockbusters: Skyfall 
– The Story of Elijah 
 
7/16/17 Oh How I Need You 
(Find You) (6369101) 
Good Good Father 
(7036612) 
Doxology (19935) 
You Make Me Brave 
(7003306) 
 Summer 
Blockbusters: School 
of Rock – The Story 
of David and Goliath 
Communion 
7/23/17 Rise (5112438) 
Head to the Heart 
(7047283) 
Grace that is Greater 
(2761370) 
It Is Well (7021972) 
 Summer 
Blockbusters: The 
Blues Brothers – The 
Story of Joseph 
 
7/30/17 This is Amazing 
Grace (6333821) 
Lay Me Down 
(6223577) 
‘Tis So Sweet to Trust 
in Jesus (22609) 
I Have Decided to 
Follow Jesus (24494) 
God Who Moves the 
Mountains (7052972) 
 Summer 
Blockbusters: A 
Walk to Remember – 
The Story of Isaac 
 
8/6/17 Sing to the King 
(4010902) 
O Come to the Altar 
(7051511) 
I Love to Tell the 
Story (29413) 
Great Are You Lord 
(6460220) 
*Judges 14-16 Summer 
Blockbusters: 
Bringing Down the 
House – The Story of 
Samson 
 
8/13/17 Everlasting God 
(4556538) 
Forever Reign 
(5639997) 
*2 Samuel 
23:11-12 
Summer 
Blockbusters: Field 
of Dreams – The 
Story of Shammah 
Communion 
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Our God Reigns 
(chorus) (4615709) 
Doxology (19935) 
8/20/17 I Have Decided to 
Follow Jesus (24494) 
Endless Praise 
(6621430) 
Your Love Never 
Fails (5337172) 
It is Well (7021972) 
*Jonah 1-4 Summer 
Blockbusters: Jaws – 
The Story of Jonah 
 
8/27/17 Multiplied (7029227) 
Let it Rise (2240585) 
Jesus Paid It All 
(4689508) 
Holy Spirit (6087919) 
*Genesis 
32:24-32 
Summer 
Blockbusters:  The 
Wrestler – The Story 
of Jacob 
 
9/3/17 Head to the Heart 
(7047283) 
Alive (6605212) 
Give Me Jesus 
(4874344) 
 Jesus Kinda People: 
What Kinda People 
Are We? 
 
9/10/17 From the Day 
(7023274) 
Salvation’s Tide 
(7054546) 
Amazing Grace (My 
Chains Are Gone) 
(4768151) 
 Jesus Kinda People: 
Four People Not Like 
Us 
Communion 
9/17/17 From the Day 
(7023274) 
Lay Me Down 
(6223577) 
All the Poor and 
Powerless (5881130) 
Awesome God 
(41099) (chorus only) 
Because He Lives 
(16880) 
 Jesus Kinda People: 
Why Bother? 
 
9/24/17 ‘Tis So Sweet to Trust 
in Jesus (22609) 
Let There Be Light 
(7025504) 
O Come to the Altar 
(7051511) 
There is a Redeemer 
(11483) 
 Jesus Kinda People: 
Who’s Missing 
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Chesapeake Church Song Analysis 
 
Song Usage Office Story Topic(s) God’s 
Name 
‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus 3 Priest Our Story Sanctification Jesus 
10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord) 3 King Our Story Worship Lord 
A New Hallelujah 1 Priest Our Story Church Him 
Agnus Dei 1 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign Lord, 
God 
Alive 3 Priest Our Story Sanctification Lord 
All Arise 2 King, 
Priest 
God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign Jesus 
All the Poor and Powerless 3 King Our Story Evangelism God 
All to Thee 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Jesus 
Amazing Grace (My Chains Are 
Gone) 
3 Priest Our Story Salvation God, 
Lord 
Ancient of Days 1 King Our Story Worship God 
Awakening 1 Prophet Our Story Sanctification Holy 
Spirit 
Awesome God 1 King Our Story Worship God 
Be Thou My Vision 1 King Our Story Worship Lord, 
King, 
Father 
Beautiful One 1 Prophet Our Story Worship You 
Beautiful Things 2 King Our Story Sanctification You 
Because He Lives 2 Priest God’s 
Story 
Resurrection God, 
Jesus 
Blessed Assurance 2 Priest Our Story Worship, 
Salvation 
Jesus 
Blessed Be Your Name 1 King Our Story Provision Lord 
Break Every Chain 3 Priest Our Story Salvation Jesus 
Christ Be All Around Me 2 Priest Our Story Sanctification Christ 
Come, Thou Fount of Every 
Blessing 
1 Priest Our Story Sanctification Jesus 
Come, Thou Long Expected 1 Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Birth, Eternal 
Reign 
Jesus 
Cornerstone 4 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement 
Second 
Coming 
Jesus 
Did You Feel the Mountains 
Tremble 
1 King Our Story Worship Jesus 
Doxology 3 King Our Story Provision Trinity 
Endless Praise 4 King Our Story Worship God, 
Lord 
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Everlasting God 1 King Our Story Worship Lord, 
God 
Every Move I Make 1 Priest Our Story Salvation Jesus 
Everybody Praise the Lord 2 King Our Story Salvation Lord 
Forever Reign 5 King Our Story Salvation Jesus 
From the Day 2 Priest Our Story Salvation You 
Future/Past 1 King Our Story Worship You 
Give Me Jesus 1 Priest Our Story Salvation Jesus 
Give Us Clean Hands 1 Priest Our Story Sanctification Spirit 
Glory in the Highest 1 King God’s 
Story 
Worship God, 
Lord 
Go Tell It on the Mountain 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Birth Jesus 
God Who Moves the Mountains 2 King Our Story Worship God 
Good Good Father 3 King Our Story Worship Father 
Good to Me 2 Priest Our Story Salvation Lord 
Grace that is Greater 1 Priest Our Story Salvation Lord 
Great Are You Lord 3 King Our Story Worship Lord 
Great is Thy Faithfulness 1 King Our Story Provision Father 
Hallelujah What a Savior 2 Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Atonement 
Eternal Reign 
King 
Head to the Heart 3 Prophet Our Story Sanctification You 
Holy, Holy, Holy! 3 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign Trinity 
Holy is the Lord 1 King Our Story Worship Lord 
Holy Spirit 3 Prophet Our Story Worship Holy 
Spirit 
Hosanna (Praise is Rising) 2 King Our Story Sanctification Jesus 
Hosanna (What the Lord Has 
Done) 
1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Jesus 
How Deep the Father’s Love for 
Us 
3 King, 
Priest 
God’s 
Story 
Atonement 
Resurrection 
Father, 
Jesus 
How Great is Our God 2 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign Trinity 
How Great Thou Art 2 Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Creation, 
Crucifixion 
Second 
Coming 
God, 
Christ 
I Am Free 1 Priest Our Story Salvation You 
I Exalt Thee 1 King Our Story Worship Lord 
I Give You My Heart 1 King Our Story Worship Lord 
I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 6 Priest Our Story Sanctification Jesus 
I Love to Tell the Story 3 Priest Our Story Evangelism Jesus, 
God 
I Need Thee Every Hour 1 Priest Our Story Provision Lord 
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I Stand Amazed 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Jesus 
I Surrender All 2 King Our Story Sanctification Jesus, 
Holy 
Spirit 
In Christ Alone 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement 
Resurrection 
Jesus 
In the River 1 Priest Our Story Sanctification God 
In the Secret 1 Prophet Our Story Sanctification You 
It is Well 2 King Our Story Worship You 
It is Well with My Soul 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement 
Second 
Coming 
Christ 
Jesus Paid It All 2 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Jesus 
Jesus What a Friend for Sinners 1 Priest Our Story Sanctification Jesus 
Joy to the World 1 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Lord 
Joy to the World (Unspeakable 
Joy) 
1 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Lord 
King of Glory (Paul Meany) 1 King Our Story Worship Jesus 
Lamb of God 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Jesus 
Lay Me Down 5 King Our Story Sanctification You 
Let God Arise 1 King Our Story Salvation God 
Let it Rise 2 King Our Story Worship Lord 
Let There Be Light 1 Priest Our Story Worship You 
Let Your Glory Shine 3 Prophet Our Story Sanctification You 
Light of the Stable 1 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Savior 
Made Me Glad 1 King Our Story Worship Lord 
Mighty to Save 1 King God’s 
Story 
Resurrection Jesus 
Multiplied 1 King Our Story Worship God 
My Redeemer Lives 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Resurrection Lord 
No Sacrifice 1 King Our Story Worship You 
Nothing But the Blood 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Crucifixion Jesus 
O Come, Let Us Adore Him 2 King Our Story Worship Christ 
O Come to the Altar 5 Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Atonement Jesus, 
Father 
O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Jesus 
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Oceans (Where Feet May Fail) 3 Prophet Our Story Sanctification Spirit, 
Jesus 
Oh How I Need You (Find You) 2 Prophet Our Story Worship Lord 
Oh the Blood 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Jesus 
Our God 2 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign God 
Our God Reigns (chorus) 2 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign God 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 1 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign Lord 
Priceless Treasure 1 King Our Story Worship Jesus 
Psalm 134 (Bless the Lord) 3 King Our Story Worship Lord, 
God 
Relentless 2 Priest Our Story Salvation You 
Revelation Song 1 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign Jesus 
Rise 2 None Our Story Church None 
Rooftops 2 King Our Story Evangelism God 
Salvation’s Tide 4 Priest Our Story Evangelism Jesus 
Sanctuary 1 Prophet Our Story Sanctification Lord 
Savior King 1 King, 
Priest 
God’s 
Story 
Atonement Christ 
Shout for Joy 1 Priest Our Story Salvation Jesus 
Silent Night 1 King God’s 
Story 
 Birth Jesus 
Sing, Sing, Sing 2 King Our Story Worship Jesus 
Sing to the King 1 King, 
Priest 
God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign Jesus 
Sings My Soul 2 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Jesus 
Song of Hope (Heaven Came 
Down) 
2 King Our Story Worship God 
Spirit Break Out 1 King Our Story Worship Trinity 
Spirit of the Living God 3 Prophet Our Story Sanctification Spirit 
Stronger 2 Priest God’s 
Story 
Resurrection Jesus 
Take My Life (And Let It Be) 2 King Our Story Sanctification Lord 
Take the World but Give Me Jesus 2 Priest Our Story Worship Jesus 
The Blood of Jesus 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Jesus 
The Church 2 Prophet Our Story Church You 
The Heart of Worship 2 King Our Story Worship Jesus 
The One That Really Matters 2 Prophet Our Story Worship You 
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The Promise 1 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Jesus 
The Stand 2 Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Creation, 
Atonement 
Lord 
The Steadfast Love 1 King God’s 
Story 
Characteristics Lord 
The Wonderful Cross 2 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement You 
There is a Redeemer 3 Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Atonement Trinity 
There is Power in the Blood 2 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Jesus 
This is Amazing Grace 4 King, 
Priest 
God’s 
Story 
Atonement 
Eternal Reign 
Jesus 
Touch the Sky 3 Prophet Our Story Guidance You 
Trust and Obey 1 Prophet Our Story Sanctification Jesus 
Unchanging 2 King God’s 
Story 
Characteristics God 
Waiting Here for You 1 King God’s 
Story 
Characteristics Lord 
We Adore You 1 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Jesus 
When We All Get to Heaven 1 King Our Story Worship Jesus 
You Are God Alone (Not a God) 2 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign God 
You Are My King (Amazing 
Love) 
4 Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Atonement Jesus 
You Make Me Brave 3 King Our Story Guidance You 
You Won’t Relent 1 Prophet Our Story Sanctification You 
Your Grace is Enough 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Characteristics God 
Your Love Never Fails 3 King Our Story Provision You 
Your Love Oh Lord 1 King Our Story Worship Lord 
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Appendix B:  Grace Brethren Church 
 
Chart of Song Usage by Sunday 
 
Date Hymns Scripture Sermon Seasonal/Special 
Emphasis 
9/4/16 missing    
9/11/16 Immortal, Invisible, God 
Only Wise (25) 
God Leads Us Along 
(46) 
He Leadeth Me (461) 
1 Corinthians 
2:9-10 
*Psalm 139 
 
God Talks: 
Search Me 
 
9/18/16 Lead On, O King Eternal 
(483) 
1 Corinthians 
1:26-29 
*Mark 1:17 
Go Fish: Follow 
Me 
 
9/25/16 Doxology (624) 
I Surrender All (366) 
Come, Thou Almighty 
King (267) 
Acts 4:31 
*Acts 1:8 
Go Fish: 
Fishing Gear 
 
10/2/16 There is a Fountain 
(196) 
Freely, Freely (447) 
Psalm 40:5-9 
*Acts 4:20 
Go Fish: Fish 
Stories 
 
10/9/16 We Are God’s People 
(283) 
In Christ There is No 
East or West (285) 
Rise Up, O Church of 
God (293) 
Matthew 6:25-33 
*Luke 10:1 
Go Fish: 
Fishing Buddies 
 
10/16/16 And Can It Be? (203) 
My Faith Has Found a 
Resting Place (405) 
Romans 5:8 
*John 3:16 
Go Fish: Muddy 
Water 
 
10/23/16 Doxology (624) 
Come, All Christians, Be 
Committed (455) 
I Will Go (7023046) 
Isaiah 52:7 
*Romans 10:14-
15 
Go Fish! Operation 
Christmas Child 
10/30/16 Rejoice, the Lord is King 
(228) 
Soldiers of Christ, Arise 
(478) 
Isaiah 9:2 
*1 John 1:5-7 
Comtrasts: 
Light vs Dark 
 
11/6/16 Doxology (624) 
The Church’s One 
Foundation (277) 
Blessed Assurance (345) 
Trust and Obey (349) 
John 13:34-35 
*1 John 2:7-8 
Contrasts: Old 
vs New 
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11/13/16 My Hope is in the Lord 
(406) 
Doxology (624) 
Living for Jesus (372) 
I Know Whom I Have 
Believed (409) 
Psalm 119:9-11 
*1 John 2:15-17 
Contrasts: The 
Word vs The 
World 
 
11/20/16 Jesus Shall Reign (231) 
Doxology (624) 
Standing on the 
Promises (271) 
I Sing the Mighty Power 
of God (59) 
Benediction (612) 
Colossians 3:16 
*1 John 2:20-25 
Contrast: 
Eternal Life vs 
Eternal Lies 
Safe Nights 
11/23/16 Bless the Lord/10,000 
Reasons (6016351) 
Jesus Son of God 
(6223539) 
God is Great (3375851) 
Psalm 100:1-5 
*Colossians 2:6-7 
Overflowing 
with 
Thankfulness 
Thanksgiving 
Eve 
11/27/16 Doxology (624) 
The Solid Rock (404) 
Child of God (2247416) 
Psalm 33:20-22 
*1 John 3:1-3 
Contrasts: 
Children vs 
Enemies 
 
12/4/16 Doxology (624) 
I Heard the Bells on 
Christmas Day (152) 
Like a River Glorious 
(494) (verse 1) 
1 Corinthians 
2:12 
*1 John 4:2-6 
Contrasts: The 
Holy Spirit vs 
Spirits 
Advent: Peace 
12/11/16 Doxology (624) 
Love Divine, All Loves 
Excelling (92) 
Zephaniah 3:17 
*1 John 4:7-12 
Contrasts: 
God’s Love vs 
Man’s Love 
 
12/18/16 O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel (123) 
The First Noel (136) 
*1 John 1:1-4 A Purpose, A 
Plan, A Promise 
Advent: Joy 
Almost There: A 
Christmas 
Musical 
Michael W. 
Smith 
Orch: Brad 
Knight 
12/25/16 O Come, All Ye Faithful 
(145) 
Hark the Herald Angels 
Sing (133) 
Angels We Have Heard 
on High (132) 
Joy to the World (125) 
Luke 2:10-11 
*1 John 5:1-4 
Contrasts: Born 
of God 
Merry 
Christmas! 
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1/1/17 Good Christian Men 
(85158) 
O Praise Him (4158022) 
Joy Has Dawned 
(4408246) 
Doxology (624) 
Joy to the World, 
Unspeakable Joy 
(5607039) 
Psalm 34:17-19 
1 John 5:14-15 
Contrasts: 
Confidence for 
the New Year 
Happy New 
Year! 
1/8/17 Cancelled for snow    
1/15/17 Another Year is 
Dawning (567) 
All Creatures of Our 
God and King (64) 
Come, All Christians, Be 
Committed (455) 
Deuteronomy 
10:14 
*Genesis 1:1 
Property of 
“___”: God 
Created 
 
1/22/17 To God Be the Glory 
(66) 
Doxology (624) 
All the Way My Savior 
Leads Me (460) 
Freely, Freely (447) 
Romans 12:4-8 
*1 Peter 4:10-11 
Property of 
“___”: A Gift 
from God 
 
1/29/17 Ye Servants of God (17) 
Be Thou My Vision 
(382) 
Take My Life and Let It 
Be (379) 
2 Corinthians 9:8 
*Luke 10:30-35 
Property of 
“___”: 
Relationships 
and Resources 
 
2/5/17 This is My Father’s 
World (58) 
Doxology (624) 
Blessed Assurance (345) 
Guide Me, O Thou Great 
Jehovah (51) 
Job 11:7-9 
*1 Corinthians 
4:1-2 
Property of 
“___”: 
Mysteries of 
God 
 
2/12/17 The Solid Rock (404) 
Doxology (624) 
God of Grace and God 
of Glory (292) 
Trust and Obey (349) 
Psalm 31:23-24 
*Joshua 1:1-9 
God Provides: 
Be Strong & 
Courageous 
 
2/19/17 O Worship the King (10) 
Doxology (624) 
Leaning on the 
Everlasting Arms (354) 
May the Mind of Christ, 
My Savior (390) 
Isaiah 42:16 
*Joshua 3:1-5 
God Provides: 
Follow & Be 
Amazed 
 
2/26/17 The Church’s One 
Foundation (277) 
Philippians 1:27-
28 
God Provides: 
Solid Footing 
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Like a River Glorious 
(494) 
My Lighthouse 
(7002032) 
*Joshua 3:17 
3/5/17 All Creatures of Our 
God and King (64) 
I Give You My Heart 
(1866132) 
At the Cross (4591816) 
Psalm 103:1-5 
*Joshua 4:1-7 
God Provides: 
A Pile of Stones 
 
3/12/17 Doxology (624) 
Standing on the 
Promises (271) 
How Firm a Foundation 
(275) 
1 Peter 2:9-10 
*Joshua 4:10-18 
God Provides: 
A Time to 
Stand-A Time 
to Move 
 
3/19/17 Immortal, Invisible, God 
Only Wise (25) 
Doxology (624) 
There’s a Wideness in 
God’s Mercy (68) 
Love Divine, All Loves 
Excelling (92) 
Ephesians 1:13-
14 
*Joshua 5:10-12 
God Provides: 
No “Gaps” with 
God 
 
3/26/17 Glorious Things of Thee 
Are Spoken (278) 
Doxology (624) 
I Surrender All (366) 
Lead On, O King Eternal 
(483) 
Psalm 37:3-7 
*Joshua 6:15-16 
God Provides: 
“Do What?!” 
 
4/2/17 The Love of God (67) 
Doxology (624) 
The Church’s One 
Foundation (277) 
1 John 1:8-9 
*Joshua 7:7-12 
God Provides: 
Stand Up! 
 
4/9/17 All Glory, Laud, and 
Honor (173) 
Be Still, My Soul (347) 
Our Great Savior (89) 
2 Peter 3:1-2 
*Joshua 8:30-35 
God Provides: 
Recalling Our 
Relationship 
 
4/14/17 How Deep the Father’s 
Love for Us (1558110) 
Isaiah 53:3-12 Song of the 
Shadows 
(meditation title 
as well as 
cantata title) 
Good Friday 
Song of the 
Shadows cantata 
4/16/17 Christ the Lord Is Risen 
Today (217) 
Child of God (2247416) 
He Lives (220) 
The Great Day 
(6121208) 
Luke 24:1-9 
*Acts 13:26-30 
“But God..” Easter 
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4/23/17 Guide Me, O Thou Great 
Jehovah (51) 
Doxology (624) 
He Leadeth Me (461) 
Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness (43) 
Romans 16:17-18 
*Joshua 9:14-18 
Decisions 
Without 
Discernment 
 
4/30/17 Blessed Assurance (345) 
I Know Whom I Have 
Believed (409) 
Lean On, O King Eternal 
(483) 
Philippians 1:3-6 
*Joshua 11:21-23 
Purging the Past  
5/7/17 Stand Up, Stand Up for 
Jesus (477) 
Come, All Christians, Be 
Committed (455) 
Our Great Savior (89) 
Philippians 3:13-
14 
*Joshua 13:1 
Work To Be 
Done 
 
5/14/17 Come, Thou Fount of 
Every Blessing (2) 
My Hope is in the Lord 
(406) 
2 Peter 1:2-4 
*Joshua 18:1-3 
Yours For The 
Taking 
 
5/21/17 Freely, Freely (447) 
You Never Let Go 
(4674166) 
Philippians 2:5-8 
*Joshua 19:49-50 
The First Shall 
Be Last 
 
5/28/17 I Sing the Mighty Power 
of God (59) 
Doxology (624) 
God Leads Us Along 
(46) 
Guide Me, O Thou Great 
Jehovah (51) 
Hebrews 10:19-
23 
*Joshua 23:14 
God Delivers  
6/4/17 All the Way My Savior 
Leads Me (460) 
How Great Thou Art (4) 
2 Corinthians 9:8 
*Joshua 24:13 
God’s Gifts Graduate and 
Commission 
Sunday 
6/11/17 Have Thine Own Way, 
Lord  (371) 
Doxology (624) 
Come, Thou Fount of 
Every Blessing (2) 
I Will Follow (5806878) 
*Joshua 24:14-15 Whom Will 
You Serve? 
 
6/18/17 O Worship the King (10) 
Doxology (624) 
God Will Take Care of 
You (47) 
Soldiers of Christ, Arise 
(478) 
*Genesis 21:8-21 Genesis 21:8-21  
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6/25/17 Doxology (624) 
Sing, Sing, Sing 
(5114065) 
*Genesis 1:1 Names of God: 
Elohim 
 
7/2/17 Lord Most High 
(2037688) 
Immortal, Invisible, God 
Only Wise (25) 
*Genesis 14:17-
24 
Names of God: 
El Elyon, God 
Most High 
 
7/9/17 You Are Worthy of My 
Praise (487976) 
Blessed Be the Name 
(103) 
*Genesis 15:2 Names of God: 
Adonai, God is 
Lord 
 
7/16/17 Once to Every Man and 
Nation (475) 
Trust and Obey (349) 
*Genesis 17:1-8 Names of God: 
El Shaddai, God 
Almighty 
 
7/23/17 Standing on the 
Promises (271) 
Everlasting God 
(4556538) 
*Genesis 21: Names of God: 
El Olam, The 
Everlasting God 
 
7/30/17 Missing    
8/6/17 Blessed Assurance (345) 
Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness (43) 
*Genesis 22:1-14 Names of God: 
Jehovah Jireh, 
The Lord 
Provides 
 
8/13/17 Above All (2672885) 
Like a River Glorious 
(494) 
Victory in Jesus (473) 
*Exodus 17:8-16 Names of God: 
Jehovah Nissi, 
The Lord is My 
Banner 
 
8/20/17 Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness (43) 
*Judges 6:1-24 Names of God: 
Jehovah 
Shalom, The 
Lord is Peace 
 
8/27/17 Savior, Like a Shepherd 
Lead Us (462) 
Your Great Name 
(5393329) 
*Psalm 23 Names of God: 
Jehovah Raah, 
The Lord is my 
Shepherd 
 
9/3/17 Doxology (624) 
It Is Well (7021972) 
Jesus (7067249) 
*Jeremiah 23:1-6 Names of God: 
Jehovah 
Tsidneku, The 
Lord Our 
Righteousness 
 
9/10/17 I Lift My Hands 
(5869884) 
Rejoice, The Lord is 
King (228) 
*1 Chronicles 
16:23-31 
Worship! “Our 
Call” 
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9/17/17 The Heart of Worship 
(2296522) 
Our Great Savior (89) 
*Deuteronomy 
6:4-5 
Worship! “The 
Heart of the 
Matter” 
 
9/24/17 Doxology (624) 
Soldiers of Christ Arise 
(478) 
*Acts 19:23-27 Worship! “The 
World” 
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Grace Brethren Song Analysis 
 
Song Usage Office Story Topic(s) Name 
10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord) 1 King Our Story Worship 
Characteristics 
Lord 
Above All 1 King, 
Priest 
God’s 
Story 
Atonement You 
All Creatures of Our God and 
King 
2 King Our Story Worship 
Characteristics 
Trinity 
All Glory, Laud, and Honor 1 King God’s 
Story 
Palm Sunday King 
All the Way My Savior Leads Me 2 Priest Our Story Provision Jesus 
And Can It Be 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Jesus, 
Father 
Angels We Have Heard on High 1 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Jesus, 
King 
Another Year is Dawning 1 King Our Story Sanctification Father 
At the Cross 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Lord 
Be Still, My Soul 1 Priest Our Story Provision Lord, 
God 
Be Thou My Vision 1 King Our Story Worship Lord, 
King, 
Father 
Benediction 1 King God’s 
Story 
Characteristics Trinity 
Blessed Assurance 4 Priest Our Story Worship 
Salvation 
Jesus 
Blessed Be the Name 1 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign Jesus, 
Father 
Child of God 2 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Jesus, 
Father 
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 1 King, 
Priest 
God’s 
Story 
Resurrection Christ, 
King 
Come, All Christians, Be 
Committed 
3 Priest Our Story Sanctification God, 
Christ 
Come, Thou Almighty King 1 King Our Story Worship Trinity 
Come, Thou Fount of Every 
Blessing 
2 Priest Our Story Sanctification Jesus 
Doxology 24 King Our Story Worship Trinity 
Everlasting God 1 Priest Our Story Worship God 
Freely, Freely 3 Priest Our Story Salvation God, 
Jesus 
Glorious Things of Thee Are 
Spoken 
1 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign God, 
Lord 
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God is Great 1 King Our Story Worship Jesus, 
Lord 
God Leads Us Along 2 King Our Story Provision God 
God of Grace and God of Glory 1 King Our Story Sanctification God 
God Will Take Care of You 1 King Our Story Provision God 
Good Christian Men 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Birth Jesus 
Great Is Thy Faithfulness 3 King Our Story Provision Father 
Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 3 King Our Story Provision Jehovah 
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 1 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Christ 
Have Thine Own Way, Lord 2 King Our Story Sanctification Christ, 
Lord 
He Leadeth Me 1 King Our Story Provision God 
He Lives 1 Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Resurrection Jesus 
How Deep the Father’s Love for 
Us 
1 King 
Priest 
God’s 
Story 
Atonement 
Resurrection 
Father, 
Jesus 
How Firm a Foundation 1 King Our Story Provision Jesus, 
Lord 
How Great Thou Art 1 Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Creation, 
Crucifixion 
Second 
Coming 
God, 
Christ 
I Give You My Heart 1 King Our Story Worship Lord 
I Heard the Bells on Christmas 
Day 
1 King Our Story Worship God 
I Know Whom I Have Believed 2 Priest Our Story Salvation Trinity 
I Lift My Hands 1 Priest Our Story Worship God 
I Sing the Mighty Power of God 2 King God’s 
Story 
Creation God 
I Surrender All 2 King Our Story Sanctification Jesus, 
Holy 
Spirit 
I Will Follow 1 Priest Our Story Worship You 
I Will Go 1 Priest Our Story Sanctification You 
Immortal, Invisible, God Only 
Wise 
3 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign, 
Creation 
God, 
Father 
In Christ There is No East or West 1 King Our Story Church Christ, 
Father 
It Is Well 1 King Our Story Worship You 
Jesus 1 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign Jesus 
Jesus Shall Reign 1 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign Jesus 
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Jesus Son of God 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Jesus 
Joy Has Dawned 1 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Jesus 
Joy to the World 1 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Lord 
Joy to the World, Unspeakable 
Joy 
1 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Lord 
Lead On, O King Eternal 3 King Our Story Guidance King, 
God 
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 1 King Our Story Worship Jesus 
Like a River Glorious 3 King Our Story Provision God 
Living for Jesus 1 Priest Our Story Atonement 
Sanctification 
Jesus 
Lord Most High 1 King Our Story Worship Lord 
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 2 Priest Our Story Salvation Jesus 
May the Mind of Christ, My 
Savior 
1 Priest Our Story Sanctification Jesus, 
Father 
My Faith Has Found a Resting 
Place 
1 Priest Our Story Salvation Jesus 
My Hope is in the Lord 2 Priest Our Story Salvation Jesus, 
Father 
My Lighthouse 1 Prophet Our Story Provision God 
O Come, All Ye Faithful 1 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Jesus, 
Father 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Birth God 
O Praise Him 1 King Our Story Worship Christ 
O Worship the King 2 King Our Story Worship King 
Once to Every Man and Nation 1 King Our Story Sanctification God 
Our Great Savior 3 Priest Our Story Provision Jesus 
Rejoice, the Lord is King 2 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign Jesus 
Rise Up, O Church of God 1 King Our Story Church Christ 
Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 1 King Our Story Guidance Jesus 
Sing, Sing, Sing 1 King Our Story Worship Jesus 
Soldiers of Christ Arise 3 King Our Story Sanctification Jesus 
Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 1 King Our Story Sanctification Jesus 
Standing on the Promises 3 King Our Story Provision Christ 
Take My Life and Let It Be 1 King Our Story Sanctification Lord 
The Church’s One Foundation 3 King Our Story Church Jesus 
The First Noel 1 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Jesus 
The Great Day 1 King God’s 
Story 
Second 
Coming 
King 
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The Heart of Worship 1 King Our Story Worship Jesus 
The Love of God 1 Priest Our Story Salvation God 
The Solid Rock 3 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement 
Second 
Coming 
Jesus 
There is a Fountain 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement God 
There’s a Wideness in God’s 
Mercy 
1 Prophet Our Story Characteristics God 
This is My Father’s World 1 King God’s 
Story 
Creation Father, 
Jesus 
To God Be the Glory 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Father, 
Jesus 
Trust and Obey 3 Prophet Our Story Sanctification Jesus 
Victory in Jesus 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Jesus 
We Are God’s People 1 King Our Story Church Trinity 
Ye Servants of God 1 King Our Story Worship Jesus 
You Are Worthy of My Praise 1 King Our Story Worship 
Sanctification 
You, 
King 
You Never Let Go 1 Prophet Our Story Provision God 
Your Great Name 1 Priest Our Story Salvation 
Worship 
Jesus 
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Appendix C:  First Baptist Church 
 
Chart of Song Usage by Sunday 
 
Date Hymns Scripture Sermon Seasonal/Special 
Emphasis 
9/4/16 This is My Father’s World 
(116) 
Follow On (121) 
I’d Rather Have Jesus 
(454) 
Ephesians 
1:15-20 
The Eyes of Your 
Understanding 
Labor Day 
9/11/16 Blessed Assurance (463) 
It Is Well with My Soul 
(478) 
Face to Face (555) 
‘Tis so Sweet to Trust in 
Jesus (410) 
Ephesians 
2:1-3 
 
In Times Past  
9/18/16 Be Thou Exalted (50) 
Holy, Holy, Holy! (68) 
When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross (243) 
Thank You, Lord (622) 
   
9/25/16 Christ Arose (265) 
Beneath the Cross of Jesus 
(250) 
Spirit of the Living God 
(41) 
Ephesians 
2:4-7 
But God  
10/2/16 Missing    
10/9/16 When the Roll is Called 
Up Yonder (586) 
Send the Light (534) 
Precious Lord, Take My 
Hand (438) 
Ephesians 
2:10 
His Masterpiece  
10/16/16 Are You Washed in the 
Blood (350) 
Springs of Living Water 
(343) 
At Calvary (363) 
I Am Thine, O Lord (365) 
Have Thine Own Way, 
Lord (366) 
Ephesians 
2:11-15 
Remember  
10/23/16 Leaning on the Everlasting 
Arm (459) 
Jesus Loves Even Me 
(127) 
Ephesians 
2:14-18 
Removing the Wall  
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Now I Belong to Jesus 
(458) 
There is a Redeemer (190) 
10/30/16 O Worship the King (65) 
Jesus Loves Even Me 
(127) 
We’re Marching to Zion 
(313) 
Heaven Came Down (339) 
Seek Ye First (415) 
Ephesians 
2:19-22 
Our New Identity  
11/6/16 The Old Rugged Cross 
(247) 
Lead Me to Calvary (235) 
What a Friend We Have in 
Jesus (161) 
I’d Rather Have Jesus 
(454) 
 What Gets You 
Excited? 
 
11/13/16 Springs of Living Water 
(343) 
He Keeps Me Singing 
(477) 
Jesus Paid It All (355) 
Now I Belong to Jesus 
(458) 
Search Me, O God (353) 
Romans 
1:8-14 
Qualities of a 
Servant 
 
11/20/16 The Bible Stands (292) 
A New Name in Glory 
(345) 
Whiter than Snow (361) 
Nearer My God, to Thee 
(439) 
Acts 19:13-
16 
Evening: 
1 
Corinthians 
2:16 
Who Are You?  
11/23/16     
11/27/16 Count Your Blessings 
(495) 
For the Beauty of the 
Earth (493) 
Come, Ye Thankful 
People Come (493) 
A Mighty Fortress is Our 
God (81) 
Glory to His Name (230) 
Hallelujah, What a Savior 
(289) 
Luke 
17:11-19 
Ten Percent Thanksgiving 
 
 
12/4/16 Christmas Cantata 
“The Richest Family in 
Town” 
  Christmas Focus 
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12/11/16 Hark! The Herald Angels 
Sing (199) 
O Little Town of 
Bethlehem (209) 
O Come, All Ye Faithful 
(201) 
Go Tell It on the Mountain 
(212) 
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
(205) 
Thou Didst Leave Thy 
Throne (223) 
It Came Upon a Midnight 
Clear (197) 
1 Peter 
1:18-20 
evening: 
1 Peter 2:1-
3 
What Blueprints are 
You Following? 
 
Christmas Focus 
12/18/16 Angels We Have Heard on 
High (196) 
Joy to the World (194) 
Angels, From the Realms 
of Glory (193) 
It Came Upon a Midnight 
Clear (197) 
O Come, All Ye Faithful 
(201) 
  Christmas Focus 
12/25/16 Joy to the World (194) 
Go Tell It on the Mountain 
(212) 
Luke 2 The Path of 
Believers Laid by 
the Birth of Their 
Savior 
Christmas 
1/1/17 Be Thou Exalted (50) 
Love Lifted Me (138) 
Under His Wings (87) 
Will Jesus Find Us 
Watching (274) 
The Bible Stands (292) 
Just as I Am, without One 
Plea (319) 
 Resolutions  
1/8/17 Praise Him! Praise Him! 
(20) 
It’s Just Like His Great 
Love (137) 
No One Ever Cared for 
Me Like Jesus (95) 
This is My Father’s World 
(116) 
My Jesus, I Love Thee 
(160) 
Acts 14:21-
28 
Evening: 
Colossians 
4:2-3 
Missions is Action  
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1/15/17 There is Power in the 
Blood (262) 
At Calvary (363) 
We’ve a Story to Tell to 
the Nations (540) 
Send the Light (534) 
So Send I You (531) 
Servant’s Heart (548) 
   
1/22/17 O How I Love Jesus (18) 
His Name is Wonderful 
(24) 
The Lord is Good (79) 
The Mercies of God (97) 
My God is a Righteous 
God (174) 
   
1/29/17 Wonderful Grace of Jesus 
(155) 
Only a Sinner (511) 
Amazing Grace (147) 
How Can It Be? (156) 
All That Thrills My Soul 
(476) 
John 6:1-
15 
As Much As They 
Would 
 
2/5/17 missing    
2/12/17 All Hail the Power of 
Jesus’ Name (12) 
How Great Thou Art (38) 
No, Not One! (107) 
God Leads Us Along (112) 
There is a Redeemer (190) 
In My Life, Lord (310) 
John 6:16-
21 
A Fisherman’s Story  
2/19/17 Immortal, Invisible, God 
Only Wise (63) 
Holy, Holy, Holy! (68) 
God Leads Us Along (112) 
This is My Father’s World 
(116) 
Thank You, Lord, (622) 
John 3:1-
10 
A Religious Man 
Who Was Empty 
 
2/26/17 He Keeps Me Singing 
(477) 
Faith is the Victory (413) 
‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in 
Jesus (410) 
Footsteps of Jesus (402) 
A Passion for Thee (371) 
I Surrender All (390) 
2 Peter 2:7-
8 
Let’s Lose the 
Weight 
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3/5/17 Come, Christians. Join to 
Sing (2) 
Come, Thou Fount of 
Every Blessing (7) 
Crown Him with Many 
Crowns (46) 
A Shelter in the Time of 
Storm (99) 
My Jesus, I Love Thee 
(160) 
John 3, 
Numbers 
21 
Look and Live  
3/12/17 The Solid Rock (411) 
‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in 
Jesus (410) 
O To Be Like Thee (375) 
Blessed Be the Name 
(173) 
I Am Thine, O Lord (365) 
John 
10:11-18 
The Good Shepherd  
3/19/17 To God Be the Glory (44) 
When the Roll Is Called 
Up Yonder (566) 
Stand Up, Stand Up for 
Jesus (575) 
God Leads Us Along (112) 
This is My Father’s World 
(116) 
Thank You, Lord (622) 
   
3/26/17 Blessed Assurance (463) 
Victory in Jesus (587) 
Count Your Blessings 
(495) 
Does Jesus Care? (491) 
God Will Take Care of 
You (487) 
All That Thrills My Soul 
(476) 
 Anguish, 
Affirmation & 
Accomplishment 
 
4/2/17 I Sing the Mighty Power 
of God (6) 
Praise Him! Praise Him! 
(20) 
Nothing But the Blood 
(252) 
Savior, Like a Shepherd 
Lead Us (85) 
Spirit of the Living God 
(41) 
John 18:40 Son of the Father  
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4/9/17 Be Thou Exalted (50) 
It’s Just Like His Great 
Love (137) 
Wonderful Grace of Jesus 
(155) 
Wounded for Me (263) 
When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross (243) 
Spirit of the Living God 
(41) 
John 19:1-
5 
The Cross Palm Sunday 
4/14/17 No service    
4/16/17 He Lives (268) 
Christ the Lord is Risen 
Today (273) 
A Shelter in the Time of 
Storm (99) 
Christ Arose (265) 
Hallelujah! What a Savior 
(289) 
 The Empty Tomb 
Speaks 
Easter 
4/23/17 Come, Christians, Join to 
Sing (2) 
Come, Thou Fount of 
Every Blessing (7) 
Crown Him with Many 
Crowns (46) 
A Shelter in the Time of 
Storm (99) 
It is Well with My Soul 
(478) 
My Jesus, I Love Thee 
(160) 
John 
20:19-25 
Dealing with Fear  
4/30/17 He Keeps Me Singing 
(477) 
Dwelling in Beulah Land 
(482) 
Count Your Blessings 
(495) 
Like a River Glorious 
(483) 
Jesus is All the World to 
Me (502) 
As the Deer (497) 
John 
20:26-28 
Dealing with 
Discouragement 
 
5/7/17 In My Heart There Rings a 
Melody (526) 
Faith is the Victory (413) 
John 
20:21-13 
The Mission  
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‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in 
Jesus (410) 
Footsteps of Jesus (402) 
A Passion for Thee (371) 
5/14/17 To God be the Glory (44) 
When the Roll is Called 
Up Yonder (566) 
Stand Up, Stand Up for 
Jesus (575) 
God Leads Us Along (112) 
This is My Father’s World 
(116) 
Thank You, Lord (622) 
 A Mother’s 
Challenge 
Mother’s Day 
5/21/17 It Is Well with My Soul 
(478) 
Victory in Jesus (587) 
Standing on the Promises 
(445) 
I Sing the Mighty Power 
of God (6) 
  Pentecost 
5/28/17 Amazing Grace (147) 
Victory in Jesus (587) 
Leaning on the Everlasting 
Arms (459) 
Tell it to Jesus (433) 
Luke 
10:25-37 
The Greatest 
Question 
Memorial Day 
6/4/17 Be Thou Exalted (50) 
O Worship the King (65) 
Holy, Holy, Holy! (68) 
The Cleansing Wave (259) 
Only Trust Him (328) 
Softly and Tenderly (325) 
John 9 Now I See Recognition of 
Graduates 
6/11/17 A New Name in Glory 
(345) 
Springs of Living Water 
(343) 
Whiter Than Snow (361) 
John 9:13-
18 
Blind Man’s 
Testimony 
 
6/18/17 Blessed Assurance (463) 
Wonderful Grace of Jesus 
(155) 
Count Your Blessings 
(495) 
Does Jesus Care? (491) 
All that Thrills My Soul 
(476) 
 What’s Your Style Father’s Day 
6/25/17 The Solid Rock (411) John 7:37-
39 
Quenching Your 
Thirst 
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‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in 
Jesus (410) 
O To Be Like Thee (375) 
Blessed Be the Name 
(173) 
7/2/17 A Shelter in the Time of 
Storm (99) 
Jesus Loves Even Me 
(127) 
Follow On (121) 
Spirit of the Living God 
(41) 
John 
10:22-30 
You’re in God’s 
Hands 
Independence 
Day 
7/9/17 O Worship the King (65) 
Springs of Living Water 
(343) 
The Lord is Good (79) 
Footsteps of Jesus (402) 
Thank You, Lord (622) 
Seek Ye First (415) 
John 2:12-
16 
Spring Cleaning  
7/16/17 Wonderful Grace of Jesus 
(155) 
Be Thou My Vision (374) 
Nearer, Still Nearer (382) 
Whiter than Snow (361) 
 Why We Believe in 
the Pre-Tribulation 
Rapture 
 
7/23/17 Missing    
7/30/17 A New Name in Glory 
(345) 
Rejoice in the Lord (475) 
How Firm a Foundation 
(464) 
Blessed Assurance (463) 
I Need Thee Every Hour 
(435) 
John 11 The Resurrection of 
Lazarus 
 
8/6/17 In My Heart There Rings a 
Melody (526) 
Faith is the Victory (413) 
‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in 
Jesus (410) 
Footsteps of Jesus (402) 
A Passion for Thee (371) 
1 Samuel 
11 
The Danger of 
Surrender 
 
8/13/17 To God Be the Glory (44) 
When the Roll is Called 
Up Yonder (566) 
Stand Up, Stand Up for 
Jesus (575) 
God Leads Us Along (112) 
John 
12:34-35 
The Eleventh 
Command 
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This is My Father’s World 
(116) 
It is Well with My Soul 
(478) 
Thank You, Lord (622) 
8/20/17 A New Name in Glory 
(345) 
Springs of Living Water 
(343) 
Whiter Than Snow (361) 
1 
Corinthians 
13 
Qualities of Biblical 
Love 
 
8/27/17 missing    
9/3/17 He Keeps Me Singing 
(477) 
Faith is the Victory (413) 
‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in 
Jesus (410) 
Footsteps of Jesus (402) 
A Passion for Thee (371) 
I Surrender All (390) 
1 
Corinthians 
13:4-5 
Qualities of Biblical 
Love 
 
9/10/17 Missing    
9/17/17 Missing    
9/24/17 There is Power in the 
Blood (262) 
Nothing But the Blood 
(252) 
The Bible Stands (292) 
More About Jesus (311) 
God is So Good (612) 
1 
Corinthians 
13:5 
Love Thinketh No 
Evil 
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First Baptist Song Analysis 
 
Song Use Office Story Topic(s) Name 
‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in 
Jesus 
7 Priest Our Story Sanctification Jesus 
A Mighty Fortress is Our God 1 King God’s 
Story 
Characteristics Trinity 
A New Name in Glory 4 Priest Our Story Salvation Lord, 
God 
A Passion for Thee 4 Prophet Our Story Sanctification Trinity 
A Shelter in the Time of 
Storm 
4 King Our Story Provision Jesus 
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ 
Name 
1 King God’s 
Story 
Characteristics Jesus 
All That Thrills My Soul 3 King Our Story Salvation 
Worship 
Jesus 
Amazing Grace 2 King Our Story Worship 
Provision 
Lord 
Angels We Have Heard on 
High 
1 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Jesus, 
King 
Angels, From the Realms of 
Glory 
1 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Jesus, 
King 
Are You Washed in the Blood 1 Priest Our Story Salvation Jesus 
As the Deer 1 Priest Our Story Worship You 
At Calvary 2 Priest God’s 
Story 
Crucifixion Jesus 
Be Thou Exalted 4 King God’s 
Story 
Characteristics Trinity 
Be Thou My Vision 1 King Our Story Worship Lord, 
King, 
Father 
Beneath the Cross of Jesus 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Crucifixion Jesus 
Blessed Assurance 4 Priest Our Story Worship 
Salvation 
Jesus 
Blessed Be the Name 2 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign Lord 
Christ Arose 2 King God’s 
Story 
Resurrection Jesus 
Christ the Lord is Risen 
Today 
1 King 
Priest 
God’s 
Story 
Resurrection Christ, 
King 
Come, Christians, Join to Sing 2 King Our Story Worship Christ, 
King 
Come, Thou Fount of Every 
Blessing 
2 Priest Our Story Sanctification Jesus 
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Come, Ye Thankful People, 
Come 
1 King Our Story Provision God, 
Lord 
Count Your Blessings 4 King Our Story Provision God, 
Lord 
Crown Him with Many 
Crowns 
2 King God’s 
Story 
Resurrection 
Eternal Reign 
Trinity 
Does Jesus Care? 2 King Our Story Provision Jesus 
Dwelling in Beulah Land 1 King Our Story Provision God 
Face to Face 1 Prophet Our Story Eternal 
Worship 
Jesus 
Faith is the Victory 4 King Our Story Provision Jesus 
Follow On 2 King Our Story Provision 
Sanctification 
Jesus 
Footsteps of Jesus 5 Prophet Our Story Sanctification Jesus 
For the Beauty of the Earth 1 King Our Story Worship Lord 
Glory to His Name 1 Priest Our Story Atonement Jesus 
Go Tell It on the Mountain 2 Priest God’s 
Story 
Birth Jesus 
God is So Good 1 King Our Story Provision God 
God Leads Us Along 5 Priest Our Story Provision God 
God Will Take Care of You 1 King Our Story Provision God 
Hallelujah, What a Savior 2 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement God, 
King 
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 1 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Christ 
Have Thine Own Way, Lord 1 King Our Story Sanctification Christ, 
Lord 
He Keeps Me Singing 4 Prophet Our Story Provision Jesus 
He Lives 1 Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Resurrection Jesus 
Heaven Came Down 1 Prophet, 
Priest 
Our Story Salvation Jesus 
His Name is Wonderful 1 King God’s 
Story 
Characteristics Jesus, 
King 
Holy, Holy, Holy! 3 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign Trinity 
How Can It Be? 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement God 
How Firm a Foundation 1 King Our Story Provision Jesus 
How Great Thou Art 1 Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Creation, 
Crucifixion 
Second 
Coming 
God, 
Christ 
I Am Thine, O Lord 2 Prophet Our Story Sanctification Lord 
I Need Thee Every Hour 1 King Our Story Provision Lord 
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I Sing the Mighty Power of 
God 
2 King God’s 
Story 
Creation God, 
Lord 
I Surrender All 2 King Our Story Sanctification Jesus, 
Holy 
Spirit 
I’d Rather Have Jesus 2 Priest Our Story Sanctification Jesus 
Immortal, Invisible, God Only 
Wise 
1 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign 
Creation 
God 
Father 
In My Heart There Rings a 
Melody 
2 Priest Our Story Salvation Jesus 
In My Life, Lord 1 King Our Story Worship Lord 
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 1 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Christ 
It Came Upon a Midnight 
Clear 
2 King Our Story Worship King 
It Is Well with My Soul 4 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement 
Second 
Coming 
Christ 
It’s Just Like His Great Love 2 Prophet Our Story Provision Jesus 
Jesus is All the World to Me 1 King Our Story Provision Jesus 
Jesus Loves Even Me 3 King Our Story Provision Jesus, 
Father 
Jesus Paid It All 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Jesus 
Joy to the World 2 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Lord 
Just as I Am, without One 
Plea 
1 Priest Our Story Salvation God 
Lead Me to Calvary 1 King, 
Priest 
God’s 
Story 
Crucifixion King, 
Lord 
Leaning on the Everlasting 
Arms 
2 King Our Story Worship Jesus 
Like a River Glorious 1 King Our Story Provision God 
Love Lifted Me 1 Priest Our Story Salvation Jesus 
More About Jesus 1 Prophet, 
King 
Our Story Worship Jesus 
My God is a Righteous God 1 Priest Our Story Salvation Jesus 
My Jesus, I Love Thee 3 Priest Our Story Worship Jesus 
Nearer My God, to Thee 1 Priest Our Story Worship God 
Nearer, Still Nearer 1 Priest Our Story Salvation Jesus 
No One Ever Cared for Me 
Like Jesus 
1 Prophet Our Story Guidance Jesus 
No, Not One! 1 Priest Our Story Guidance Jesus 
Nothing But the Blood 2 Priest God’s 
Story 
Crucifixion Jesus 
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Now I Belong to Jesus 2 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Jesus 
O Come, All Ye Faithful 2 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Jesus, 
Father 
O How I Love Jesus 1 Priest Our Story Worship Jesus 
O Little Town of Bethlehem 1 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Christ 
O To Be Like Thee 2 Priest Our Story Sanctification Jesus 
O Worship the King 3 King Our Story Worship King 
Only a Sinner 1 Priest Our Story Salvation Jesus 
Only Trust Him 1 Priest Our Story Salvation Jesus 
Praise Him! Praise Him! 2 Priest God’s 
Story 
Crucifixion Jesus 
Precious Lord, Take My Hand 1 Prophet Our Story Guidance Lord 
Rejoice in the Lord 1 King Our Story Guidance God, 
Lord 
Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead 
Us 
1 King Our Story Guidance Jesus 
Search Me, O God 1 Priest Our Story Sanctification God, 
Lord 
Seek Ye First 2 King Our Story Provision God 
Send the Light 2 Prophet Our Story Evangelism Christ 
Servant’s Heart 1 Prophet Our Story Sanctification Lord 
So Send I You 1 King Our Story Evangelism Father 
Softly and Tenderly 1 Prophet Our Story Guidance Jesus 
Spirit of the Living God 4 Prophet Our Story Guidance Spirit 
Springs of Living Water 5 Priest Our Story Salvation Christ 
Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 3 King Our Story Sanctification Jesus 
Standing on the Promises 1 King Our Story Provision Christ 
Tell it to Jesus 1 Prophet Our Story Guidance Jesus 
Thank You, Lord 6 Priest Our Story Salvation Lord 
The Bible Stands 3 King Our Story The Bible Author 
The Cleansing Wave 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Jesus 
The Lord is Good 2 King Our Story Evangelism Lord 
The Mercies of God 1 King Our Story Guidance God 
The Old Rugged Cross 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Crucifixion God 
The Solid Rock 2 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement 
Second 
Coming 
Jesus 
There is a Redeemer 2 Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Atonement Trinity 
There is Power in the Blood 2 King, 
Priest 
Our Story Salvation Jesus 
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This is My Father’s World 6 King God’s 
Story 
Creation Father, 
Jesus 
Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne 1 King, 
Priest 
God’s 
Story 
Birth Jesus 
To God Be the Glory 3 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Father, 
Jesus 
Under His Wings 1 King Our Story Provision Jesus 
Victory in Jesus 3 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Jesus 
We’re Marching to Zion 1 King Our Story Worship God 
We’ve a Story to Tell to the 
Nations 
1 King Our Story Worship Christ 
What a Friend We Have in 
Jesus 
1 King Our Story Provision Jesus 
When I Survey the Wondrous 
Cross 
2 Priest God’s 
Story 
Crucifixion Christ 
When the Roll Is Called Up 
Yonder 
4 King God’s 
Story 
Second 
Coming 
Christ 
Whiter than Snow 4 King, 
Priest 
Our Story Sanctification Jesus 
Will Jesus Find Us Watching 1 King Our Story Second 
Coming 
Jesus 
Wonderful Grace of Jesus 4 Priest Our Story Salvation Jesus 
Wounded for Me 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Crucifixion 
Resurrection 
Second 
Coming 
Jesus 
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Appendix D:  First Lutheran Church 
 
Chart of Song Usage by Sunday 
 
Date Hymns Scripture Sermon Seasonal/Special 
Emphasis 
9/4/16 Christ, Whose Glory Fills 
the Skies (873) 
Savior, Like a Shepherd 
Lead Us (711) 
How Clear Is Our 
Vocation, Lord (853) 
Take My Life and Let It 
Be (783) 
Guide Me, O Thou Great 
Redeemer (918) 
Deuteronomy 30:15-
20 
Psalm 1 
*Philemon 1-21 
Luke 14:25-35 
Philemon: 
A Labor 
Day Lesson! 
Labor Day 
9/11/16 Before You, Lord, We 
Bow (966) 
God Bless Our Native 
Land (965) 
O God of Mercy, God of 
Might (852) 
Amazing Grace (744) 
Ezekiel 34:11-24 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 
*Luke 15:1-10 
 
We Share 
Because We 
Care 
9/11 
Remembrance 
9/18/16 Praise, My Soul, the 
King of Heaven (793) 
Lord, Take My Hand and 
Lead Me (722) 
Where Charity and Love 
Prevail (845) 
Gracious God, You Send 
Great Blessings (782) 
Amos 8:4-7 
1 Timothy 2:1-15 
*Luke 16:1-156 
Taking 
Risks 
 
9/25/16 Blessed Jesus, At Your 
Word (904) 
Soul, Adorn Yourself 
with Gladness (636) 
Lord, Dismiss Us with 
Your Blessing (924) 
Amos 6:1-7 
1 Timothy 6:6-19 
*Luke 16:19-31 
Where’s 
Your Heart?  
 
10/2/16 With the Lord Begin 
Your Task (869) 
Just as I Am, without 
One Plea (570) 
Thy Works, Not Mine, O 
Christ (565) 
Spread the Reign of God 
the Lord (830) 
Habbakuk 1:1-4, 
2:1-4 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 
Luke 17:1-10 
*Acts 17:22-28 
God’s 
Lordship 
and Human 
Sufferings 
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10/9/16 O For a Thousand 
Tongues to Sing (528) 
O Gracious Lord, with 
Love Draw Near (599) 
Your Hand, O Lord, in 
Days of Old (846) 
Come, Thou Fount of 
Every Blessing (686) 
Entrust Your Days and 
Burdens (754) 
Ruth 1:1-9 
*2 Timothy 2:1-13 
Luke 17:11-19 
Encourage 
One 
Another 
 
10/16/16 Holy God, We Praise 
Thy Name (940) 
The Lord Is My Light 
(723) 
Come unto Me, Ye 
Weary (684) 
O Word of God Incarnate 
(523) 
Genesis 32:22-30 
*2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 
Luke 18:1-8 
I’d Rather 
Listen to 
Them 
 
10/23/16 O For a Thousand 
Tongues to Sing (528) 
Fight the Good Fight 
(664) 
The Tree of Life (561) 
Jesus Shall Reign (832) 
Genesis 4:1-15 
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-
18 
*Luke 18:9-17 
Pray 
Without 
Ceasing! 
First 
Communion 
Sunday for 
Confirmands 
10/30/16 A Mighty Fortress is Our 
God (657) 
Salvation Unto Us Has 
Come (555) 
Come Let Us Eat (626) 
Thy Strong Word (578) 
Revelation 14:6-7 
*Romans 3:19-28 
John 8:31-36 
God’s Grace 
is Jesus’ 
Action 
Reformation Day 
Observance 
11/6/16 For All the Saints (677) 
O Gracious Lord, with 
Love Draw Near (599) 
Rejoice, O Pilgrim 
Throng (813) 
Ye Watchers and Ye 
Holy Ones (670) 
Rev. 7:9-17 
1 John 3:1-3 
*Matthew 5:1-12 
The Flow-
Through 
Principle 
All Saints’ 
Remembrance 
11/13/16 Wake, Awake, for Night 
is Flying (516) 
The Clouds of Judgment 
Gather (513) 
In God, My Faithful God 
(745) 
Lo! He Comes with 
Clouds Descending (336) 
Malachi 4:1-6 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-
13 
*Luke 21:5-28 
What’s in a 
Name? 
Communion 
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11/20/16 All Hail the Power of 
Jesus’ Name (549) 
I Want to Walk as a 
Child of the Light (411) 
How Wide the Love of 
Christ (535) 
Crown Him with Many 
Crowns (525) 
*Malachi 3:13-18 
Col. 1:13-20 
Luke 23:27-43 
We’re Not 
Home Yet 
Last Sunday of 
the Church Year 
11/27/16 Savior of the Nations 
Come (332) 
The King Shall Come 
When Morning Dawns 
(348) 
The Advent of Our King 
(331) 
Isaiah 2:1-5 
Romans 13:8-14 
Matthew 21:1-11 
Let Every 
Heart 
Prepare Him 
Room 
Advent Candle 
Lighting 
12/4/16 On Jordan’s Bank the 
Baptist Cry (344) 
Prepare the Royal 
Highway (343) 
O Lord, How Shall I 
Meet You (334) 
Lift Up Your Heads, Ye 
Mighty Gates (340) 
Isaiah 11:1-10 
Romans 15:4-13 
*Matthew 3:1-12 
Time to 
Turn 
Advent Candle 
Lighting 
12/11/16 O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel (357) 
Hark the Glad Sound 
(349) 
The Night Will Soon Be 
Ending (337) 
Isaiah 35:1-10 
James 5:7-11 
*Matthew 11:2-15 
Prison 
Notes! 
Advent Candle 
Lighting 
12/18/16 O Little Town of 
Bethlehem (361) 
Away in a Manger (364) 
Go Tell It on the 
Mountain (388) 
Infant Holy, Infant 
Lowly (393) 
Lo, How a Rose E’er 
Blooming (359) 
Silent Night (363) 
Luke 2:1-20 A 
Shepherd’s 
Christmas 
Children’s 
Program 
Advent Candle 
Lighting 
12/24/16 O Come, All Ye Faithful 
(379) 
Of the Father’s Love 
Begotten (384) 
Prepare the Royal 
Highway (343) 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Titus 2:11-14 
*Luke 2:1-14 
 
 
My 
Christmas is 
on You 
Christmas Eve 
Candlelight 
Service 
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Now Sing We Now 
Rejoice (386) 
Angels from the Realms 
of Glory (367) 
Hark! The Herald Angels 
Sing (380) 
On Christmas Night All 
Christians Sing (377) 
12/25/16 O Come, All Ye Faithful 
(379) 
O Little Town of 
Bethlehem (361) 
Away in Manger (364) 
Angels We Have Heard 
on High (368) 
What Child is This? 
(370) 
Silent Night (363) 
Joy to the World (387) 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Luke 2:1-20 
 
 
Lessons and 
Carols (no 
sermon) 
The Nativity of 
our Lord 
1/1/17 Our God, Our Help in 
Ages Past (733) 
The Common Doxology 
In God We Believe 
Of the Father’s Love 
Begotten (384) 
The King of Love My 
Shepherd Is (709) 
Hymn of the New Year 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-14, 
12:11,13 
Revelation 21:1-6 
Matthew 6:25-33 
*Psalm 125 
Trusting 
Our 
Trustworthy 
God 
Circumcision 
and Name of 
Jesus 
1/8/17 To Jordan Came the 
Christ, Our Lord (407) 
The Star Proclaims the 
King is Here (399) 
Once in the Blest 
Baptismal Waters (598) 
Love Divine, All Love’s 
Excelling (700) 
Isaiah 42:1-9 
*Romans 6:1-11 
Matthew 3:13-17 
Live a New 
Life 
The Baptism of 
our Lord 
1/15/17 Hail to the Lord’s 
Anointed (398) 
The Only Son from 
Heaven (402) 
Hail, O Source of Every 
Blessing (409) 
Almighty God, Your 
Word is Cast (577) 
Isaiah 49:1-7 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
*John 1:29-42 
Respecting 
All Life 
Sanctity of 
Human Life 
Sunday 
1/22/17 The People that in 
Darkness Sat (412) 
Isaiah 9:1-4 Seek the 
Lord’s Face 
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O Christ, Who Called the 
Twelve (856) 
I Want to Walk as a 
Child of the Light (411) 
O Christ, our True and 
Only Light (839) 
1 Corinthians 1:10-
18 
Matthew 4:12-25 
*Psalm 27 
1/29/17 Brightest and Best of the 
Stars of the Morning 
(400) 
Lord, Whose Love 
through Humble Service 
(848) 
Lord Jesus Christ, Life-
Giving Bread (625) 
Son of God, Eternal 
Savior (842) 
Micah 6:1-8 
1 Corinthians 1:18-
31 
*Matthew 5:1-12 
Kingdom 
Snapshots! 
 
2/5/17 To Jordan’s River Came 
Our Lord (405) 
Within the Father’s 
House (410) 
Draw Near and Take the 
Body of the Lord (637) 
Praise God the Father, 
Virgin Born (401) 
Isaiah 58:3-9 
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 
Matthew 5:13-20 
*Psalm 112 
Even in 
Darkness 
Light 
Dawns 
 
2/12/17 Come, Thou Bright and 
Morning Star (872) 
Our Father, by Whose 
Name (863) 
Let All Mortal Flesh 
Keep Silence (621) 
Songs of Thankfulness 
and Praise (394) 
*Deut. 30:15-20 
1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
Matthew 5:21-37 
Choose Life  
2/19/17 The Only Son from 
Heaven (402) 
Savior, like a Shepherd 
Lead Us (711) 
Come, Join in Cana’s 
Feast (408) 
O Savior of Our Fallen 
Race (403) 
Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-
18 
1 Corinthians 3:10-
23 
*Matthew 5:38-48 
Going the 
Extra Mile 
 
2/26/17 Alleluia, Song of 
Gladness (417) 
Swiftly Pass the Clouds 
of Glory (416) 
‘Tis Good Lord, to be 
Here (414) 
Exodus 24:8-18 
*2 Peter 1:16-21 
Matthew 17:1-9 
Remember 
When 
Jesus…! 
The 
Transfiguration 
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O Wondrous Type! O 
Vision Fair (413) 
3/1/17 God of Grace and God of 
Glory (850) 
O Living Bread from 
Heaven (642) 
Psalm 147:1-11 
*Deuteronomy 8:1-5 
Mark 1:29-39 
Spiritual 
Hunger 
Imposition of 
Ashes 
3/5/17 ‘Tis Good, Lord, to be 
Here (414) 
Christ, the Life of All the 
Living (420) 
O Lord, Throughout 
These Forty Days (418) 
Genesis 3:1-21 
Romans 5:12-19 
Matthew 4:1-11 
Hide and 
Seek 
 
3/12/17 Lift High the Cross (837) 
Glory Be to Jesus (433) 
When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross (425) 
Genesis 12:1-9 
Romans 4:1-8, 13-17 
*John 3:1-17 
Lift Up a 
Savior Who 
Won’t Let 
You Down 
 
3/19/17 My Song is Love 
Unknown (430) 
Glory Be to Jesus (433) 
O Dearest Jesus, What 
Law Hast Thou Broken 
(439) 
Exodus 17:1-7 
*Romans 5:6-8 
John 4:5-26 
At Just the 
Right Time 
 
3/26/17 In the Cross of Christ I 
Glory (427) 
Glory Be to Jesus (433) 
O Dearest Jesus, What 
Law Hast Thou Broken 
(439) 
Go to Dark Gethsemane 
(436) 
Isaiah 42:14-21 
Ephesians 5:8-14 
*John 9:1-41 
Are You 
Blind? 
 
4/2/17 In the Cross of Christ I 
Glory (427) 
On My Heart Imprint 
Your Image (422) 
Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 
(440) 
*Ezekial 37:1-14 
Romans 8:1-11 
John 9:1-41 
Life is 
Returning to 
this Valley 
of Death 
 
4/9/17 All Glory, Laud, and 
Honor (442) 
Hosanna, Loud Hosanna 
(443) 
Your Table I Approach 
(628) 
Ride On, Ride On in 
Majesty (411) 
Isaiah 50:4-9 
Philippians 2:5-11 
*Matthew 26:1-27 
Who is this 
Jesus? 
 
4/13/17 My Song is Love 
Unknown (430) 
Exodus 12:1-14 
John 13:1-17, 34-35 
(sermon title 
missing) 
Stripping of the 
altar 
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What Wondrous Love is 
This (543) 
Now the Silence (910) 
Let All Mortal Flesh 
Keep Silence (621) 
Draw Near and Take the 
Body of the Lord (637) 
4/14/17 On My Heart Imprint 
Your Image (422) 
Go to Dark Gethsemane 
(436) 
Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 
(440) 
Were You There? (456) 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
Hebrews 4:14-16, 
5:7-9 
John 18:1-11 
John 18:28-40 
John 19:1-37 
Mark 15:42-47 
 Tenebrae 
4/16/17 The Day of Resurrection 
(458) 
Jesus Christ is Risen 
Today (457) 
I Know that My 
Redeemer Lives (461) 
Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts 
to Heaven (477) 
At the Lamb’s High 
Feast We Sing (633) 
Christ the Lord is Risen 
Today, Alleluia! (463) 
Acts 10:34-43 
Colossians 3:1-4 
Matthew 28:1-10 
*John 20:18 
My 
Redeemer 
Lives 
Easter 
4/23/17 O Sons and Daughters of 
the King (470) 
Christ the Lord is Risen 
Today (469) 
At the Lamb’s High 
Feast We Sing (633) 
 
Acts 5:29-42 
1 Peter 1:3-9 
*John 20:19-31 
Believing 
the 
Unbelievabl
e 
 
4/30/17 Come Ye Faithful, Raise 
the Strain (487) 
Christ the Lord is Risen 
Today (469) 
You Satisfy the Hungry 
Heart (641) 
Alleluia! Jesus is Risen 
(474) 
Acts 2:14, 36-41 
1 Peter 1:17-25 
*Luke 24:13-35 
All of the 
Bible is 
God’s Word 
 
5/7/17 Christ the Lord is Risen 
Today, Alleluia! (463) 
Christ the Lord is Risen 
Today (469) 
*Acts 2:42-47 
1 Peter 2:19-25 
John 10:1-10 
Ignite the 
Flame 
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The Lord’s My 
Shepherd, I’ll Not Want 
(710) 
Savior, like a Shepherd 
Lead Us (711) 
5/14/17 The Day of Resurrection 
(478) 
Christ Be My Leader 
(861) 
Lord Jesus Christ, We 
Humbly Pray (623) 
Christ is Our Cornerstone 
(912) 
*Acts 6:1-9, 7:51-60 
1 Peter 2:2-10 
John 14:1-14 
The 
Ultimate 
Price 
 
5/21/17 Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts 
to Heaven (477) 
Good Christian Friends, 
Rejoice and Sing (475) 
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 
(821) 
Christ Has Arisen, 
Alleluia (466) 
Acts 17:16-31 
1 Peter 3:13-22 
*John 14:15-21 
With or 
In…What’s 
the 
Difference? 
 
5/28/17 Praise My Soul the King 
of Heaven (793) 
A Hymn of Glory Let Us 
Sing (493) 
Thine the Amen, Thine 
the Praise (680)  
 
Acts 1:12-26 
1 Peter 4:12-19, 5:6-
11 
*John 17:1-11 
What Does 
Jesus Pray 
About? 
Memorial Day 
6/4/17 O Holy Spirit, Enter In 
(913) 
Come, Holy Ghost, God 
and Lord (497) 
O Day Full of Grace 
(503) 
Numbers 11:24-30 
*Acts 2:1-21 
John 7:37-39 
Sparking a 
Revolution 
 
6/11/17 Holy, Holy, Holy (507) 
Come, Holy Ghost 
Creator Blest (498) 
Father Most Holy (504) 
Genesis 1:1-2:4 
Acts 2:14, 22-36 
*Matthew 9:35-38 
Taking the 
Church to 
Our 
Neighbors 
 
6/18/17 I Am Trusting Thee, 
Lord Jesus (729) 
Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Children’s Friend (866) 
May God Bestow on Us 
His Grace (823) 
Almighty God, Your 
Word is Christ (577) 
Exodus 19:2-8 
Psalm 100 
Romans 5:6-15 
*Matthew 9:35-10:8 
The 
Compassion 
of Jesus 
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6/25/17 The Church’s One 
Foundation (644) 
Just as I Am, without 
One Plea (570) 
Stand Up, Stand Up for 
Jesus (660) 
Jeremiah 20:7-13 
Romans 6:12-23 
*Matthew 10:5, 21-
33 
Lord, you’re 
kidding…ar
en’t you? 
 
7/2/17 America the Beautiful 
Lord Jesus Christ, We 
Humbly Pray (623) 
God Bless Our Native 
Land (965) 
Jeremiah 28:5-9 
Psalm 119:153-160 
Romans 7:1-13 
*Matthew 10:34-42 
Welcoming 
Ministries! 
Independence 
Day 
7/9/17 Missing    
7/16/17 Praise to the Lord, the 
Almighty (790) 
Almighty God, Your 
Word is Cast (577) 
You Satisfy the Hungry 
Heart (641) 
For the Fruits of His 
Creation (894) 
*Isaiah 55:10-13 
Romans 8:12-17 
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-
23 
What’s 
Your 
Purpose? 
Communion 
7/23/17 Love Divine, All Loves 
Excelling (700) 
On Eagle’s Wings (727) 
Children of the Heavenly 
Father (725) 
My Hope is Built on 
Nothing Less (576) 
Isaiah 44:6-8 
*Romans 8:18-27 
Matthew 13:24-30 
Living as 
God’s 
Children 
Between 
“Now” and 
“Not Yet” 
 
7/30/17 A Mighty Fortress is Our 
God (657) 
In Thee is Gladness (818) 
When Peace Like a River 
(763) 
How Firm a Foundation 
(728) 
Deut. 7:6-9 
Psalm 125 
Romans 8:28-39 
*Matthew 13:44-46 
Whose 
Treasure 
Are We? 
 
8/6/17 The Gifts Christ Freely 
Gives (602) 
We Give Thee but Thine 
Own (781) 
I Come, O Savior, to Thy 
Table (618) 
The Gifts Christ Freely 
Gives (602) 
*Isaiah 55:1-5 
Psalm 136:1-9, 23-
26 
Romans 9:1-13 
Matthew 14:13-21 
Come! 
Come! 
Come! Eat 
and Drink! 
 
8/13/17 Open Now My Heart to 
Hear (908) 
O Word of God Incarnate 
(523) 
Job 38:4-18 
Psalm 18:1-9 
*Romans 10:5-17 
Matthew 14:22-33 
Troubled…
Rescued…D
elivered 
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O Bless the Lord, My 
Soul (814) 
How Shall They Hear, 
Who Have Not Heard 
(831)  
8/20/17 Open Now Thy Gates of 
Beauty (901) 
In Christ There is No 
East or West (653) 
Spread the Reign of God 
the Lord (830) 
*Isaiah 56:1-8 
Psalm 67 
Romans 11:1-2, 13-
15, 28-32 
Matthew 15:21-28 
Membership 
has its 
Privileges 
 
8/27/17 Open Now Thy Gates of 
Beauty (901) 
O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to 
Thee (823) 
Draw Near and Take the 
Body of the Lord (637) 
Guide Me, O Thou Great 
Redeemer (918) 
Isaiah 51:1-6 
Psalm 138:1-8 
*Romans 11:33-12:8 
Matthew 16:13-20 
We Are a 
Living 
Sacrifice 
 
9/3/17 Come, Thou Almighty 
King (905) 
Hail, Thou Once 
Despised Jesus (531) 
Thy Works, Not Mine, O 
Christ (565) 
Fight the Good Fight 
(664) 
Jeremiah 15:15-21 
Psalm 26 
*Romans 12:19-21 
Matthew 16:21-28 
Help 
Wanted 
 
9/10/17 Rejoice, Rejoice, 
Believers (515) 
My Soul, Now Praise 
Your Maker (820) 
Lord Jesus Christ, You 
Have Prepared (709) 
The King of Love My 
Shepherd Is (709) 
Ezekial 33:7-9 
Psalm 32:1-7 
Romans 13:1-10 
*Matthew 18:1-20 
Trust Like a 
Child 
 
9/17/17 Holy God, We Praise 
Thy Name (940) 
From All That Dwell 
Below the Skies (816) 
What is This Bread? 
(629) 
Christ, the Word of God 
Incarnate (540) 
Exodus 20:1-21 
Psalm 103:1-12 
Romans 14:1-12 
*Matthew 18:21-25 
Which One 
of These is 
Not Like the 
Others? 
 
9/24/17 Salvation Unto Us Has 
Come (555) 
Genesis 1:1-5 
Philippians 1:12-14 
Matthew 20:1-6 
Knowing 
God 
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We All Believe in One 
True God (953) 
Lord, I Love Thee with 
All My Heart (708) 
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First Lutheran Song Analysis 
 
Song Usage Office Story Topic(s) Name 
‘Tis Good Lord, to be Here (414) 2 Prophet, 
King, 
Priest 
God’s 
Story 
Transfiguration Lord 
A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 
(493) 
1 King God’s 
Story 
Ascension 
Second Coming 
Trinity 
A Mighty Fortress is Our God 
(657) 
2 King God’s 
Story 
Characteristics Trinity 
All Glory, Laud, and Honor (442) 1 King God’s 
Story 
Palm Sunday King 
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 
(549) 
1 King God’s 
Story 
Characteristics 
Eternal 
Worship 
Jesus 
Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to 
Heaven (477) 
2 Priest God’s 
Story 
Resurrection, 
Atonement 
Trinity 
Alleluia, Song of Gladness (417) 1 Prophet Our 
Story 
Worship Trinity 
Alleluia! Jesus is Risen (474) 1 Prophet Our 
Story 
Worship Jesus 
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus (821) 1 Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Atonement Jesus, 
King 
Almighty God, Your Word is Cast 
(577) 
3 Prophet Our 
Story 
The Bible God 
Amazing Grace (744) 1 King Our 
Story 
Worship, 
Provision 
Lord 
Angels from the Realms of Glory 
(367) 
1 King  God’s 
Story 
Birth Trinity 
Angels We Have Heard on High 
(368) 
1 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Jesus, 
King 
At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 
(633) 
2 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Atonement, 
Crucifixion, 
Eternal 
Worship 
Trinity 
Away in a Manger (364) 2 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Jesus 
Before You, Lord, We Bow (966) 1 King, 
Priest 
Our 
Story 
Worship, 
Salvation 
Lord, 
God, 
King 
Blessed Jesus, at Your Word (904) 1 Prophet Our 
Story 
Worship Trinity 
Brightest and Best of the Stars of 
the Morning (400) 
1 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
Our 
Story 
Sanctification God 
	 162	
Children of the Heavenly Father 
(725) 
1 King Our 
Story 
Provision God 
Christ Be My Leader (861) 1 Prophet, 
King 
Our 
Story 
Guidance Christ, 
Jesus 
Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia (466) 1 Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Resurrection Christ, 
Jesus, 
King 
Christ is Our Cornerstone (912) 1 King Our 
Story 
Worship Trinity 
Christ the Lord is Risen Today 
(469) 
3 King, 
Priest 
God’s 
Story 
Resurrection, 
Atonement 
Christ, 
King 
Christ the Lord is Risen Today, 
Alleluia! (463) 
2 King, 
Priest 
God’s 
Story 
Resurrection, 
Atonement 
Christ, 
King 
Christ, the Life of All the Living 
(420) 
1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Crucifixion, 
Atonement 
Christ, 
Jesus 
Christ, the Word of God Incarnate 
(540) 
1 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Characteristics, 
Atonement 
Trinity 
Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 
(873) 
1 Prophet Our 
Story 
Guidance, 
Sanctification 
Christ 
Come Let Us Eat (626) 1 King Our 
Story 
Evangelism, 
Communion 
Jesus, 
Lord 
Come, Thou Almighty King (905) 1 King Our 
Story 
Guidance Trinity 
Come unto Me, Ye Weary (684) 1 Prophet Our 
Story 
Provision Jesus, 
Lord 
Come You Faithful, Raise the 
Strain (487) 
1 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Resurrection Jesus, 
King 
Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest 
(498) 
1 Prophet Our 
Story 
Guidance, 
Sanctification 
Trinity 
Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord 
(497) 
1 Prophet Our 
Story 
Sanctification Trinity 
Come, Join in Cana’s Feast (408) 1 Prophet God’s 
Story 
Eternal 
Worship 
Trinity 
Come, Thou Bright and Morning 
Star (872) 
1 Prophet Our 
Story 
Guidance, 
Sanctification 
Thou 
Come, Thou Fount of Every 
Blessing (686) 
1 Priest Our 
Story 
Sanctification Jesus 
Crown Him with Many Crowns 
(525) 
1 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Resurrection, 
Birth, 
Atonement, 
Eternal Reign 
Trinity 
Draw Near and Take the Body of 
the Lord (637) 
3 Priest Our 
Story 
Communion Lord 
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Entrust Your Days and Burdens 
(754) 
1 Prophet Our 
Story 
Guidance God 
Father Most Holy (504) 1 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal 
Worship 
Trinity 
Fight the Good Fight (664) 2 King Our 
Story 
Sanctification Christ 
For All the Saints (677) 1 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal 
Worship 
Trinity 
For the Fruits of His Creation (894) 1 King Our 
Story 
Provision God 
From All That Dwell Below the 
Skies (816) 
1 King Our 
Story 
Worship Trinity 
Glory Be to Jesus (433) 3 Priest God’s 
Story 
Crucifixion, 
Atonement 
Jesus 
Go Tell It on the Mountain (388) 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Birth Jesus 
Go to Dark Gethsemane (436) 2 Priest God’s 
Story 
Crucifixion, 
Resurrection 
Jesus, 
Lord 
God Bless Our Native Land (965) 2 King Our 
Story 
Provision God 
God of Grace and God of Glory 
(850) 
1 King Our 
Story 
Sanctification God 
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 
and Sing (475) 
1 Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Resurrection King, 
Lord 
Gracious God, You Send Great 
Blessings (782) 
1 King God’s 
Story 
Creation, 
Provision 
Trinity 
Guide Me, O Thou Great 
Redeemer (918) 
2 King, 
Priest 
Our 
Story 
Provision  
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed (398) 1 King God’s 
Story 
Provision Lord 
Hail, O Source of Every Blessing 
(409) 
1 Prophet, 
King 
Our 
Story 
Salvation, 
Provision 
Father, 
Jesus 
Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus 
(531) 
1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement, 
Eternal 
Worship 
Jesus, 
Father 
Hark the Glad Sound (349) 1 Prophet God’s 
Story 
Advent Savior 
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
(380) 
1 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Christ 
Holy God, We Praise Thy Name 
(940)             
2 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign Trinity 
Holy, Holy, Holy! (507) 1 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign Trinity 
Hosanna, Loud Hosanna (443) 1 King God’s 
Story 
Palm Sunday Jesus, 
King 
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How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord 
(853) 
1 Prophet Our 
Story 
Sanctification Lord 
How Firm a Foundation (728) 1 King Our 
Story 
Provision Jesus 
How Shall They Hear, Who Have 
Not Heard (831)  
1 Prophet Our 
Story 
Evangelism Christ 
How Wide the Love of Christ (535) 1 Priest Our 
Story 
Worship Christ 
I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus 
(729) 
1 Priest Our 
Story 
Guidance, 
Sanctification 
Jesus 
I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 
(618) 
1 Priest Our 
Story 
Communion Savior, 
Lord 
I Know that My Redeemer Lives 
(461) 
1 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Resurrection, 
Eternal Reign 
Jesus 
I Want to Walk as a Child of the 
Light (411) 
2 Prophet Our 
Story 
Guidance Jesus 
In Christ There is No East or West 
(653) 
1 King, 
Priest 
Our 
Story 
The Church Christ, 
Father 
In God, My Faithful God (745) 1 Prophet Our 
Story 
Guidance Jesus 
In the Cross of Christ I Glory (427) 2 Prophet, 
Priest 
Our 
Story 
Salvation, 
Guidance 
Christ 
In Thee is Gladness (818) 1 Prophet, 
Priest 
Our 
Story 
Guidance, 
Worship 
Jesus 
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly (393) 1 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Christ 
Jesus Christ is Risen Today (457) 1 Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Resurrection, 
Atonement 
Trinity 
Jesus Shall Reign (832) 1 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign Jesus 
Jesus, I Will Ponder Now (440) *2 2 Priest, 
Prophet 
God’s 
Story 
Crucifixion, 
Atonement 
Jesus 
Joy to the World (387) 1 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Lord 
Just as I Am, without One Plea 
(570) 
2 Priest Our 
Story 
Salvation God 
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
(621) 
2 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign Christ 
Lift High the Cross (837) 1 King Our 
Story 
Evangelism Christ 
Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty 
Gates (340) 
1 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
Our 
Story 
Guidance, 
Salvation 
Trinity 
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Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
(359) 
1 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Birth Savior 
Lo! He Comes with Clouds 
Descending (336) 
1 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Second 
Coming, 
Eternal Reign 
Christ 
Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving 
Bread (625) 
1 Priest Our 
Story 
Salvation, 
Communion 
Jesus 
Christ 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Children’s 
Friend (866) 
1 King Our 
Story 
The Church Jesus 
Christ 
Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly 
Pray (623) 
2 Priest Our 
Story 
Communion Jesus 
Christ 
Lord Jesus Christ, You Have 
Prepared (622) 
1 Priest Our 
Story 
Communion Jesus 
Christ 
Lord, Dismiss Us with Your 
Blessing (924) 
1 King Our 
Story 
Guidance, 
Provision 
Lord 
Lord, I Love Thee with All My 
Heart (708) 
1 King Our 
Story 
Salvation, 
Worship 
Jesus 
Christ 
Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me 
(722) 
1 Priest Our 
Story 
Guidance Lord 
Lord, Whose Love through 
Humble Service (848) 
1 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
Our 
Story 
Evangelism Lord  
Love Divine, All Love’s Excelling 
(700) 
2 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
Our 
Story 
Sanctification Jesus 
May God Bestow on Us His Grace 
(823) 
1 Prophet Our 
Story 
Evangelism Trinity 
My Hope is Built on Nothing Less 
(576) 
1 Priest, 
Prophet, 
King 
Our 
Story 
Sanctification Christ 
My Song is Love Unknown (430) 2 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Crucifixion, 
Atonement 
Christ 
My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker 
(820) 
1 Prophet Our 
Story 
Worship God, 
Lord 
Now Sing We Now Rejoice (386) 1 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Christ 
Now the Silence (910) 1 Priest Our 
Story 
Worship Trinity 
O Bless the Lord, My Soul (814) 1 Prophet God’s 
Story 
Characteristics Lord 
O Christ, our True and Only Light 
(839) 
1 Prophet Our 
Story 
Evangelism Christ    
O Christ, Who Called the Twelve 
(856) 
1 Prophet Our 
Story 
Evangelism Christ 
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O Come, All Ye Faithful (379) 2 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Jesus, 
Father 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
(357) 
1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Birth God 
O Day Full of Grace (503) 1     
O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast 
Thou Broken (439) 
2 Priest God’s 
Story 
Crucifixion, 
Atonement 
Jesus 
O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
(528) 
2 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Jesus 
O God of Mercy, God of Might 
(852) 
1 Prophet, 
Priest 
Our 
Story 
Sanctification God, 
Lord 
O Gracious Lord, with Love Draw 
Near (599) 
2 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
Our 
Story 
Baptism, 
Salvation, 
Sanctification 
Trinity 
O Holy Spirit, Enter In (913) 1 Prophet Our 
Story 
The Church Trinity 
O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee 
(823) 
1 Prophet Our 
Story 
Evangelism Trinity 
O Little Town of Bethlehem (361) 2 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Christ 
O Living Bread from Heaven (642) 1 Priest Our 
Story 
Communion Lord 
O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 
(334) 
1 Prophet Our 
Story 
Advent, 
Worship 
Lord 
O Lord, Throughout These Forty 
Days (418) 
1 Priest Our 
Story 
Sanctification Lord, 
God 
O Savior of Our Fallen Race (403) 1 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Epiphany, 
Worship 
Trinity 
O Sons and Daughters of the King 
(470) 
1 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Crucifixion, 
Atonement, 
Resurrection, 
Thomas 
Lord, 
God 
O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair 
(413) 
1 Prophet, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Transfiguration, 
Worship 
Trinity 
O Word of God Incarnate (523) 2 Prophet Our 
Story 
Guidance Christ 
Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
(384) 
2 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Birth Trinity 
On Christmas Night All Christians 
Sing (377) 
1 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Birth King 
On Eagle’s Wings (727) 1 King Our 
Story 
Provision Lord 
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On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist Cry 
(344) 
1 Prophet God’s 
Story 
Advent, 
Worship 
Trinity 
On My Heart Imprint Your Image 
(422) 
2 Priest Our 
Story 
Sanctification Jesus 
Once in the Blest Baptismal Waters 
(598) 
1 Priest Our 
Story 
Baptism, 
Salvation 
Christ 
Open Now My Heart to Hear (908) 1 Prophet Our 
Story 
The Bible Trinity 
Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 
(901) 
2 Prophet Our 
Story 
Worship, 
Sanctification 
God 
Our Father, by Whose Name (863) 1 King Our 
Story 
Sanctification, 
Family 
Trinity 
Our God, Our Help in Ages Past 
(733) 
1 King Our 
Story 
Provision God 
Praise God the Father, Virgin Born 
(401) 
1 Prophet. 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Birth, 
Atonement, 
Epiphany, 
Second Coming 
Trinity 
Praise, My Soul, the King of 
Heaven (793) 
2 King Our 
Story 
Worship King, 
God 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
(790) 
1 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal Reign Lord 
Prepare the Royal Highway (343) 2 King Our 
Story 
Advent, 
Worship 
King, 
Lord 
Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng (813) 1 King Our 
Story 
Worship Christ 
Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers (515) 1 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
Our 
Story 
Second Coming Lord 
Ride On, Ride On in Majesty (441) 1 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Palm Sunday, 
Atonement 
Christ 
Salvation Unto Us Has Come (555) 2 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Trinity 
Savior of the Nations Come (332) 1 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Advent, Birth, 
Atonement, 
Eternal Reign 
Trinity 
Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 
(711) 
3 Priest Our 
Story 
Guidance Jesus 
Silent Night (363) 2 King God’s 
Story 
Birth Jesus 
Son of God, Eternal Savior (842) 1 King Our 
Story 
Sanctification Christ, 
Lord 
Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 
(394) 
1 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Epiphany, 
Birth, Second 
Coming 
Jesus, 
Lord 
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Soul, Adorn Yourself with 
Gladness (636) 
1 Priest Our 
Story 
Communion, 
Sanctification 
Jesus 
Spread the Reign of God the Lord 
(830) 
2 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
Our 
Story 
Evangelism Trinity 
Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus (660) 1 King Our 
Story 
Sanctification Jesus 
Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory 
(416) 
1 Prophet God’s 
Story 
Transfiguration Christ 
Take My Life and Let It Be (783) 1 King Our 
Story 
Sanctification Lord 
The Advent of Our King (331) 1 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Advent, Second 
Coming 
Trinity 
The Church’s One Foundation 
(644) 
1 King Our 
Story 
Church Jesus 
The Clouds of Judgment Gather 
(513) 
1 Prophet God’s 
Story 
Second Coming Jesus 
The Day of Resurrection (478) *2 2 King God’s 
Story 
Resurrection Christ 
The Gifts Christ Freely Gives (602) 2 Priest Our 
Story 
Provision, 
Baptism 
Christ 
The King of Love My Shepherd Is 
(709) 
2 King Our 
Story 
Provision King 
The King Shall Come When 
Morning Dawns (348) 
1 King God’s 
Story 
Advent, Second 
Coming 
Christ 
The Lord Is My Light (723) 1 Prophet God’s 
Story 
Guidance Lord 
The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not 
Want (710) 
1 King Our 
Story 
Provision Lord 
The Night Will Soon Be Ending 
(337) 
1 Prophet God’s 
Story 
Advent, Birth God 
The Only Son from Heaven (402) 2 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Epiphany, 
Birth, Worship 
Trinity 
The People that in Darkness Sat 
(412) 
1 Prophet, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Epiphany, 
Birth, Eternal 
Reign 
Trinity 
The Star Proclaims the King is 
Here (399) 
1 King God’s 
Story 
Epiphany, 
Birth, Baptism 
of Jesus, 
Water/Wine 
Trinity 
The Tree of Life (561) 1 Prophet God’s 
Story 
The Fall, 
Redemption 
Jesus, 
God 
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Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise 
(680)  
1 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Characteristics, 
Worship 
Lamb, 
Thee 
Thy Strong Word (578) 1 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Eternal 
Worship 
Trinity 
Thy Works, Not Mine, O Christ 
(565) 
2 Priest Our 
Story 
Salvation Christ 
To Jordan Came the Christ, Our 
Lord (407) 
1 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Epiphany, 
Baptism of 
Jesus 
Trinity 
To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord 
(405) 
1 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Epiphany, 
Baptism of 
Jesus 
Trinity 
Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying 
(516) 
1 Prophet God’s 
Story 
Second 
Coming, 
Eternal 
Worship 
Jesus 
We All Believe in One True God 
(953) 
1 Prophet, 
Priest, 
King 
God’s 
Story 
Characteristics, 
Trinity 
Trinity 
We Give Thee but Thine Own 
(781) 
1 King Our 
Story 
Sanctification, 
Provision 
Lord 
Were You There? (456) 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Crucifixion, 
Resurrection 
Lord, 
God 
What Child is This? (370) 1 King, 
Priest 
God’s 
Story 
Birth, 
Crucifixion 
Christ 
What is This Bread? (629) 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Communion, 
Atonement 
Christ 
What Wondrous Love is This (543) 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement Christ, 
God 
When I Survey the Wondrous 
Cross (425) 
1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Crucifixion Christ 
When Peace Like a River218 (763) 1 Priest God’s 
Story 
Atonement, 
Second Coming 
Christ 
Where Charity and Love Prevail 
(845) 
1 King Our 
Story 
The Church Christ 
With the Lord Begin Your Task 
(869) 
1 King Our 
Story 
Sanctification Jesus, 
Lord 
Within the Father’s House (410) 1 Prophet God’s 
Story 
Epiphany Trinity 
Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones 
(670) 
1 King God’s 
Story 
Eternal 
Worship, 
Eternal Reign 
Trinity 
                                                
 218 Same as “It Is Well with My Soul”. 
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You Satisfy the Hungry Heart 
(641) 
2 Priest Our 
Story 
Communion, 
Provision 
Lord 
Your Hand, O Lord, in Days of Old 
(846) 
1 King Our 
Story 
Provision Lord 
Your Table I Approach (628) 1 Priest Our 
Story 
Communion, 
Guidance 
Lord, 
God 
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Appendix E:  Tables 
Table 1: Offices of Christ 
 
Offices of Christ CC GBC FBC FLC 
King 64 58 59 58 
Priest 45 29 42 36 
Prophet 15 4 13 35 
Priest/King 12 4 7 10 
Prophet/King 0 0 1 4 
Prophet/Priest 0 0 1 4 
Prophet/King/Priest 0 0 0 33 
 
 
Table 2: God’s Story 
 
God’s Story CC GBC FBC FLC 
Creation 2 4 4 0 
Birth 8 9 9 24 
Crucifixion 2 1 9 1 
Atonement 22 11 11 23 
Resurrection 6 3 5 13 
Second Coming 3 3 6 10 
Eternal Reign 13 6 4 11 
Characteristics 4 4 4 6 
Other 0 1 1 27 
 
 
Table 3: Our Story 
 
Our Story CC GBC FBC FLC 
Church 3 4 0 5 
Salvation 14 8 16 11 
Sanctification 22 15 14 24 
Worship 37 22 18 31 
Provision 5 13 22 19 
Guidance 2 2 9 18 
Evangelism 4 0 3 9 
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Table 4: Trinitarian Language 
 
Trinity CC GBC FBC FLC 
Jesus/Christ/Savior 53 39 73 80 
Holy Spirit 4 0 1 0 
Father 3 4 3 0 
Jesus/Father 2 10 4 4 
Jesus/Spirit 2 1 1 0 
Trinity 5 6 6 47 
Lord/God/King 46 31 34 46 
You/Him/Thou 21 4 1 1 
Author 0 0 1 0 
Lamb 0 0 0 1 
None 1 0 0 0 
 
Table 5: Story by Season 
 
Advent 
 CC GBC FBC FLC 
Our Story 7 4 5 3 
God’s Story 10 4 11 13 
Christmas/Epiphany 
 CC GBC FBC FLC 
Our Story 8 4 14 7 
God’s Story 7 7 5 16 
Lent 
 CC GBC FBC FLC 
Our Story 15 10 17 4 
God’s Story 8 3 10 8 
Easter 
 CC GBC FBC FLC 
Our Story 12 8 13 6 
God’s Story 7 6 9 18 
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Table 6: Trinitarian Language by Season 
 
Advent CC GBC FBC FLC 
Jesus/Christ/Savior 10 3 8 8 
Jesus/Father 1 1 1 0 
Trinity 0 1 1 4 
Lord/God/King 6 3 6 4 
 
Christmas/Epiphany CC GBC FBC FLC 
Jesus/Christ/Savior 8 6 12 9 
Holy Spirit 1 0 0 0 
Father 0 1 2 0 
Jesus/Father 0 1 1 2 
Trinity 0 1 0 5 
Lord/God/King 5 2 3 7 
You/Him/Thou 1 0 0 0 
Author 0 0 1 0 
 
Lent CC GBC FBC FLC 
Jesus/Christ/Savior 9 4 16 10 
Holy Spirit 0 0 1 0 
Father 0 1 0 0 
Jesus/Father 0 0 2 0 
Jesus/Spirit 0 1 0 0 
Trinity 2 1 1 0 
Lord/God/King 8 6 7 2 
You/Him/Thou 4 0 0 0 
 
Easter CC GBC FBC FLC 
Jesus/Christ/Savior 10 4 14 14 
Holy Spirit 1 0 1 0 
Father 0 1 0 0 
Jesus/Father 0 2 0 0 
Trinity 0 1 2 4 
Lord/God/King 5 6 4 6 
You/Him/Thou 3 0 1 0 
 
